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Sicat aqoc tremuTum labrit ubljlirntn iib«n!i 
Sole rcpcrciiituiB, aut r^diantU \fa*giat lun«, 
Omnia pervolitat late loca, jamquOub auraa 
Erigitur, laiiiiuiquc ferit laquearia tcfli. 

i^i'g. iEn. viii. 
$o water, trembling in a polished vase, 
AcfleAi the beam <hat playt upon U« fare ; 
Tbe tportive light, unrertaio where it falls, 
Now ttrikct y\z roof, now flashes on the walls. 
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Whitw an Aothor, by 9ppeunmg in print, «- 
qxtt&tB an audience of the Public; and h npon the 
point of speaking for bimself, whoeter prcswmo 
to Step before him witK a preface, and to say, 
*'Nay, btit herrr me first/* should hare something 
^'tonhy ot anention to offer, or he wiB jdstlj bfl 
deemed ofHciotis and itnpeirtinent. The judicions 
read^ has probably, uporr other oeca<ftions, beert 
beferehflRd> fVith me in this reflaSHon ; andlflms 
tfiof vefry wiJtfn^ it shotsld Ho^rbe lippHed tame^ 
ifoWevcr' 1 may seem ta <»pose #ysielf fo the' dlan- 
g^r of it. B^ Cite (ftrtfJD^hC of leaving my own 
name perptftutffied iii> c^nffe^ion- with the namd 
ii^ the t!itle pffge, is^ fo pleasing and flhtm-jog t9 
fl9e ftelings of my heaFT, that i ara content to 
rHk soMething fbi^ thegratificarHoiY. 

This Ptelhcie if riot designeid'tb coituxiend the 
Foeikitf to whicM i¥ i§ prefixed. My tesTiiiiotiy 
x^ffxM be infuffieiieMe f^ thos«> wtK> aw not qdn- 
KfM- to jodige pf dperiy i^r (ftiemsMveff, aVi^uonr- 
eeasary to thosef, i^bo are; Bodies tfcfe i^asont^ 
ifltetrreisd^r'irirriftdper'^hd «hisMAl)^i9rara(MV 



VI PRBFACB. 

to celebratct bis own perfonnances^ v.or those of 
his nearest rdatives, will have some influence in 
fuppressing much of what he might otherwise 
wish to iky in favoar of afiienJ, when that friend 
is indeed an tUtetidtm, and exeites almost the 
aanae emotions of sensibility and afifeddon^ as he 
feelt for himself. - . . 

It is vttj probable these Poems may come into 
ik^ bands 6t-foea^ persons/ in whom the sight 
.ef -tiirtatiiorV naiee will awaken a recolledion 
•f ineidents «Dd acenes, which through length of 
tinoe -they had almost fbiigotteo. They will be 
reminded of #M#^ who was once tlie companion of 
their chosen-hoiirsj and who set out with them in 
early life -in- the. .paths, which leacT to literary 
boooon, t^ iftflucfixre ail^d a^uence^ with equal 
prospe6b of aticoesi. But he was -Middeoly and 
pewcrfnlly withdrawn from those pursuits, and 
ho left tKem witbottt rtff^\ yet not tiU he had 
sufficient opp0rfmiil3!!of coonting the cost^ and. of 
•knowidgrthe:yal«ie!Of»wiiat*l>e gave up. If hap- 
>piness ^onld have been found in classical attaiq* 
nenlBr ia ' tn elegant taste> in the exertions of 
wit, fancy, and: gei»us> and in the esteem ^nd 
eonverse of sochpersonsy as in these respects were 
most congenial 'with himself, he wocdd have been 
happy^ .Bui he was, a<9l-rHo,wQadered (as thou- 
sands in a (iaoilar sit^atioo stiJl dp) that he shoidd 
continue diteatisfitd, with. a}l the micans appa-. 
featly.oonducivf; tie, satisfadiofi^ within his reac^ 
—But in due time th^ .eause of bis disappoint- 



xnent was dbcovered tabim — He had lived with- 
out God in the world. In a memorable hour 
the wisdom which is from above vi«Mted bis heart. 
Then he felt himself a wanderer^ and. then he 
Ibund a guide.- , Upon tbip change, of vic^ws, a 
change of plan and conduct followed of 4:ourse. 
When he saw the ^2^^ and the ga^ world in i^ 
true light;, he left it with aa litUe reluctance as a 
prisoner^ when ^called to JUierty, leaves his dun- 
geon. Not tbat-he became a Cynic or an Ascetici 
— >a heart filled with kwe to God, will assuredly 
breathe benevolence tp men- JSut the turn of 
his temper inelining him to rural life^ h«,in« 
dolged it J :«ndlhe:prQndence of. G^ cyid^pptly 
preparing :]&< wajr:and marking put his. retreat, 
he retiiied iQjto the rtountFy.^ By these steps the 
good hand of Godytinkaown to n^ej was prp* 
viding for me one o£. the principal blessings of 
my. life ^ ft friend and a counsellor^ . in whose 
company, for almost: 8eyeityear4> (hough wc were 
seldom scvensuccpsaive wakiHg hours separated, I 
always found new pleasure :> A. friend who was 
not only a comfort to-m)rself,rlHit a blessing to^ 
f}ic afiectionatepoor people, a(npng:whom I then 
lived. 4 * , . 

Some time a(%er incliiiatioa: bad thus removed 
htm from the hurry and bustle of, life, he was still 
ipore secluded by a long indisposition, and my 
pleasure was succeeded by a proportionable de- 
gree of anxiety and concern, fiut a hope, that 
ihffi.God whom he served woijdd support him 
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Till TREfXCt. 

under hl^ afflict rnn, and at length Yoachsife 
him a hnppy deKvcrantJc, never forsook me. The 
cVstrable crisis, I trust, is now nearly approach- 
ing. The dan-n, the presage df ret timing daj^, 
ts already afrired. - He 13= sfc^n enabled to re* 
snmt bis pirn, and -some of the first fruits of 
hts recmTrr are here prcseirted to the pnWic. 
Ill hiy principal: snbject*; tlie ^^mie acumen wh?c!i 
dtstingcristied him in the < e^rly: period of li^^is 
Happily empIo^Tdviiv illCibtrnting and enforcing 
the truths, of \Thk'h he received such deep and 
unalterable irapressions in his maturer years. Hi«r 
satir6, if it may be scalted* fov is'benevelenf, (like 
the crperat ions- of the^sfcilfdf and humane surgeon, 
who woontlsonly to- heafl,):. (dictated by a joRr re- 
gard for4he honour of Gods and indignant grie^ 
excited by thepmfligacy of the age, and a tender 
compassion for -the sou!$ of. itte n. 

Hiff fa vom^te- topics we least insistcti An in thcp 
piece entitled Tahfci TaWk r \thirh thrt^fore, with 
Sonne regard to th^pMrtHing tAste, rfntfthat those, 
who are gdtemtfd by it, m^y noH be discouraged 
at" the rery threshold fmtn proceeding farther, 
is ' placed firft. fn ' mdst of the larger Poemv' 
which follow, his leading design is more e«pli- 
ritly aTo^;s^ and puTst^fedr He Mths- to comniu- 
rtirirte^ltis'Own perfceptTons-of the truth, beauty, 
and inflfufttctt of the rcHgion of the Bible^-4i 
fdigion, wfiids however drscrridited hf the: mis- 
eondu€^ of rfiany, who hate ndt rehoi'mced tb6 
ehriflhrti nbiA^iJWvts^ilsHf, 'whew righlVy *- 



^erstoody and cordially embraced, to be the grand 
^Usideratum,^vr}x\c)x alone can relieve the mind 
of man from painful and unavoidable anxieties, 
inspire it with stable peace and solid hope, and 
furnish those motives and prospects, which, in 
the present state of things, are absolutely ne- 
cessary to prodiace a conduct worthy of a rational 
ereatnre, distinguished by a vastnesa of capacity, 
^ vhich no assemblage of earthly good can satisfy, 
Imd by a principle and prc-intimation of immor- 
tality, 

At a Ume when hypothesis and conjecture in 
^liloiophy are so jostly exploded, and little is 
considered, as deserving ,the name of knowledge, 
vluch will not stand the test of experiioent, the 
.yery nse of the term expermenidl in religious 
concemmeats is by too many unhappily rejected 
with disgust* Bat we well know> that they, 
who a^d to despise the inward feelings, which 
raligipus persons speak of, and to treat them as 
enthusiasm and folly, jiiave inward feelings qf 
their own,, which, though they wquld, they can" 
apt suppress. We .h^ve been- too long, in the 
aecret ourselves to account the proud, the ambi- 
■ tious^ or the voluptuous» happy. We must lofe 
the remembrance of what we once were, before 
w^ can believe, that a man is satisfied with 
.himself, merely because he endeavours to appear 
ao. A smile upon the face is often but^ a mask 
worn occasion^ly and in company, to prevent, 
|f.pos4ble, a su9picioa:of.whai;attbe same time 



h pisstng hi the hear^. Wt Itntjw llbt thcrt 
are people, who stefTdorn smite when th«*r arc 
a!(m*, Whd thertftSrA -tfre glaxi ^o hide them- 
^hrei In k tfirong fitffA the vicjlrnce of their 
own refffectioris^ and \thro, while by their looks 
and thW*" lAngnage \htf wiih lb penji^Ttfe n» they 
flrfr happy, wrniW b6 gla^ to chaiTgo their con- 
ditions wrth tf dW>g. Di/t ?n c^fiiince of all' their 
<Sfertt fhey oormmift m tlrink, forebode, and 
•W»bfc; Tb?» -^tj l^n6\f, frtr. W has been onr 
own state, and therefore we know how to cotn- 
■mriHrii^ii ht ^hw*.— Prom tljis sfefe the Bible 
relferitfd w.— iWhiriV^^ 'Wfer^ 16afl fo r*a« 5« T^ith 
i((feft<?on, wc ibtm* o^hf^ves d6jcrilye^.-^We 
li^amt ih6 causes of (ftir i*^«4e«ttde-*-we ifwe 
<!irecfed to a metfc«d of relf^f — w* trifecf, ariff we 
#ert act di«»ppoihte<l.- 

We ait^ dd^ i^Htftt fhaC fh^' gospeP of Christ 
Is tR* poir^ of Grod unfo safvrtron, to ^?ery one 
ftat faeKcTctlj. If hasrrccoDciled'ws t^ God-, and 
f9 oCu^ves, to ooV cMljr, and ettr situafton. It 
^ i^it bafto afNf ooHral'df thfe present lift; and a 
«or^^?^ff awfWttke agaitwt fhe fear of deatft. 

5rtf Jia'cUntis JLte. ScPme smalfer p!ec6s upon 

I^ss iniporfanfr snbje6fe c^oso fh* vohsme. Not 

one of them, I believe, was- written with a vrew 

f& pttbficatioB, but r was mnrrlling they shonfd 

btf 6mitt6d. 

Ja»if NtWTcm. 

Chailes SquarCf Hoxtoa^ 
February" i Sf» 1 7 ^ 2 • 
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TABLE TALK. 

Si tc ibrtc meae gravis urct sarcina chartat, 
Abjicito ' Hon. I«ib. 1. £pist. 13, 

^. You tpld roe, I remember, glory, jbuilt 
On ^fish principles, is «b8me and giirk^ ■ " 
The deeds, that men admire as half divine. 
Stark naughty because corrupt in their design. 
Stnmge doctrine this ! that without scruple tears 
The laurel, that the scty lightning spares ; 
Brings down the warrjor*8 trophy to the dust. 
And eats into his bloody sword like rust. 

6. 1 grant that, men continuing what they are, 
Pierce, avaricious, proud, there must be war. 
And never meant the rule should be applied 
To him that fights with justice on his side. 

Let laurels, drenched in pure Parnassian dews. 
Reward his memory, dear to every muse^ 
Who^ with a courage of unshaken root. 
In honour's jSeld advancing his firm foot^ 

TOL. I. B 
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2 TABLE TALK. 

Plants it apon the line that justice drau ■;, 
And will prevail or perish in her cause. 
*Tis to the virtues of sach men, man owes 
His portion in the good, that heaven bestows. 
And when recording history displays 
F^ts of renown, though wrought in ancient days. 
Tells of a few stout hearts, that fought and died 
Where duty placed them, at their country's side; 
The man that is not moved with what he reads^ 
That takes not £re at their heroic deeds. 
Unworthy of the blessings of the br»ve> 
Is base in kind, an4. borii ta be a siavcu 

But let eternal infamy pursue 
The wretch to nought but his ambition true. 
Who, for the sake of fSlitig with one Wjftt 
The post-Aott)s of all Europe, Tays her waste. 
Th i nk ybtirgel f stationed on a t owei^ti g raek;, 
To see a people scattwed Uke a floek, 
S©f»e i*€^al masfiflP patiting at tkeir hecefe. 
With all the savage tMfst a tyger feels; 
Then view hira- self proclaimed fn a gazette 
Chief monster, fhat has plafgned" the nations yet: 
Thfrglbbcand sceptre in- strch- h«nd< mteplatet}-. 
Those ensigns of dominion, how disgraced ! 
The g\vt99 f hat bids man mark the fleeting hour. 
And death-'a own scythe would better speak Ids 

power; 
Then grace the bony phantom in iherr stead 
With the king's shoulder knot and gay cockadb; 
Clothe the twht brethren in each other's dtftss. 
The same their occupattion and success. 



TABLt TAtlL. $ 

A. 'Tis your belief tlic World was made for man j 
Kings do but rea^ion on the self-sime plsiti ^ 
Maintaining your's, you cannot theirls condemn. 
Who tliink, or seem to think, man made for them. 

B, Sejdom, ahs! the power of logic reigns 
With much sufficiency in roytfl brains ; 
Such reasoning falls like an inverted cone. 
Wanting its proper base to stand ujpon. 

Man made for l:ings ! those optics are but dim. 
That tell you so-— say, rather, they fbr him. 
That were indeed a king-ennobling thought, 
Could they, or would they, reason ds they ought. 
The diadem, with mighty projects lined 
To catch renown by ruining mankind, ■ 
Is worth, with all its gold and glitterittg store. 
Just what the toy will sell for, and no more. 
Oh! bright occasiX)n» of dispensing good. 
How seldom used, how little understood! 
To pour in virtues lap her just rewardi 
Keep vice restrained behind a double guard : 
lb quell the faction that affronts the throne. 
By silent magnanimity alone ^ 
To nurse with tender care the tliriving ar6. 
Watch every beam philosophy imparts j 
To give religion hei: unbridled scope. 
Nor judge by statote a believer's hope; 
With close fidelity and love unfeigned 
To keep the matrimonial bond unscsif ned \ 
€k)vetous only of a virtuous pt-adsef 
His life 9 lesson to ilst land he sways; 

»3I 



4 TABLE TALK. 

To touch the sword witli conscientious awe. 
Nor draw it but when duty bids him draw; 
To sheath it in the peace- restoring close 
With joy beyond what victory bestows; 
Blest country, where these kingly glories shine; 
Blest England, if this happiness be thine! 

A, Guard what you say; the patriotic tribe 
Will sneer and charge you with a bribe. — £. A 

bribe ? 
The worth^ of his three kingdoms I defy. 
To lure me to the baseness of a lie. 
And, ofall lies, (be that one poet's boast) 
The lie that flatters I abhor the most. 
Those arts be their's, who hate his gentle reign. 
But he that loves him has no need to feign. 

-^.Your smooth eulogium to one crown addressed. 
Seems to imply a censure on the rest. 

B, Quevedo, as he tells his sober tale, 
Aiked, when in hell, to see the royal jail ; 
Approved their method in all other things ; 
But where, good sir, do you confine your kings? 
There — said his guide — the group is full in view. 
Indeed?— replied the Don — there are but few. 
His black interpreter the charge disdained — 
Few, fellow } — ^I'hcre are all that ever reigned. 
Wit, undistinguishing, is apt to strike 

The guilty and not guilty both alike. 
I grant (he sarcasmr is too severe. 
And we can readily refute it here; ^ 

While Alfr^V name, the- father of his age, 
i^pd the Sixth £dwai'd's grace the historic page. 
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ji. Kings then at last have but the lot of all. 
By their own conduct they must stand or fall, 

JJ.True. While they live, the courtly laureat pays 
His quit-rent ode, his pepper-corn of praise^ 
And many a dunce whose fingers itch to write. 
Adds, as he can, his tributary mite; 
A subjects faults a subject may proclaimj 
A monarch's errors are forbidden game ! 
Thus free from censure, over-awed by fear. 
And praised for virtues, that they scorn to wear. 
The fleeting forms of majesty engage 
Respect, while stalking over life's narrow stage; 
Then leave their crimes for history to scan. 
And ask witli busy scorn. Was thts the man? 

I pity kings, whom worship waits upon 
Obsequious from the cradle to the throne ^ 
Before whose infant eyes the flatterer bows. 
And binds a wreath about their baby biowsj 
Whorn education stiffens into state, 
And death awakens from that drenm too late. 
Oh! if servility with supple knees, 
Whose trade it is to smile, to crouch, topkasc) 
If smooth dissimulation, skilled to grace 
A devil's purpose with an angel's face 5 
If smiling pteresses, and simpering peers, 
Encompassing his throne a few short years j 
If tlie gilt carriage and the pampered sttred. 
That wants no driving, and disdains the lead; 
If guards, mechanically formed in ranks. 
Playing, at beat of drum, their martial pranks^ 

B3 
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Shouldering and standing as if stuck to Stcne^ 
While condescendibg majesty looks oni ^ 

If monarchy doosist in such base things^ 
Sighing, I s$y again, I pity kings! 

To be ^u^p^ted, thsvarted, and withstood, 
£veo when he labours for liis country's good; 
To see ^ band^ called patriot for no cause^ 
But that they c^tch at popular applauscj^ 
Carel^^s gf all the aifxie^ty he feels. 
Hook ^i ^appointment on the public wheels; 
With all their Hippant fluapcy of tongue, 
^iQSt cooi&dent, whru pal]>ably most wjtong; 
If this be kingly, then fifU-ewell for me 
All kingphip;* and may X be poor and free! 

To be the Table Talk qf dubs up stairs. 
To Which the- unwaished artificer repairs. 
To indulge his genius after long fatigue. 
By diving into cabinet intrigue 5 
(For^hat kings deem a toil, as well they may<> 
To him is. relas^ation and mere play) ' 
To win no praise when well- wrought plans prevail. 
But to b^ rudely censured when they fail; 
To doubt the* love his favourites may pretend. 
And in reality to find no friend } 
If he indulge a cultivated taste, -x 

His galleries with the works of art well graced, > 
To hear it edlled extravagance and Waste; J 
If these attendants, and if suqh as these. 
Must follow royalty, thw welcome ease; 
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However hufublc and confiaed the spltere» 
Happy tbe frtate^ that kas not these to fear. 

A.'Xbii% coen, wboeetboiights CQUtemplad ve have 
On situations^ that they oever £clt, [dwek 

Start uf^ sagaciou9> covered with the dust 
Of dreaming study and pedantic rust, 
And prate and pieach about what others proye. 
As if the world and they were hand and giove. 
Lcttve kingly backs to oope with kingly cerea^ 
They have their weight to carry, subiects their's; 
Poets, of all mtn, ever least regret 
Increasing taxes and the nation's debt. 
Could you contrive the payment^ and rehcaiBe 
The mighty pla^j oraci^lar^ in verse. 
No bard> however nia>estic« old or new, 
Should claim niy^fixtatlieDtion more than you. 

B. Not Brindby nor \Bridgewater would es>,ay 
To ti|m tlie course of Helioon that way; ■ 
Nor would the Nine cooatnt the sacred tide 
Should purl amidst the trafBc of Cheapside, 
Or tickle in 'Change Ailey^ to amuite 
The leathern ears of stock-jobbers and jews. 

j4. Vouchsafe, at least, to pitch the key of riiyme 
To themes mpre pertinent> if less sublime. 
When ministers and ministerial arts ; 
Patriots, who lore good places at their hearts; 
W^ea admirals, extdled for standing still. 
Or doing noUiing with a deal of skill) 
Generals, who will not conquer when they nruiy, 
Ftrm friends to peace, to pleasure, and good pay ; 
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When freedom, wounded almost to despaJr, 

Though discontent alone can find out where; 

When themes like these employ the poet's tongue^ 

.1 hear as tnule as if a syren sung. 

Or tell me, if you can, what power maintains 

A Briton*s scorn of arbitrary chains ? 

That were a theme might animate the dead. 

And move the lips of poets cast hi lead. 

B, The cause, though worth the search, may 
yet elude 
Conjecture and remark, however shrewd. 
They take perhaps a well directed aim. 
Who seek it in his climate and his frame* 
Liberal in all things else, yet nature here 
With stem severity deals out the year. 
Winter invades the spring, "and often pours 
A chilling flood on summer*s drooping flowers; 
Unwelcome vapours quench aulumnaJ beams, 
Ungenial blasts attending curl the streams ; 
The peasants urge their harvest, ply the fork ■ 
With double toil, and shiver at their work; 
Tims witli a rigour, for his good designed, 
She rears her favourite man of all mankind. 
His forpa robust and of elastic tone. 
Proportioned well, half muscle and half boiie, * 
Supplies with warm activity and force 
A miqd weii-lodged, and masculine of course. 
Hence liberty, sweet liberty inspires. 
And teeps alive his fierce but noble fires. 
Patient of constitutional contronl. 
He beats it with meek manliness of soul; 
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But, if authority grow wanton, woe 

I'o him that treads upon his free born toe 5 

Orte step beyond the boundary of the laws 

Fires him at once in freedom*s glorious cause. 

Thus proud prerogative, not much revered; 

Is seldom felt, though sometimes seen and heard) 

And in his cage, like' parrot fine and gay. 

Is kept to strut, look big, and talk away. 

Born In a climate softer far than our'g. 
Not formed like us, with such Herculean powdr». 
The Frenchman easy, dehonaii' and brisk. 
Give him his lass, his fiddle, and his frisky. * 
Is always happy, reign whoever may. 
And laughs the sense of misery far way; 
He drinks his simple beverage with a gust ; 
And^ feasting on an onion and a crust. 
We never feel the alacrity and joy, 
With which he diouts and carols Five le Roy, • 
Filled with as much true merriment and g1ee> 
As if he beard his king say —Slave, be free. 

Thus 'happiness depends, as nature shows. 
Less OR exterior things than most suppose* 
Vigilant over all that he has-made, 
Kind Providence attends with gracious aid j . 
Bids equity throughout hi!)* works prcvaH, 
And weighs the nations in an even scaler 
He can encourage slavery to a smile, 
Aod fill with discontent a British isle. 

ji. Freeman find slave then, if thecase besuck^ 
Stand on a tevei) and you prove too much: 

B 6 
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]f all men indUcriminately sbare 

His fo&teriDg powerj and tutelary care. 

As well tie joked by despotism's hand. 

As well at, large in Sritain*s chartered laud, 

B. No. Freedom has a thousand cUarnos^to sho\i 
'ffaat slaves, however contented, never know. 
The mind attains beoeath her happy reign 
The growth, that nature meant she should attain 
The varied fields of science, ever new, 
Qp€;Q,ii]^ ^nd wider opening on her view. 
She ventures onwaid with a prosperous force. 
While p^ h^sfi fear impedes hex In her course. 
Religion, richest favour of the skies, . 
Stands oKi^t reveled before the freema»*s eyesiy 
No shades of sopevstUic^ bJot the day^r 
Liberty cha^ea^ Hi that gloom away ^ 
The sou), emaqeipatedf onoppressed, 
Fre^ to prove aU things apd hokl fast the best. 
Learns miich; and to a th^saad listeniQg misKi 
Communicates with joy the good she finds; 
Couragei in aro^, and ever prtotnpi to show 
His ma^y forehead to tho fiercest foe; 
Glorious in war^ but for the sake of peace. 
His sp'uil». rising as^ his toila inerease. 
Guards well, what arts^ and iodcstry have won^ 
And freedoQP. clmaia inm fav her fint bom son;;. 
Slaves fight fqr what were betto: cast away— 
I'he chain that binds tbem» atid a tyraivt*s swajc; 
But \b^Ya tjbat fight for fveedoov undertake 
^l^e n^^Qiti^aviiP Qiankindc^haiMt a;t stakq: 
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Religion^ virtue, -truth, whateiierivie caH 
A blessiog«-*^freeciom is the pledge of all. 
Oh liberty ! the prisoner s pleasing dream. 
The poet^s qpmse, his passion and his theme ; 
Genius is tfainq, and thou art fancy s nnrae; 
Lost without thc€ the ennobling power of Terse 5 
Hemic song frum thy free touch acquires 
Its cleafeat toijie, tlie rapture it inspbes : 
Place oie whent winter breathes iiis keenest air. 
And I will siBf]^, if liberty be there 5 
And I will sing at liberty's dear feet. 
In Afric-s. tonid clime, or India's fiercest heat* 

^. Sing whereyou please; insuch a cause I grant 
Ap £ogiihh poet*s privilege to rant; 
But is npt freedoni--^at least is not our's 
Too apt to play the wanton with her powers. 
Grow freakish, and overleaping every mound, 
Spreai anarchy and temor all around } 

B. Agreed, fiut would you sell or slay your horie 
For boui^ding and curvietting in his couTse; 
Or if, when ridden with, a careless rein. 
He bneftk away, and seek the distant plain? 
No. His high mettle, nnder good controul. 
Gives himiOIynipiefiipeed, and shoota him to the goaU 
. . Ld dndplMho employ her wholesome arts ; 
Let .oiagtstiBtea alert perfbmi their parts^ 
Not ski^ ov pvt o^;a pmdeattal mask, ' 
As if their duty wexie a desperate task; 
Let active laws a^y the needlul curb 
To gnard'-tlie poac^»Mtbat riot would dist^b ; 
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Nov from the duit of ancient days bring forth 
Their so\)tr zeal, integrity, and worth j 
Courage, ungraced by these, affronts the skies^ 
Is but the fire without the sacrifice. 
The stream, that feeds the well- spring of the heart, 
Not more invigorates life'g noblest part. 
Than virtue quickens with a warmth divine 
The powers, that sin has brought to a decline. 

^. The inestimable estimate of Brown 
Hose like a paper-kite, and charmed the town } 
But meafitireiT, planned and executed well. 
Shifted the wind that raised it, and it fell. 
He trod |bc very self- same ground you tread. 
And victory reftited all he said. 

J5, And yet his judgment was not framed amiss j 
Its error, if it erred, was merely this — 
He thetight the dying hour already come. 
And a complete reeor^ struck him dumb. 

But that e^mitiiacy, fblly, lust^, 
Snervate and enfeeble, and ne^eds must. 
And that a, nation shamefully debased, 
Will bo despised and trampled *^on at lflst> 
Unless sweet penitence her powers renew. 
Is truth, if history itself be true. 
Ther^ is ^ time> and justice marks^^ the date, 
R>vtor^-^6rbearing clemency to wait; - 
Tbtti^ hooii lapsed, the ineurable revok 
Is punished, and down comes the thunderbolt. 
If mercy then^ put by the threitrdog blow, 
Mui fhct peifbittt the Moae Jdnd office iiotc^ P 
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May she ! and^ if o&ndisd b^vea \)Q siHl; 

Accessible^ ^d prayer prevaii, the wilL <• • ^ 

*Tis not however iosolence and noise^ 

The tecnpest of tumultuary joys. 

Nor is it yet dcftpoodence and diaoiay • 

Will win her visifs or engage hor stay i 

Prayer only, and the penitential tear, 

Can call her smiling down, and fix her here. 

But when » country (one that J could n^ox;) 
Id prostitution sinks the sense of shame } 
When iafamous venality^ grown boldj 
Writer on his I^Kisom, ^a l-^ let^ wt told % 
When perjury^ that hea¥en-defying vice. 
Sells oaths by tale, and at the low^est prtcei 
Stamps Qod*8 own name upon a lie justt made. 
To turn a penny in the way of trade % 
When avarice starves (a^d nevor hides bis face) 
Two or three millions of the hnman race, 
Aud not a tongue inquires, how, where, or when, 
Thougl\ concience will have twinges no\v au4 

then; 
When profanation of the aacred cause 
In all its parts, times, mimstry, and laws. 
Bespeaks a land> once ch^kvtian, ^leni and lost * 
In aU> that wars against that title mqst, . 
Wli^t fc^ows ne^it le4 cities of great namcj, 
And regions long since deapkte proclaim. 
Nineveh, Babfyloo^^ an^ anqiem Rowe, 
Speak to the preaoA^timi^^ and tiipes to coffiiff > 
They cry riosri ia «ar«ry fiawiesf Cftr, . . 
Stopi wj^ile you may ; suspend your mad career > 
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O learn from 6ur example and our fate. 
Learn wisdom and repentance ere too late. 

Not only vice disposes and prepares 
The ra1nd, that slumbers sweetly in her snares. 
To stoop to tyranny's usurped command, 
And bend her polished neck beneath his hand« 
(A. dire effect, by one of nature's laws _ 
Unchangeably connected wiih its cause) j 
But Providence himself will intervene 
To throw his dark displeasure over the scene. 
All are his ihstrnmentsj each form of war. 
What burns at home, or threatens from afar. 
Nature in arms^ her elements at strife. 
The storms, that overset the joys of life, 
- Are but his rods to scourge a guilty land. 
And waste it at th& bidding of his hand. 
He gives the word, and mutiny soon roars 
In all her ^tes, and shakes her distant shores; 
The standards of all nations are unfurled ; 
She has one foe, and that one foe the worid. 
And, if he doom that people with a flown, 
And mark them with a seal of wrath pressed down. 
Obduracy takes place; callous and tough. 
The reprobated race grows judgment proof : 
Earth shakes beneath them/and heaven roars above; 
But nothing scares them from thie course they love t 
To the lascivious pipe and wanton song, 
That charm down fear, they frolic it along, 
Wiik mad rapidity and uncoDcem, 
Down to the ^Ipb, from vhkb is no returiL 
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They trust io navies^ and their navies fail-^ 
6od*8 curse can cast away ten thousand sail! 
They trust in armies^ and their courage dies; 
In wisdom, wealth, in fortune^ and in lies; * 
But all they trust in withers as it must. 
When he commands, in whom they place no trust. 
Vengeance at last pours down upon their coast 
A long despised, bat now viiStorious, host; 
Tyranny sends the chain^ thnjt roust aibridge 
The noble sweep of all their privilege i 
Gives 'liberty the last, the mortal shock ^ 
Slips the slave*s collar en, and snaps the iock. 

A* Such lofty strains embellish what youteach^ 
Mean you to prophesy, or but to preach f ' 

B. I know the mind, that feels indeed the fire 
The muse imparts, and can-'cotnmand tb^ lyrq. 
Acts with a force-land' kindles wiih a zeal, 
Wbatcvei:>the theme, tjiat others nerver feel. 
If human v^oes her soft attention claim, 
A tender- sympathy pei*vades the frame. 
She pours a sensibility divine 
Along tbe» nen^d 0f every feeling 11 ne. ' ' 
But if a deed not < tamely to be borne 
Fire indignation and a sense of scorn. 
The strings-are swept ivith such a power so loud, 
The.ktorm of music shakes the astonished crowd. 
So, when remote futurity is brought 
Before the keen" inqu i ry of her though t, 
Aterriblc. sagacity informs 
The poet's heart; he looks to distant stormsi 
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He b^ars the tinnnder ece the teropeet lowen ; 
And Armed with strengthsarpasfting hntnati pewetM, 
Seizes evecits as yot unknown to man. 
And clarto his soul into the dawDiag pdaiu 
Hence, in a Homan month, the gnacefal name 
Of prophet and o^ poet was the same; . 
Hence British poets too the priesthood shared. 
And es^ery hallowed druid was a bard. 
But 99 pcopl)i»tic %es tp roe belong; 
I play \iritb syllahks> and ipoct in song. 

J, At Wostcninater, whe;;ne Utile poets strive * 
To set 4 dtiatidi upon-^ix aiKi Bya^ 
Where ^isci|)line helps the opening buds of secscj 
And makes his pnpils proud -with silf er-penoe, 
I wa« a poet too : but mgdern taste 
Is >Q rei^fiied^ and dedicate, and chaste. 
That vi9ft»ev whatever ^e the fancy warms, 
Witi^Qj^ a esc^my smoothness has no charms. 
Thus, all success depending on an eat. 
And tbin{iiog I ipight purchase it too. dear. 
If sentiment were sacrificed to sound. 
And truth cut short to make a period ponnd, 
I. fudged a naan of sense could scarce do worse, 
Than caper in the morris-dance of verse. 

B. Thus reputation is. a spur to wit. 
And some wits flag through fear of losing it. 
Give me the line, that plows its stately course 
Like, a prc^udswan conquering the stream by force: 
That, like some cottage beauty, strikes the heart 
duiieumndpht^d to the tric)i9 of a^-t. 



When labour and when dulness^ dub in hand^ 
Like the two figures at St. Dunstan's ilftod. 
Beating altemalelyy in measured timey 
The clock-work tintinabulum of rbiooe^ 
£xa& and regular the sounds will be 3 
But such mere quar^r-strokes are not for me. 

From him who rears a poem lank and longj 
To him, who straios bis all into a song ; 
Perhaps some bopny Caledonian air> 
All birk^ and braep itbovigh he was never there ; 
^Or^ having whelpe^.a prologue ^s^itb great paii^s^ 
Feek himself spentj, ajpdfi^iuble^. for his brains y 
A prologue interdasbed vitb many a stroke— 
An ait contrived to advertise a joke> 
So that, the jest is clearly to be seen* 
Not in^the words— but io-the gap beiweeo : 
JVbaner \» all in all, whatever is writ. 
The ^i^itute for genius, sense, and wit. 

To dally much with subje^ meaof and low 
Proves that the mind is weak, or make$ it so. 
Neglected talents rust into decay, 
.And every efibrt ends in push-pin play. 
The man, that means success, should $oar abovef 
A 8oldier*s feather, or a lady*s glove -, 
'Else, summoning the muse to such a themcj 
The fruit of all her labour is whipt-cream. 
As if an eagle flew aloft, and then — 
Stooped fhxn its highest pitch to pounce a wren* 
As if the poet, purposing to wed, 
l^hould carve hii^self a wif^ i^ gingerbread* 
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Ages elapsed efe Homer's lamp appeared. 
And age« ere the Mantuan swan was heard : 
To carry nature lengths unknown before. 
To give a Milton birth, a§ked ages more. 
Thus genius rdsc and set at ordered times. 
And shot a diy-spring into distant climes, 
Emiobling every region that he chose j 
He sunk in Greece, in Italy he rose j 
And, tedious years of Gothic darkness passed^ 
iLOierged all splendour in our isle at last. 
Thus lovely halcyons dive into the main, 
. Then show far off their-shininjg plumes again* 

A; Is genius only found in epic lays ? 
Prove this, and forfeit all pretence to praise. 
Make their heroic powers your own at once> 
Or candidly confers ycrorself a dunce. 

B, These were the chief: each interval of night 
Was graced with roiny an undulating light. 
In lesi^! illustrious bards his beauty shone 
A meteor, ora star) in these, the sun. 

The nightingale may claim the topmost bought 
While the poor grasshopper must clurp below. • 
Like him unnoticed, I, and such as I, 
Spread little wings, and rather skip than fly : 
Perched on the meager produce of the land. 
An ell or two of prospect we command \ 
But never peep beyond the thorny bound. 
Or oaken fence that hems the paddock rounds 

In Eden, ere yet innocence of heart 
Had faded; poetry was not an art| 



I 



TABLE TALK. 21 

m 

Language^ above all teaching, or if taught 

Only by gratitude and glowing thought, 

£legant as. simplicity, and warm 

Ad ecstacy, unmanacled by form, 

Not prompted as in our degenerate days. 

By low ambition and the thirst of praise. 

Was natural as is the flowing stream. 

And yet magnificent — A God the theme ! 

That theme oh earth exhausted, though above 

Tis found as everlasthig as his love,* : 

Man lavished all his thoughts on human things^-- 

The feats of heroes, and the wrath of kings: 

But still, while virtue kindled his delight^ 

The song was moral, and so far was right. 

*Twas thus till luxury seduced the mind 

To joys less innocent, as less refined ; 

Then genius danced a bacchanal ; he crowned 

The brimming goblet, seized the thyrsus, bound 

His brows with ivy, rushed into the field 

Of wild imagipation, and there reeled. 

The vidim of his own lascivious fires^ 

And dizzy with delight, profaned the sacred wires. 

Anacreon, Horace played in Greece and Home 

This bedlam part; and others nearer home. 

When Cromwell fought for power, and while he 

reigned 
The proud protedor of the power he gained. 
Religion harsh, intolerant, austere. 
Parent of manners like herself severe, 
Drew a rough copy of the Christian face 
Without the smile^ the sweetness^ or the grace ; 



The dark and sullen iraimmr of the tfnie 
Judged evtry cfibrt of the muse a crime 5 
Verse^ in tde finest mould of fancy cast. 
Was himber in an age so Toid of taste ; 
But, "wheu thb second Charles assumed the sway> 
And arts jcviTcd beneatli a softer day, 
Then> like a bow kng forded into a omtva. 
The mind, released from too constrained a netv^^ 
Flew to its first ^oiition irith a spring, 
That made the vatik»fl roofs of pteasure ring* . 
Mis cdtxrty the disaolute and hateful sfchool 
Of wantonness, where vice was taught by^nile. 
Swarmed with a sctibbHog lierd, as deep inlaid 
With brutal lust as €^'er Chrce made. 
From the^ a long succession, in the rage 
Of rank obscenity, 4cbatiched their a^-, 
Not oeasedy till c%er aoxicfus to redress 
Tbeahffises of fier sadred charge, the press, 
The must instructed a wdlwnuTtured train 
Of abler vot^fes to ckansc the sta'm. 
And claim the psAm for purity of song, ^ 
That lewdness, had trsiirped and worn so krug. 
Then dfecent pl:eas&dtry and sterling stnse. 
That neither gove nor woold endtrre aflfence^ 
VfhTpptd but of sight, with satire just and keeq. 
The puppy pack that had defiled the scehe. 
In front of these came Additoii. In him 
Humour in holiday and sightly trim. 
Sublimity and attic taste, oombined. 
To polish^ faroishf and d«li^t> tho miod^ 
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Then Pope, as harmony itself exad, 

In verse well diBcnplined, complete, compact, 

Ga%'e virtue and morality a grace. 

That quite eclipiing plex8ure\<r painted face. 

Levied a tax of wonder and applause. 

Even on. the fools that trampled on their lavrs* 

But he (his musical fihts^Q was such, 

So nice. his ear^ so delicate: His: touch) 

Made poetry a mere mecfaanic art> 

And every warbler faas' fais tune by heart. 

Nature imparting? her satincrgift. 

Her serious oairth, to Arbnthnot and Swift, 

With: ixfAl sobriety they rawed a smile 

At folly *s cost, tbciM«lves unmoved the while. 

That constellation- set, the world hi vain 

Must h«ype to look ;Ution then: like again. 

'ji> Ate we then left-^-d^ Not wholly io the dark; 
Wit now and /then struck smarttf sfacmrs a ^ark, 
.Sufficient to redtecb the modem race 
From total raght and absciater disgrace. 
While servile trick and iiBitatnre knack 
Confine the million in the beaten track, 
Perhaps ;i«0n» routser who dizains the road, 
Snuf!s up the wind, and -flings himself abroad. 

ContMBporaEiss ali snrpassed, «ee one 5 
Short his career; indeed, bat ably von j 
Churchill ; himself unconscious of his powers^ 
In pemii^' coosunied bis idle hours f 
And, like v scatfeeved seed at raa&km sown^ 
Was left to spiiDgby vigvarof &ss>owd. 
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Lifted at length, by dignity of thought 
. And dint of genius to an aflhient iot^ 
He laid his head in loxary's soft lap. 
And took, too often^ there his easy hap. ' 
If brighter beams than. all he threw not forth, . 
'Twas negligence in him^ not want of worth . 
Surly and slovenly, and bold and coarse. 
Too proud for iurt> and.trusting in mere force^ 
Spendthrift alike of money and of wit. 
Always at speed, and never drawing bit, : 
He struck the lyre in such a careless mood, • 
And SQ:dtsdaincd the rules he understood. 
The laurel seemed to wait on his command ;. ; 
He snatched it rudely from the muses* hand. 
Nature, exerting an unwearied power, 
Form«, opensi and gives scent to every flower j 
Sp^ieads the fresh verdure of the flelds, and leads 
7311& dancing Naiads through the dewy meads; ' ' 
She fills profuse ten thousand little ihroatg 
With music, modulating all their notes; 
And charnis the woodland scenes, and wilds un* 

known, : . 
Withvdrtless airs and concerts of her own : ^ 
But sddom (as if.fearfnl of expense) 
Vouchsafes to n^n a poet*s jtist ;pretenc&— - 
Fervency, freedom, fluency of thought, 
Hafiuony, strength, words exquisitely sought 5 
Fancy, that from the bow, that spans the sky. 
Brings .colours, dipt in heaven, .that never die; 
A soul, exalted above earth, a mind ; . 
Skilled in the characters ^at form mankind; 

i 



And, ag the s«m in Hsing l^eatrty dressed, 
LookiB to the westward from the dappled c2Litp 
And marks whatever douds may interpose. 
Ere yet his race begins, its glorious xylose ^ 
An eye like bis- to oatch the distant goal; 
Or, ere th©^^ wheels of verse begin to roll. 
Like his to shed tUumtnatiiig rays 
On every (secofr and sttbject it surveys: 
Thus graced, the man asserts a pdet*s name, 
And tlw world cheerfully admits the clahn. 

Pity religion has so seldom foond 
A skilful i^aide into poetic ground ! [stray> 

The flowers woidd sprmg wherever iht deigned t# 
And every muae attend her iit her way. 
Virtue indeed meets n»ny a rhiming friead> 
And many a eompHment politely penn^ ; 
But, unattired m that becoming vest 
fteligion weaves for her, and half ^ndressed> 
Stands in the desert, shivenng and^rlom, 
A wintry figure^ like a withered thcmp. 
The shelves are full, all other themef&re sped) 
Hackneyed and worn to the last flimsy ^read. 
Satire has long since done his best -, and curst 
And loathsome ribaldry has done his worst ; 
Fancy has spovted aril her powers nway 
In tales, in trifles, and in children's play$ 
And *tis the sad complaint, and almost true, 
Whatever we write, we bring forth nothing new. 
Tv/ere new indeed to see a bard all fire, 
Tonefaed with « coal from heaven assume the lyre, 

' VOL, !• <? 
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And tell the world, still kindling as he sung. 
With more than mortal music on his tongue. 
That He, who died below, and reigns abo\Fe, 
Inspires the song, and that his name is Love. 

For, after all, if merely to beguile. 
By flowing numbers and a flowery style. 
The taedium tliat the lazy rich endure, 
Which now and then sweet poetry may cure ; 
Or, if to see the name of idle self. 
Stamped on the well-bound quarto, grace the shelf. 
To float a bubble on the breath of fame, 
Prompt bis endeavour and engage his aim. 
Debased to servile.purposes of pride. 
How are the powers of genius misapplied ! - 
The gi ft, i whose office is the Giver's praise. 
To trace him in his word, his works, his ways ! 
Then spread the rich discovery, and invite 
Mankind^ to share in the divine delight. 
Distorted from its use and just design. 
To make the pitiful possessor shine. 
To purcliase, at the fool frequented fair 
Of vanity, a wreath for self to wear. 
Is profanation of the basest kind — 
Proof of a trifling and a worthless mind. 

A. Hail Sternhold, thenj and Hopkins, hail! 
B. Amen. 
If flattery, folly, lust, employ the pen j 
If acrimony, slander, and abuse. 
Give it a charge to blacken and traduce; . 
Though Butler's wit. Pope's numbers. Prior s ease« 
With all that fancy can inv«;iit to please. 
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A^«ra the polished periods as they fall, 
One madrigral of their*8 is worth them all. 

A, 'Twould thin the ranks of the poetic tribe. 
To dash the pen through all that you proscribe. 

J5. No matter — we could shift when they were 
not) 
And should^ no doubt, if they were all forgot. . 



THE PROGRESS OF ERROR. 



S3 quid loquar audleadum.^-Hox. Lib. 4. Od.i. 

Si KG, muse (if such a theme, so dark, so long, 
May find a muse to grace it with a song) 
By what unseen and unsuspeded arts 
The serpent error twines round human hearts j 
Tell where she lurks, beneath what flowery shad^t;. 
That not a glimpse of genuine light pervades, 
'The poisonous, blackj insinuating worm 
Successfully conceals her loathsome form. 
Take, if ye can, ye careless and supine. 
Counsel and caution from a voice like mine! 
I'ruths, that the theorist could never reach, 
4Bd ot)fieryatioii taught me, I would teach. 
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Not all, who«e eloquence the fancy fills, ^ 
Musical afr the chhn^ of tioklimg rills, 
W^k to perform, tbougl) mighty to preten4* 
Can trace her mazy wlndii^ %Q their 'end; 
Discern the fhiud beneath the (pecious lure; 
Prevent the danger, or prescribe the cure. 
The cleat baraqgqe, and ccikl as it is, clear. 
Falls soporific on the listless ear; 
Like quicksilver, the rhetoric they drsplay 
Shines as it runs, vbnt grasped a t~ slips away. 

Placed for his trial. on this bustling stage, 
From thoughtless youth to ruminating age. 
Free in his t<rtll* to choose or to refuse, 
Man may improve the crisis, or abuse; 
Else^ on the fatalist's unrighteous plan. 
Say to what bar amenable were man ? 
With nought in charge he could betray no trust; 
And, if he fell, would fall because he must; 
J.£ love reward him, or if vengeauQe strike^ 
His fecompeoise in both unjust alike.. 
Plvine authority wiJ^iin his bi'east 
Biings every thought^ word, action, to the test; 
W^riis him or prompts, ap.proves him or restraiQf# 
As reason, or 9a passiojo^ takes the reins. 
Heaven from above, and conscience from within^ 
Cries in his startled ear— Abstain from sin i 
The worid around solicits his desire. 
And kindles in his soul a treacherous fire; 
While, aU his purposes and steps to guard,^ 
Btaoe foll^urs virtue a« it^. sure reward; 
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'And pleasure brings as surely in her train 
Hcinorse and sorrow, and vindi6tiv« paip. 

Man, thus endued wiih an cledive voice, 
Must be supplied ^itb ols^^^s of his choice; 
Wherever hp turji^s, egjpyniept and deHght, 
Or present, or iq prospect, meet his sight ',, 
Those open on the spot their Moneyed storey 
Th^'se coll him loudly to pursuit of iporc. 
His unex]iaustcd.miiie the sordid vice 
Avarice shows, and virtue is the price. 
Here various motives liis.anibition raise- 
Power, pomp,an4 splendoqr, ^nd the thirst of praUe ; 
There beauty wooes him with, expanded arms ; 
Even bacchanalian ipadness has its charms. 

Not" thc§^. alone, whpse pleasutcs Ic^s re<ine4 
Might well alarm the rbost unguarded ipind, 
Setk to supplant his itiexperienced yoiith. 
Or lead him devioiis from the path of truth ; 
Hourly alhirements on his pa^si^ns presd> 
Safe in themsdves; but dangerous in the excess. 

Hark ! how it floats opoti the dewy air I 
O what a dying, dying cld^e was there ! 
'TIS harmony from Jron sequestered bofwer. 
Sweet harmony, that sooths the midnight hour! 
Long ere the charioteer of day had run 
His morning course, the enchantment was begun;. 
And he shall gild yon mountain's height again. 
Ere yet tlie pleasing toil becomes a pain. 

Is Lhh the tugged path, the steep ascent. 
That virtue points to ? Can a life thm speal 
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Lead to the hVm she promises the wise, 

Detach the soul from earth, atid speed her Co the 

skies? 
Ye devotees to your adored employ. 
Enthusiasts, drunk with an unreal joy. 
Love makes the music of the blest above. 
Heaven's harmony is universal love ; 
And earthly sounds, though sweet and well com-^N 
And lenieAt as soft opiates to the mind, ' [bined, > 
Leave vice and folly unsubdued behind. J 

Gray dawn appears ^ the sportsmafi and h\& trail 
Speckle the bosom of the distant plain j 
'Hs he, the Nimrod of the neighbouring lairs, 
Sive that his scent is less acute than their*s; 
For persevering chase, and headlong leaps. 
True beagle as the staunches t hound he keeps* 
Charged with. the folly of his life*s mad scene. 
He takes offence, and wonders what you mean ; 
The joy the danger and the toil overpays — 
* lis exercise, ^iid health, and length of days. 
Again impetuous to the field he flies ; 
Leaps every fence but one, there falls and dies; 
Like a slain deer, the tumbrel brings him home, 
Unmissed but by his dogs and by his groonu 

Ye clergy, while your orbit is your place. 
Lights of the world, and stars of human race; 
But, if eccentric ye forsake your sphere. 
Prodigies ominous, and viewed with fear. 
Tlie comet's baneful influence is a dream; 
Your's real and pernicious in the extreme. 
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What then! — are appetites and lusts laid down 
With the same case that man puts on his gown ? 
Will avarice and concupiscence give place, [Grace? 
Charmed by the soundi— Your Reverence, or Your 
No. But his own engagement binds him fast ; 
Or, if it does not, brands him to the last 
What atheists call him— <i designing knave, 
A mere church juggler, hypocrite, and slave. 
Oh, laugh or mourn with me the rueful jest, 
A caisocked huntsman, and a fiddling priest ! 
He from Italian songsters takes Iris cue : 
Set Paul to music, he shall quote him too. 
He takes the field, the master of the pack 
Cries— WeH done saint! and claps him on the back. 
Is this the path of sanctity ? Is this 
To stand a way-mark in the road to bliss ? 
Himself a wanderer from the narrow way. 
His silly sheep, what wonder if they stray ? 
Go, cast your orders at your Bishop's feet. 
Send your dishonoured gown to Mon mouth-street! 
The sacred function in your hands is made- 
Sad sacrrlege! no function, but a trade! 
Occiduus is a pastor of renown. 

When he hasprayedandpreached the sabbath down. 
With wire and catgut he concludes. the day. 
Quavering and semiqaavering care away. 
The full concerio swells upon yOur ear; 
All elbows shake! Look in, and you would swear 
The Babylonian tyrant with a nod 
Had summoned them to serve his golden god. 
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So well that thought the empioymcBt seemstg 9Urt>* 
Ps^lterj- and sackbut, dulcimec aud ^l«. 
Oh.^.^ 'tis evAngelual and piure : 
Observe each face^ how 9ober aoddeiaative! 
Ecstflsj 8et» her stamp oa every mieo ; 
Chins fallen^ >ud not an eye*ball to. be seen. 
Still X insist^ though musie heretofore 
Has charmed me mueh, (r>ot even iQccidunt mcHi\ 
I/oye> joj> and peaoe make btrmonj more onset 
tor sabbath evenings^ adid j^hapi aft nvect. 

Will not the sickliest !il\eep> of every IMA 
fiesort to this example as a fock$ 
There stand, and justify the foal a^ose 
Of sabbavhhqurs^.^ith plifwaible caixauei 
If flpostoKc gravity' be free 
To play the fool on Sundayjj, wiu^ not. we^ 
If he the tinkling iiarpsichord regatda 
As inoffensive^ w^at offence io cafds^ 
Strike up the 6ddles^ let ns aU be g9^, 
X^aymen have leave to dance^ if parsons phiy^ 

Oh Italy!—- thy sabbaths will be soooa 
pur sabbathsy closed with mumiuery and buiSxm. 
Preaching asd pranks will. share the motleir. 

scene, 
0^r*8 parcelled out, aus thine hare ever bee] 
God's worship and the mountebank between. 
Wliat says the prophet;? Let that day be blest 
"Wit-h holiness and consecratfsd rest. 
Tastime and business both it should e3iclude» 
i^nd. bar th^ door ttijs i^pmi^ut, ttxey injirude;, 
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Nobly distinguished ^bove all the six. 
By deeds ki which the world must never mix<« 
Hear him again. He calls it a^ delight, 
A day of luxury^ observed aright^ Cgoest;. 

When the glad soul' is made heaven's welcoma 
Sits banqnetii^y and God provides thefeasU 
But tri£ierft are engaged and cannot come; 
Their aoswer to th& call is-^iVb^ at komei 
Oh the dfear pleasures of the tselvet pl^io^ 
The painted tablets, d«alt and dealt again. 
Cards, with what rapture, and the polished die>. 
The yawning ehasm of indolence supply ! 
Then to the dance, and make the sober moon 
Witness of joys that shun the tight of noon* 
Blame, cynic, if you cair> quadnifeoi-'ball, - 
The snug close party, or the splendid hnll. 
Where night, down-stooping from her ebon throne;^. 
Views constellai-ions brighter than her own. 
Tis innocent, and harmless, and refined,. 
Th^ balm of care, elysium of the mind. 
Innocent r Oh if venerable time 
Slain at the foot of pleasure be no crime. 
Then, with his silver beard and magic wiin(^ 
Let Comus rise Arcjibishop of tlie land y 
Let bim your rubric and your feast prescribe^. 
Grand metropolitan ofalLthe tribe. 

Of manners rough, and coarse adiletic caat,.. 
The rank debauch. suits Clodio*s filthy ^aste. 
RufiUus, exquiskely formed by rule, 
Nat of the inonili but the dancing uixonij, 
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Wonders at Glodic'.s follies, in a tona 

As tragical, as others at his own. 

He cannot drink five bottles, bilk the score. 

Then kill a^ constable, and drink five more; 

But he can draw a pattern, make a tart. 

And has the ladies etiquette by heart.' 

Go foot; and, arm in arm with Clodio, plead 

Your cause before a bar yon little dread ; 

But know, the hw, that bids the drunkard die. 

Is far too just to pass the trifier by. 

Both baby-featured, and of infant stze, '^ 

Viewed from a distance, and with heedless eyes^ 

Folly and innocence are so alike. 

The difference, though essential, fails to strike; 

Yet foUy ever has a vacant stare, 

A simpering countenance, and a trifling air; 

But innocence, sedate, serene, erect. 

Delights W8, by engaging our respect. 

Man, natare*s guest by invitation sweet. 

Receives from her both appetite and treat 5 

But, if he play the glutton and exceed. 

His benefactress blushes at the deed. 

For nature, nice, as liberal to dispense. 

Made nothing but a brute the slave of sense. 

Daniel ate pulse by choice— exanople rare! 

Heaven bli^ssed the youth, and made him fresh and 

fair. 
Gorgonius sits, abdominons and wan. 
Like a fat scpab upon a Chinese fan : - ^ 
He snuffs far off. the anticipated joy ; 
Turtle and veuisoQ all his thoughts employ; . 
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Prepares for meals as jockies take a sweat. 
Oh, nauseous!— an emetic for a whet! 
Will Providence overlook the wasted good? 
Temperance wcr© no virtue if he could. 

That pleasures, tl^crefore, or what such we call, 
.Are hurtful, is a truth confessed by all. 
And sOtxe, that seem to threaten virtue less^ 
Still hurtful,, in the abuse, or by the excess. 

Is man then only for his torment placed 
The centre of delights he may not taste? 
X.ike fabled Ta^tai-us^. condemned to hear 
The precjo^, stream s^till purling in his ear^ 
Lip-deep in what he longs for, and yet curst 
With prohibition, and perpetual thirst? 
No, wrangler— destitute of shame and sense. 
The precept, that enjoins him abstinence^ 
Porbids him noAe but the licentious joy, ^ 

"Whose fruit, though fair, tempts only to destroy- 
Bemorse, the fatal egg by pleasure laid 
In every bosom where her nest is made. 
Hatched by the beams of truth, denies hin) rest* 
And proves a. raging scorpion in his breast, 
No pleasure ? Are domestic comforts dead ? 
Are all the nameless sweets of friendship fled? 
Has time yfotp out, or fashion put to shame. 
Good sense, good health, good conscience, an^ 

good fame? 
All these belong to virtue, and all prove 
That virtue has a title to your love. 
Have you no touch of pity, that the poor 
Stand starved at your inhospitable door? 
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Or if ycmrtdf too scantily supplied . 
l^eed help, let honest inda«lry provide. 
£am, if yoa want; if you abotmd^ impartr 
These both ait pleflsmres to* the fbding hetecVUr 
Hb plbsfstn^? Bas some stcKIy eastern wastso^ 
Sent Qs a wind to (jarch: us at a blast? 
Can BHtish paradise no scenes ailbrd 
To ples^e her sated and indifferent lord?' 
Are sweet philosopBjf^'s enjoyments run 
Ctuite to the fees?^ And has reKgvow nermV 
Brutea capable wouid tell ybn 'tt» a lley 
And judge you from the kennd and' the sty^ - ■ 
I)elights like these,-ye sensual and prbfenfc^' 
Ye are bid, begged, besought to entertain $ 
Called to these crystal streatns, do ye tunn off 
Obscene to swill and swallow ^ a trough? 
Knvy the beast then, on whom heaircn bestiJtl^ 
Yionr pleasures, with no cursfcs'iti the cl<)s^. ^ 

Pleasure admitted in undue dfegree ' 
Enslaves the will, nor leaves the judgment free, 
*Tw not alone the grape-s enticing juice 
Unnerves the moral powers,^ and^ mars their uae-;- 
Ambition) ar^rice^ and the lu6t of £ame> 
And woman, lovdy woman, does lite 8&fltie« 
The heart, surrendered to the ruling power 
Of some ungoverned passion- every hour. 
Finds by degrees the truths, that' once bore away. 
And all their deep inapressions, wear away; 
So coin grows smooth, in> tn^c oiirrefft plsisscd^ 
Till Caesar^ image i« 6fl&0td;at' la6t; 



The breach, though small' at first, ftoon openiujj^ 
wide; 
In rushes folly with a Ifollr-moon tidl?V. ' 
Then welcottse errors of whatever size^ 
lb jusdfy H by a ttotwamf lies, 
A« creeping' vfj dings to wood or stone^ 
And hid)es the ruic^tti^t it feeds upon; 
&) sophistry cleaves cliose to and protects 
8in*s rotten trunk, concealing, its defects. 
Mortttlsy ithose pleasuces are their only caro^ 
First wish^tO" ber imposed on, and then are. 
And, left: die JfViltome artifice should fail, 
Tbemschres- will' hide' its coarseness with a veil. 
Not more industrious are the just and true 
To give to virtue what is virtue's due — 
The praise of wisdom, coineliness, and worth. 
And call her dxarrns to* public notice forth — 
Than vice's meaii stott' disingenuous race- 
To hide t^e ishockicf^ features of her fece. 
Her form with* dress atid lotion' they repair^ 
Then fi:i85 their idol, atid pronounce her fair*. 

The sacred' itnplement I now employ 
Might j^ove a mischief, or at best a toy i. 
A trifle, if it mcfve but to amuse \ 
But, if to wrong the judgment aud abuser* 
Worse than a poignard in the basest hand, 
it stabs at once the morals of a land. 

Ye wHters of what none with safety reads, 
Footing it in the dance that &ncy leads : 
Ye no^llstsj wAb ftlar what ye would mend",. 
Snivelling and drivelling folly without eadir 
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Whpse corresponding misses -fill the reaai 

With sentimental iVippery and dream. 

Caught in^a delicate soft silken net . , 

By some rude earl, or rake-hell baronet: 

Ye pimps, who, under virtue's fair pretence,.. 
Steal to the closet of young innocence. 
And teach her, unexperienced yet and green^ 
To- scribble as you scribbled at fifteen j 
Who, kindling a combustion of desire. 
With some cold moral thipl^.tp.quench^e €ife; 
Though all your engineering proves ia.v/^ixi, 
The dribbling stream never puts it, out ag^iq : . • 
Oh that a verse had power, ^nd covild command; ; 
Far, far away, these fiesh-flies of the land; 
Who fasten without mercy on the fair. 
And suck, and leave a craving maggot there. 
However disguised the inflammatory tale. 
And covered with a fine spi^n apepious veil; 
Such writers, and such readers* .owe the gust ; 
And relish of their pleasure all to lust. 

But the muse, eagle pinioned, has in view 
A quarry more iniportant still. than you^ 
Down, down the wind she swims and sails, away;: • 
Now stoops upon it, and now grasps the prey» 

Petronius! all the muses weep for thee; .^ 
But every tear shall ^cald tty memory : 
The graces t:)0, while virtue at their shrine 
Lay bleeding under that soft hand of thine. 
Felt each a mortal stab in her own breast. 
Abhorred the sacrifice^ and pursed t^e priest» , 
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TJioii jpolishcd au4 high-finished foe to truth,/ - 
Gray-beard corrupter of our listening youths 
To purge and- skim away the fihh of vice. 
That so refined it might the more entice. 
Then pour it on the n^orals of thy son; 
To taint kis heart, was worthy of thine own I 
Now, while the poison all high life pervades. 
Write, if thou canst, one letter from the shades > 
One, and one only, charged with deep regret 
That thy worst part, thy principles, live yet; 
One sad epistle thence may cure mankind 
Of the plague spread by bundles left behind. 

Tis granted, and no plainer truth appears. 
Our most important ai'e our earliest years ; 
The mind, impressible and soft, with ease 
Imbibes and copies what she hears and see«. 
And through lifers labyrinth holds fast the clue. 
That education gives her, false or tme. 
Plants raised with tenderness are seldom strong; 
Man s coltish disposition asks the thong; 
And without discipline the favourite child. 
Like a neglected forester, runs wild." 
But we, is if good qualities would grow 
Spontaneous, take but little pains to sow; 
We give 'some Latin, and a smatch of Greek; 
Teach him to fence and figure twice a week; 
And having done, we think, the best we can. 
Praise his proficiency, and dub him man. 

Frotn school to Cam or Isis, and thence home; 
And thence with all cgnyenicnt speed to Rome^ 



49 Tttt I^ROGRESS OF ERROR» 



N 



With^ rtftftrthd tutor cTad in habit lay. 
To temc for ctth and quarrel with aU daj} 
With memorandum-book for every town. 
And every post, and where the chaise broke dbwn^ 
His stock;^a few French phrases got by hearty 
With much' to leam, but nothing to impart^ 
The yt>uth, obedient to his sire*s commands, 
Sefet off a wanderer into foreign lands. 
Surprised at all they meet^ the gosling pair 
With awkward gait, stretched neck, and silly stare,. 
Discover hlige cathedrals built with stone. 
And stieeples towering high much like our ownj, 
But show peculiar light by many a griri 
At popi^ practices observed within. 

Ere long some bowing, smirking, smart Abb£l 
Remarks two loiterers, that have lost their way; 
And being always primed with poliiesse 
For men of their appearauce and address. 
With much tompassioh undertakes the task 
To tell thetn more than they have wit to askr 
Points to* inscriptions wheresoever they tread;. 
Such as, when legible, were never read. 
But, being cankered^ now and half worn oot. 
Craze antiquarian brains with endless doubt v 
Some beadlfess hero, or some Gassar showt — 
I>efective only in his Roman nose y 
Exhibits- elevation^, drawings, plans. 
Models of Herculanean' pottf and pansf 
And sells them noedial^,' which if neither rari* 
Nor ancient,. mpiII be so, preSlHed with carK. 
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Strange the. recital I from whatever cause 
|{» greaf kaproveniefil and new ligbt he draws, 
The Bquirc». once hoakfuK u shame- tactd ik> tnorej 
B»t.t€eiaft with -powers he. nie^»r fill btlkim 
Whether ineveas^d monaentianit and rhe ibrce^ 
Wiubiwluchfroia-diioe to clime he sped his course^ 
(As axles soanliiBes-kiedle as. (hey go) 
Chafed hMa,.and broitgbt 6vtl\ nafttre-toa- glow ;. 
Or whether :cleaFer fikies and softer air^ 
That make.Xtalia& dowers m ^weel atid faitv 
Fresheou^- his lazy spirits o^he ran, 
Unfolded genially and ^ead the maar 
Bctnrning he. proclaims by many a gnice» 
By shrugs and strange contortions of his face,' 
How usttck a.dafu:e, that h^it^o sent to jnoacir^, 
Eycek a dit&ce, that haa been kept at hosM. 

Accomplishment^ have taken virtue*B place». 
And wisdom- falls before exterior graces 
We slight the precious kernel of the ston^ 
An^l toil tOr palish ixs rough coat alone. 
A ju6t deportment^ manners graced with eaw^>. , 
£legant phra«*e« and figure formed to plcaseji^ 
Are qualiti<|;s that seem to comprehend. 
Whatever parents^ guardians, schools, intead^ 
He-nce an unfurnbhed and a listless mind. 
Though busy, triflingj empty, though refined ^ 
Hence all that interferes, and dares to clash. 
'^^'ith Tndolence and luxury, is. tra»h : 
While fearning, once the niim's exclusive pride> 
Seeou verging fast tonrards tlie female side« 
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Learning itself, received into a mind 

By nature weaki or viciously indlnedi 

Serves but to lead philoiopbers astray. 

Where children would with ease discern the wBy. 

And of all arts sagacious dupes inventy 

To cheat themselves and gain the world*s afTentj 

The worst is-^scripture warped from its intent. 

The carriage bowls along, and all are pleased' 
If Tom be sober> and the wheels well greased^ ' 
But if the rogue have gone a cup too far. 
Left out his Hnch-pin^ or forgot his tar. 
It suffers interruption and delay. 
And meets with hindrance in the smoothest way* 
When some hypothesis absurd and vain • • 
Has filled with- all its fumes a critic's brain, ' 
The text, that sorts not with his darling wliim, '■ 
Though plain to others, is obscure to him. 
The will made subject to a lawless force. 
All is irregular and out of course; 
And judgment drunk, and bribed to lose his way. 
Winks hard, and talks of darkness at noon-day« 

A critic on the sacred book should be 
Candid and learned, dispassionate and free i 
Fiee from the wayward bias bigots feel. 
From fancy's influence, and intemperate zeal : 
Bat above all, (or let the wretch refrain, 
Nor touch the page he cannot but profane) 
Free from die domineering power of lust > 
A lewd interpreter is never just. 
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How shall J speak thee, or thy power address. 
Thou god of our idolatry, the press? 
By thee religtoo, liberty, aad laws. 
Exert their iofliieDce, and advance their cause f 
By thee worse plagues than Pharaoh*8 land befeJ, 
Diffused, make earth the vestibule of hell; 
Thou fountain, at which drink the good and wise; 
lliou ever-bubbling spring of endless lies; 
lAke Eden's dread probationary tree, 
Knowledge of good and evil, is from thee. 
No wild enthusiast ever yet could rest, 
Xill half mankind were like himself possessed. 
Philosophers, who darken and put out 
£temal truth by everlasting doubt; 
Oburch quacks, with passions under no command, 
Who fill thcr world with doctrines contraband, 
l^iscovcrers of they know not what, confined 
Within no bounds — the blind that lead the blind ; 
To streams of popular opinion drawn, 
I^eposit in those shallows all their spawn. 
The' wr^gling fry soon fill the creeks around, 
Poisoning the waters where their swarms abound. 
Scorned by the nobler tennnts of the flood, 
Minnows and gudgeons gorge the unwholesome 

food. 
The propagated myriads spread so fast, 
Even Lewenhoeck himself would stand aghast. 
Employed to calculate the enormous sum, 
A.nd own his crab computing powers overcome. 
Is this hyperbole? The world well known, 
Yoar sober though: s will hardly find it one. .. 
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Frc8h confidence tlie spcculatist takes 
From every bair-brnincd proselyte lie inakesj 
And therefore prims. Himself but half deceivcc 
Till othfts have the nothing tale bcJicved. 
Hence comment tfftet coiTMijent, «piin as fine 
As bloated spiderii draw the flimsy line : 
Hence the same word, that bid^ our lu&ts obe)?^ 
Is misap|5Hed to sftnctHy their sway. 
If stubborn Oreek refuse to be his friend 
Hebrew or Syriac shall be forced, to brnd: 
If langctffges and copies all cry, No- 
Somebody proved it centuries ago. 
Like trout pursued, the critic in despair 
Darts to the mud, and finds his safety ihtve^ 
Vf-emcn, whom cu^om has forbid ta fly 
The sdmlar's pitc*, (the scholar best knows wB 
With all the simple and unlettered ppor» ^ 
Admire his learning, and allnost adore. 
Whoever errs, the priest can never be wrong,^ 
With such fine words familiar to his tongue. 

Ye ladies! for indifferent in yotir cause, 
•f should deserve to forfeit a41 applause) 
Whatever shocks, or gives the L^ast oflfencc^ 
To virtue, delicacy, truth, or sense, 
(Try the criterion, 'tis a faithful guide) 
Nor has, nor can have, scripture on its side. 

None but an author knows an autbor*s caresj 
Or fancy's fondness for the child she bears. 
Committed once into the public arms. 
The baby sec^s to smile with added charm*. 
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Aq something precioof venUired ^r from shore, 
Hs valued for the daAger^s sake the more, 
le riews-it with complacenc7 supreme^ 
lolicits kind attention to bis dream; 
Vnd daily more enamoured of the cfaieat^ 
Coeels, and asks heaven to bless the dear deceit. ' 
>ooQe whose storf serves at least to show 
yim knred their own productioas l«ng ngo^ 
^ooed an unfeeling statue for his wife, 
Kor rested till the gods bad given it life, 
[f some mere driveller suek the sugared fib> 
One that still needs his leading string and bib, 
And praise bis geiHOS, be is soon repaid 
In praise ap^ed to the same part««>*lus head. 
For *tis a rule^ that holds for eyer true. 
Grant me discen>ment> and I grant it you* 

Patient of contradiction as a child, 
A&blo,, humbl)^ diffident, aad mild ; ^ 
Soch was sir Is8«c, and such Boyfe and Lock^: 
Your blunderer is as sturdy as a rock. 
The cnalure is so sure to kick and bite, 
A muleteer's the man to set him right. 
First appetke enlists him truth's sworn fbe^ 
Then obsttaate self-will confirms him so. 
Tell him he wonders) that Ifis error leadn 
To faul ills; thajt, though the pfttb he treads 
Be flowery, and he see ao cause 6f fear, 
^th and the paiiM of hell.attend hian iheie; 
In vain; the slieeve of arrogance and pride, 
Rt has no hearing on. ihepradcm^ side. 



46 THE PROORE88 dF ERROR. 

His 8li)l refuted quirks he stil] repeats ; 
New raised objections with new quibbles' meets j 
Till, sinking in the quicksand he defends. 
He dies disputing^ and the contest ends— 
But not the'nli^chiefe; they/still left behind 
Like thistle-seeds, are sown by every wind. 

Thus noen go wrong with an ingenious skill; 
Bend the straight rule to their own crooked will 
And with a clear and shining lamp supplied^ 
First put it out, then take it for a guide. 
Halting on crutches of unequal size^ 
One leg by troth supported, one by lies; ' 
They sidle to the goal with awkward pace. 
Secure of nothing — but to lose the race. 
' Faults in the life breed errors in the brain : ' 
And these reciprocally those again. 
The mind and amduct mutually imprint 
And stamp their image in each other^s mint: 
£acl^/ sire and dadi^ of an infernal race, 
Begetting and conceiving all tiiat*s base. 

None sends his arrow to the mark in view. 
Whose hand is' feeble, or his aim untrue. 
For though, ere yet the shaft is on the wing, 
Or when it first forsakes the elastic string. 
It err but little frou) the intended line^ • 
It falls at last far wide of his design:' 
So he, who seeks a mansion in the sky, 
Must watch Jbis. purpose. with a steadfast eye; 
That prize bele^Dgs to none but the sincere, ' 
The least obliquity i^ fetal here, 

7 
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With caution Uste the sweet Circean cup ? 
He that sips often^ at Jast drinks it up. 
Habits are sood assumed; but when we strive 
To strip them off, *tis being flayed alive. 
Called to the temple' o£ impure delight^ 
He that gbstains^ and he alone, does right. 
If a wish wander that ^ray, call it home; 
He cannot long be safe whose wishes roam. 
£ut/if joa pass the threshold, you are caught; 
Kc then, if power Almighty save you not. 
There hardening by degrees, till double steckd. 
Take leave of- nature's God, and Gckl revealed ; 
Then lau Jh at all yoii tretnbted at before ; 
And, joining the frec-fhlnfeers brutal roar, 
Swallow the two grand nostrums they dispense- 
That scripture lies, and blasphemy is sense. 
Jf clemency revolted by abuse 
& damnable, then "damned without excuse. 

Some dream that they can silence, when they will ; 
The storm of passion, and say. Peaces he still', 
fiot "Thus far and no farther,** when addressed 
To the wild wave, or wilder human breast. 
Implies authority that never can, 
Tliat never ought to be the lot of man. 

But musp, forbear; long flights forbodc afall; 
Strike on the deep-toned chord the sum of all. 

Hear the just law — the judgment of (lie skies! . 
He that hates truth shall be the dnpe of lies : 
^d he that will be cheated to the last, 
^elusions strong as hell shall bind him fast ' 
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But if the wmdcrer k» mistake dl^cin a. 
Judge his own ways, aad> sigh for^iTelurn, 
Bewildered oace, must he bewail his lou 
For ever and for ever? No— thccroal 
iDbej-e and there.a(ily,(4hQMigh tkedciBt.nnWj 
And atheist, if e«:th bc«ir so base a slave)} 
There and there DQly> if. t^. power to save. 
There no d(;lusiv0 ^MH^ ii^vitQB despair; 
No mocKerj (oeets youKiv>:d^ceptioa there* 
The spells and charms^ that blinded yon befimv 
All vanish there, and fascia^ no more* 

I am no preaf^he^^ let this, hint ftiij$o&-~ 
The cross once seen ja death to ev^ix y^: 
Else he that hupg there suiSbced^ his paiQi 
Bled, groahedj, and agonized^ and SieA, ia Tain. 
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Ma^, on the <hibioiis wares of error tossedi. 
His ship half foundered^ and his ooiapass lost, 
Sees^ far as huouin optics may commftodf 
A sleeping §og^ mi &iicies.it dxy land: 
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SptM& all Ills oanVaft^ every sinetir plies; 
Pants for it, aims at' it, ehitts it^ and dies ! 
Then farewell all self-satisfying schemes, ,^.— t^ 

His Well-built systenis, philosophic dreams 5 /^-r'-'-Vv/v; 
Dficeiirbl views of future bliss farewell ! . :{:•" f ' 1 .1 
He reads his seofcncc at the flames of hell. V/^'ivi'rri. 
Hard lot of mati — to toil for the reward — ' ' 

Of virtue; arid yet lose it ! Wherefore hard? 
He that wouM wiii the race must guide his horse* ' 
Obedient td the customs of the courfej 
£ise, though uneqVialled to the goal he flits, 
A meatifer than himself shall gain the prize. 
Grace leads the right Svay : if you chodsei the wrong, 
Take It and Jierish 5 but restrain your tongue ; 
Charge riot, with' light sufficient, and left free,' 
Your wilfcd suicide on God*s decriee. 

Oh how unlike the complex works of man, 
ReaFen's easy, artless, unincumbered plan! 
No mefttricious graces to beguile, 
No clustering omahiehts to clog the'pilej 

Prom ostentatictti as from weakness free, -\ 

It stands like, tie cerulean arch we seej > 

Majestic in its own simplicity. J 

Inscribed above the portal^ from afar 

Conspicaotts as the brightness of a staf^ 

l-cgible only by the light they give, 

Stand the soul-quickefiibg words— BirLiEYfi akq' 

LIVE. 

Too many,shoi(^ed kt what should chanh thettX ttiOst^ 
^liespise the plain dtrcfdion ahd are lost. 

VOL. I. D 
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lEIeaven on such terms! (t hey cry with proud disd 
Incredible, impossible, and. vain !— 
Hebel, because *tis easy to obey; 
And seem, for its own sake, the gracious Ufajr. 
These are the sober, in whose cooler brains 
Some thoaght of immortality remains) 
The rest too busy or too ga^ to wait' . 
On the sad theme, their everlasting state. 
Sport for a day. and perish, in a nighty 
The foam upon the waters not so light. 

Who judged the Pharisee ? What odious cause 
Exposed him to the vengeance of the laws? 
Had he seduced a virgin, wronged a friend. 
Or stabbed a man to serve some private end? 
Wag blasphemy his sin? Or did he strjaji. 
From the &tr\Qt duties of the sacred day 5 
Sit long and late at the carousing board ? 
(Such were the «ins with which he charged his Lord) 
No -—the man*s morals were exact, what then ? ^ 
'Twas his ambition to be seen of men i • ^ 

His virtues were hispride^ aod that one vice *>• 
JVlade all his virtues gewgaws of lio price; . 
He wore them as fine, trappings jfor a show, 
A praying, synagogue-frequenting, beau. 

The self-applaudJDg bird, the peacock see- 
Mark what a sumptuous Pharisee is he ! 
Meridian sun-beanis tempt him to unfold 
His radiant glories, asure, green, and gold : 
He treads as^ if> . some soleodo music near. 
His measured step were governed by bis ear : 
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And seems to say-^Ye meaner fowl gtve place, 
t am all splendour,. dignity, and grace! 

Not so the pheasant oa his charms presumes, 
Thongh he too has a glory in his plumes. 
He, christian like, retreats with modest mien 
To the close oepse, or far 8equest«red green. 
And shines without desiring to be seen. 
The plea of works, as arrogant and vain. 
Heaven turns from with abhorrence and disdain ; 
Not more affronted by avowed negled. 
Than by the mere dissembler s feigned respect* 
What is all righteousness that men devise? 
What-i— bat a sordid bargain for the skies? 
But Christ as soon would abdicate his own, 
M stoop from heaven to sell the proud a throne. 

His dwelling a recess in some rude rock. 
Book, beads, and maple-dish, his meagre stock; 
lo shirt of hair and weeds of canvass dressed. 
Girt with a bell-rope that the pope has blessed ; 
Adust with stripes told out for every crime. 
And sore tormented long before his time ; 
His prayer preferred to saints that cannot aid j 
His praise postponed, and never to be paid ; 
See the sage hermit, by ipankind admired. 
With all that bigotry adopts Inspired, 
Wearing out life in his religious whim. 
Till his religious whimsy wears out him. 
His Works, his abstincnee, his zeal a,llowed. 
You think him humble — God accounts him proud^ 
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High in demand; though lowly in pretence^ 
Of all his cohdv^ this iht genuine sense-^ 
My, penitential stripes my streaming blood. 
Have purohaaed heaven^ abd prove my title good. 

Turn eastward now> and fancy shall apply 
To your weak.nght her telescopic eye. 
The bramin ^kindles on his own bare bead 
The sacred fir^ self-torturing his trade ; 
Hisrtakintijry pains, severe and long. 
Would give a taarbatous air to British song; 
No grand inquisitoff could worse invent, 
Than he-cmstrives to sufier, well contents 

Which isrthe saintHer worthy of the two^ 
Fast all dispute> yon anchorite say you< 
Yoar sentence/and mine differ. What*s a^nam^ ' 
I say the braining has the fairer claim. 
If sufferings, scripture no where recomnieods> 
Devised by «elf to answer selfish ends. 
Give saintslripy then all Europe must agree 
Ten starveling henni<ls- sufier less than he. 

The truth is (if the truth' nniay suit your ear. 
And prejudice have left a passage clear) 
Pride haaattained its most luxuriant growth^ 
And poisoned every virtue in them both. 
Pride may be pampered while the fiesh grows leans ' 
Humility may clothe an English dean; 
'That grace was Cowper's — his, confessed by ail- 
Though placed in golden Durham's second stdL 
Not all the plenty of a bishop*s board. 
His palace, and bis lacqueys, and '^ My Lord/* 



TRUTH. S3 

Afore nourish pride, 'that.GotKlescending vic9, 
7'han aUtinence, and beggary, and lioe^ 
it cbrives in misery, and abundant grows . 
In misery, fook upon themselves impose. 

But why before hs, protcstanls, produce 
An Indian myslic, or a French reclu^? 
Their sin is plain; but what have wc to fear. 
Reformed and well insti-uoied I You shall hear. 

Yon anci'entprude, whose withered featuresislicTW 
She might be young some forty years ago. 
Her elbowB pinioned close upon her hips,; 
Her head ^ect, her £mi upon her lips. 
Her eye-brows arched, her eyes both gone astray 
To watch' yen-aawroos couple in tlieir play. 
With bony and un kerchiefed neck defies 
The rude inclemency of wintry skies. 
And sails wkh lappet -head and mincing airs 
Duly at clink of bell to morning prayers. 
To thrift and parsimony much inclined, 
She yet allows henelf tlmt boy beliiudj 
I he sirivering urchin, bending as he goes. 
With slip-shod heels, and dew-drop at his nose 5 
His predecessor's coat advanced to wear. 
Which future pages yet are doomed to share, 
Carries her bible tucked beneath his arm. 
And hides his hands to keep his Angers warm. 

She, half an angel in her own account. 
Doubts not hereafter with thci" saints to nriount,- 
Tdoagh Dot a grace appears on strictest search, 
But that she fasts, and item, goes to church. 

Di 
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CoQscioof of age she recollects hef youths 
And tells^ not always with an eye to truths 
Whospanned her waist, and who, where*er hecamc> 
Scrawled upon glass miss Bridget's lovely name; 
Who stole her slipper, filled it with tokay. 
And drank the little bumper every day. 
Of temper as envenomed as an asp. 
Censorious^ and hex every word a wasp ; 
In &ithful memory she records the cfinoet 
Or real» or fictitious, of the times ; ' 

Laughs at the reputations she has torn. 
And holds them dangling at arms length in scom* 

Such are the fruits of sanctimonious prixie. 
Of malice fed while fiesh is mortified : 
Take, Madam, the reward of all your prayers. 
Where hermits and where hramins meet with, tbeiiiji^ 
Your portion is with them— Nay, never frown* . 
But, if you please, some fathoms lower down. 

Artist attend-— your brushes and your paint- 
Produce them — take a chair — now draw a Siunjt* 
Oh sonawful and sad! the streaming tears 
Channel her cheeks — a Nio.be appears! 
Is this a Saint? Throw tints and all away— - 
True piety is cheerful as the day. 
Will weep indeed and heave a pitying groan 
For others' woes, but smiles upon her own. 

What purpose has the King of saiiUs in view ? 
Why falls the gospel like a ^nicious dcAv ? 
To call up plenty from the teeming earth, 
Or curse the desart with a tey fold drartlx f 
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h it that Adam's ofispiing may be saved 
From servile fear, or be the more enslaved ? ^ 
To ]pose the links that galled mankind before^ 
Gr bind them faster on, and add stiU more? 
The freeboro Christian has no chains lo prove^ 
Or, if a chain, the golden one of love ; 
Ko fear attends to quench his glowing fires^ 
What fear he feels his gratitude inspires. 
Shall he for such deliverance freely wrought,^ 
Recompense ill? He trembles at the thought. 
His master's interest and his own combined 
Prompt every movement of his heart and mifid : 
Thought, word, and deed, his liberty evince,. 
Hiff freedom is the freedom of a princ^^ 

Man*i5 obligations infinite, of course 
His life should prove that he perceives dielr force >. 
His utmost he can render is but small— 
The principle and motive all in alL 
You have two servants — Tom, an arch, sly rogue^ 
From top to toe the Geta now in vogue. 
Genteel in figure, easy in address, 
Moves without noise, and swift as an express^ 
Reports a message with a pleasing grace. 
Expert in all the duties of his place ; 
Say, on what hinge does hh obedience move^ 
Has he a world of gratitude and love ^ 
No, not a spark — *tis all mere sharper's playj 
He likes your housb, your housemaid, and your pay; 
Reduce his wages, or get rid of her, 
Tom quits you, with — Your most obedient. Sir. 
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The dinner served, Charles taken his usu 
Watches your eye^ anticipates command^ 
Sighs if perhaps your appetite should fail 
And if be but suspects a frown, turns pal 
Consults all day your interest and yoar ea 
Richly rewarded if be can but please^ 
And, proud to make his firm attachment ! 
To save your life would nobly risk his ow 
Now which stands highest in your 
thought ? 
Charles, without doubt, say you — and so h( 
Onf act, that from a thanlvlul heart proce 
Excels ten thousand mercenary deeds. 

Thus. heaven approves as honest and sin 
The work ofjjencrous love and filial fear j 
HUjt with .^.verted £yes the omniscient Jud^ 
Scorns the b^se hireliiig;, arid Uie slavish d 
Where dwell these oi^icjhless saints ?• 
Cijirio cries. * 

Even at your aide, sir, and befoi:e your eye 
The^favoured few — the enthusiasts you dej 
And j^k^^ij ^p hjeart because on holy grou 
Sometimes ja canting hypocrite is found, 
Eeproach a peojple withliis sin;gle fall. 
And ca3t bi^ jilthy raiment at tbeip all. 
Attend ! — an apt sitxulitudc shall show 
Whence springs the conduct that o/Fends y 
SeQ wheire it smokes alopg the sounding 
Blown all aslant, ^ driving, dashing rain. 
Peal upQP f»e^l redoubling all around. 
Shakes it again and faster to the ground 3, 



Now flashing 'wide, now glaticing as ih play. 
Swift beyoai thougfit th« Hghmityg;^ daft ftWay. 
Ere yet it cartie the ttthrcllet WT^ged bis steeds 
And httriicd, bmt with Uttsn^cewfiil 4peed 5 
Nowdrtttched throughout, and hopekss^hii^ <?^iic. 
He drops the r6in,.and leaves bim to his pace. 
Suppose, unloeked for in a scene so rude, 
I^ hid by interposing hill or w6od, 
Some manfHon, <ieat and elegantly d]teS9ed> ** 
% some kind hospitable heiirt poss^Bsedy V 

^r him warmth, security, and resl ; J 

^»nk with what pleasure, safe and at his ease^ 
He hears the tempest howling In the trees 5 
^'hat glowwg thanks his( lips arid heart employ,^ 
^hile danger past is turned to present jt>y. , 
So fares it with the sinner, when he fceli 
"^ gwwing dread of vengeance at his heels r 
His conscience, like a glassy lake before, 
^sfecd into foaming waves begins to roar ; 
^e hw grotni clamorons, Ihoegb silent lotig^. 
Arraigns him—charges him with ever^ wrongs-*- 
Asscfts the rights df bis oflfended Lord> 
And death or restitution fs the Word v 
t'be last impossible, he fears ¥he first, 
'And, having vMi deserved^ expects the wttrsf, 
*2lieti welcome reluge, and a peaceful home ; 
Ob for a shelter from the wrath to eotfiel 
Crush me ye rocksj ye falling mountaitfd hidoi 
Or bury me in oeean^i angry tide.— 
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Tbe scratiny of ihose all-seein^ eyes 
I dare not— Aod you need not, God replies 
The remedy you want I freely give: 
The book shall teach you^--read, believe, andlivi 
Tis done— the ^giog storm is heard no Duve, 
Mercy receives him on her peaceful shores 
And justice^ guardian of the dread command. 
Drops the red vengeance from his willing hand* 
A soul .redeemed demands a life of. praise} 
Hence the complexion of his future da3rs,. 
Hence a demeanour holy and unspeckt,. 
And the world*s< hatred^ as its sure effect.. 

Some lead a life unblameable and just. 
Their own dear virtue their unshaken trust : 
They never sin — or if (as all offend) 
Some trivial slips their daily walk attend. 
The poor are near at hand„ the charge is small, 
A slight gratuity, atones for all. 
For though the pope has lost his interest liere^. 
And pardons are not sold as once they wece, 
No papist more desirous to compound^ 
Than some grave sinners upon English grounds 
That plea refuted, other quirks they seek— 
Mercy is in^nite, and man is weak i 
Tho future shall obliterate the past^ 
And. heaven no doubt shall be their home at kst. 

Come then — a still, small whisper iayoor 
He has no hope who never had a fear ^ 
And.he that never doubted.of his state,. 
Qe may perhaps— -perhaps he may — too late.. 
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Tbe path to blis$ aboancU with: many a 999re;: 
Learning is one^*aad wit^- how^vier rarct. « <. . 
The Frenchman, first in literary, fame, .. 
(Mentien- hiid. if you plca$c. VoUaire? — ^Thc 

same.)' . - 

With spirit, genttis, eloquence, suj^lie J, 
Li^ed leogywrote much, laughed heartily, and died f 
The scripture was his jest-book, whence he dcew 
Bon mots to gall the Christian and the Jew 5 , 
An infidel io health, but what when sick ? . 
Oh — then a text would touch him at thd quick >; 
View hun at Pari»in»his last careeri 
Surrounding^ throngs the demi-god revere f 
Exalted on His> pedestal of pride> 
And fumeit witlir frankincense on every side^ 
He begs tbcar flattery with hts latest breath. 
And smothered in*t at last, is praised to death; 
Yon cottager, who weaves at her own door. 
Pillow and bobbins all her little store; 
Content though mean> and cheerful if not gay. 
Shuffling her. threads about (he live-long day,. 
Justjearns a scanty pittance, and at night 
Lies down secure,, her heart and pocket light j; 
She, for her humble sphere by nature fit>. 
Has little understanding, and* no wit, 
Receives no praise) but, though her lot be such) 
(Toilsome and indigent) she renders much 5 
Just knows, and knows HO more, her Bible ttue^— - 
A truth the brilliant Frenchman' never knew; . 
And in that charter reads with sparkling eves«. 
Her title to a treasure in the skies* 
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QUfiapp}^ ^auuu! Oh unhappy bard!. 
His the mere tios^l, ])er*8 the rich reward; 
He praised perhaps £qx age^ yet to comcy 
1^ ncTcir tiea^i} of half a mile froip home i 
He lost in errors his vain heart prefqrs. 
She safe in' the suaplicity of her*8. 

Not maay mssi, ricb^ nobie^ or profound 
Ii). science, ^in one iadi of heavenly ground* 
And is it 9ot a mortifying thought 
The poor should gain it^ and the rich ijbiCKald Qot 
Nq«^tb^ vojuptxiariesy who uever £>i^et 
One pleasure lp§t> lose heaven witbqut rf^gret; 
Kegret woul^l rouse theni^ and give birth t» prayei 
Prayer would add laitl^, and faith woplfl fi& then 
there. 

Not that the Fcroa^r of us all in tbis^ 
Or aught he 4oes> n go,venied ^y caprice t 
The suppc^itioB is i«p^eVe with sin, 
And bears the Uran^ (tf t>lasphemy burnt isu 
Not SA-Tth«e ^i\y»f t|:pmpe(*$ heai[ei|ly.48aU 
Sounds for the poor, b^t sounds $(Uk:e ibr all: 
Kings are invited,' and would kings obey. 
No slaves op earth more welcome wer« th^n they 
But royalty, mobility, and state. 
Are such a dead preponderftting weighty 
Th^t endleas bliss (how strange aoever it seem) 
In counterpoise, £iea up apd ki^» the beam. 
Tia open, an4 ye PWWt w^terrr-why ? 
Because ye will not, Copyers would reply— 
And he says mpph that many may dispute 
And cavil at with 999c, but douc refute. 



Oh blessed effect of penary and waat. 
The seed sown th^re, bow vigorous U the plant I 
No spil lUpB poverty for growth divine^ 
As leanest land supplies the richest wikm. 
Earth gives tpe Uttlei giving only bread. 
To nourish pride, or turn the weakest head : 
To them the sounding jargon of t^ie schools 
Seems what it isr^a cap and bells for fools : 
The light they walk by, kindled from above* 
Shows them the shortest way to life and love : 
They, strangers to the controversial field. 
Where deists, always foiled, yet scorn to yield. 
And never checked by what impedes the wise, 
'Believe, rosh forward, and possess the prize. 
Envy, ye great, the dull unlettered small : 
Ye hav^ much cause for envy— but riot all. 
We boast some rich ones whom the gospef sways^ 
And one who wears a coronet and prays 3 
Like gleanings pf an olive-tree they show. 
Here and there one upon the tc^mpst bpugh. 

How ^readily i^pon^ ^ gospel plan^i 
That question has ^ answeif-^Wb^^t i^ man ? 
Sinful and weak, in ev^vy gense a wretch) 
An instrument, whos^ chords upcm the.stretciv 
And strain^^d to the last screw that hie can bear^ 
Yield only discpi^d in his Maker*s ear : 
Once tljMS blest residence of truth diving 
Glorious 3f SQlyma*a interior shrine^ 
Where, in bis own oracular abode. 
Dwelt vi^bly the light'Crtatieg God ; 
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'But made long since^ like Babylon of old> 
A den of mischiefs never to be tojd : 
And she^ once mistress of the realms around^ 
Now scattered wide4teid no where to be found, 
As soon shall rise and re-ascend the throne,. 
By native power and energy her own. 
As nature at her own peculiar cost, 
Bestore to man the glories he has lost; 
Go— 'bid the winter cease to chill the year, 
Beplace the wandering comet in his sphere. 
Then boast (but wait for that unhoped for houi 
The self- restoring' arm^ of human power. 
But what is man in his own proud esteem ? 
Hearhim-i-hiraself the poet and the theme: 
A monarch clothed with majesty and awe. 
His mind his kingdom, and his will his law, 
Grace in his mien, and glory in his eyes. 
Supreme on earth, and worthy of the skies. 
Strength in his heart, dominion in his nod. 
And; thunderbolts excepted, quite a God! . 

So sings hci charmed with his own mind and for 
The song magnificent — the theme a worm ! 
Himself so much- the souree of his delight, 
His Maker ha& no beauty in his sight. 
See where he sits contemplative and fixt. 
Pleasure and wonder in his fcatiures mixt j. 
His passions tamed> and- all at hi& controul. 
How perfect tht composure of his soul 1 
Complacency has breathed a gentle gale 
Q er all his thoughts, and swelled bis easy sail:. 
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, His books well trimmed and in the g^est stjle^ 
Like regimented coxcombs rank and file^. 
Adorn his intdlects as ^ell as shelves^ 
And teach him notions' spleadtd as therasdves: 
The Bible only stands neglected there^ 
Though that of all most worthy of his caref 
And like an infant troublesome awake^ 
Js left to sleep for peace and quiet sake. 

What shall the man deserve of human kind> 
Whose happy skill and industiy combined 
^all prove (what argument eonld never yet). ^ 
The Bible ati imposture and a cheat ^ 
The praises of the libertine professed^ 
The worst of mea- and curses of the best. 
Where. should -the livings weeping o*er his woes. 
The dyings trembling at the awful close^ 
Where the betrayed, forsaken, and oppressed,. 
The thousands whom the world forbids to rest^ 
Where should they find, (those comforts at an end 
The scripture yields) or hope tp find,. a friend?* 
Sorrow might muse herself to madness then, . 
And Seeking exile from the sight of ooetHJ . : 
Bury herself in solitude profound,. . . ^ 
Grow firantic with her pongs and bite the groohcL 
Thusoften.unbelief, grown sick of lifi;,' • 
Flies to: the tempting pool, or felon knifes 3 

The jury meet, the coroaer is short, , 
And lunacy the verdict of the court; = 
Reverse the sentence, Jkt. the truth, be knowiv 
Soch luna^ is ignotauce alone t. 
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TJiejr koew not, wbtt tome biihops may sot kvmfx. 
That scripture is the only cum of woe; 
That field of promUc^ bow k flings abroad 
Its odour over the Cbristian^s thornj road ! 
The soul, rqiositig on aisared relief^ 
Feels btrself happj anudit ail her grief, 
Forgets her labour at she toife along. 
Weeps tears of joj^ and biuBta ink> a song. 

But the same word, that, like the polished ahare,. 
Ploughs lip the roots of a hdkvtfs care. 
Kills too the fiowerj weeds "whete'cr they gww. 
That bind the sinner's 'Bacchanalian brow. 
Oh that unwelcome roice of heavenly love. 
Sad messoiger of mercy from aborel 
Ho V does it grate upon bis thank- ess ear. 
Crippling his pleasures with the cramp of fear; 
His will and judgment at oontiDoal strife. 
That civil war imbitters all his life : 
In vain he points his powers against the skies> 
In vain he closes or averts his eyes^ 
Truth will introde^«^he bids him yet .beware ^ 
And shakes: the sceptie in the scorner's chair* * 

Though various foes against the truthcombidify 
Pride above all opposes her design ; 
Pride, of a growth superior to the rest. 
The subdest serpent with the loftiest c^esfv 
Swells at the thought, atid> kindling into rage/ 
Would hiss tho cherub merey ffom t^e stage, r 

And is the soul indeed so lost^<*-she cries> 
Fallen from her glory and too^ weak ta rise? 
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"torpid and dull beneath a frozen zone, 
Has she no spark that niay be deemed her own? 
^rant h«r indebt^ to what. zealots call 
^race undeserved, yet surely not for all — 
Some beanis of rectitude she yet displays, 
Sortie love of virtue, aud some power to praise; 
Can I'rft herself above corporeal things, 
And, sooi-ing on her #«ii unborrowed wing<?, 
^oaseas herself of all thai s good or true, 
Assert the skies, and vindicate her due« 
Past indiscretion is a. venial crime. 
And if the youth, unmellowed yet by time, 
3ore on hU branch luxuriant then and rude 
f*ruits of a blighted size, austere and erode, 
^laturer ye^rs shall happier stores produce^ 
And meliorate the well concocted juice, 
^'hen, conscious of her meriXorious zeal, 
^o justice she may make her bold appeal. 
And leave tojuercy with a tra,nquil miod, 
*^he worthless and uufruitful of mankind, 
"<?ar thep .ho\v mercy, slighted and defied, 
'^torts tlie affront against tlie crcwn of pride. 

Perish the virtue, as it ought, aUiorred, 
And the fool with it, who insults his Lord. 
••^^e atonement, a Redeemer's love has wrought, 
** not for you — the righteous need it not. 
"^^st thou you liarlot wooing all she meets, 
■*^l^ worn out nuisance of the public streets, 
"<irself from morn to night, from night tp morn„ 
Her own abhorrence^ aud as mueh your scorn; 
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The gracious shower, unlimited and free. 
Shall fall on her, when heaven denies it thcc; 
Of all that wisdom dilates, this the drift,. 
That man is dead in sin, and life a gift. 

Is virtue tlien, unless of ChFistian growth^ 
Merc fallacy, or foolishness, or both ? 
Ten thousand sages lost in endless woe, 
For ignorance of what they' could not know> 
That speech betrays at once a bigot's tongue. 
Charge not a God with such outrageous wrong;. 
Truly not I — the partial light men have. 
My creed persuades me, >vell employed, may save^ 
While he that scorns tlie noon day beam, perverse^ 
Shall find the blessing unimproved a curse. 
Let heathen worthies, :fwhose exalted mind 
Left sensuality and dross behind. 
Possess for me their undisputed lot. 
And take unenvied the reward they souglit^ 
But still in virtue of a Saviour's plea. 
Not blind by choice, but destined hot to sec. 
Their fortitude and wisdom were a flame 
Celestial, though they knew not whence it came,. 
Derived from the same source of light and grace. 
That guides the Christian in his swifter raccf 
Their judge was conscience, and her rule their law^ 
That rule, pursued wiih reverence and with awe^ 
Led them, however faltering, faint, and slow. 
From what they knew, to what they wished to know.. 
But let not him that shares a brighter day, 
Traduce the splendour of a noon-tide ray,, 
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Prefer the twilight of a darker ti[ne> 

And deem his base stupidity no crime; 

The wretch who slights the bounty of the skies. 

And slnks^ while favoured with the means to rise,, 

Shall find th^tii rated at their full amount, 

The good he scorned all carried to accomit. 

Marshallmg all his terrors as he came^ 
Thunder, and earthquake, and devouring flame,. 
From Sinai's top Jehovah gave the law. 
Life for obedience, death for every flaw. 
When the great Sovereign would his will expresi^ 
He gives a perfect rulej what can he less ? 
And guards it with a sanction as severe 
As vengeance can inflict, or sinners fear: 
Else his own glorious rights he would disclaim,. 
And man might safely trifle with his name. 
He bids him glow with unremitting love 
To all on earth, and to himself above j 
Condemns the i njurious deed, the slanderous tongue^ 
The thought tliat meditates a brother's wrong : 
Brings not alone the more conspicuous part. 
His conduct to the test, but tiies his heart. 

Hark I umversal nature shook and groaned, 
"Twas the last trumpet — see iHe Judge enthroned: 
Rouse all your courage at your utmost need. 
Now summon (^very virtue, stand and plead. 
What I 'silent? Is your boasting heard no more? 
That self renouncing wisdom, learned before. 
Had shed immortal glories on your brow, ' 

That all your virtues cannot purchase dow^ 
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All joy to the believer ! He can speak— 
Trembling yet hnppy, confident yet meek. 

Since the dear hour that brought me to thy foot. 
And cut up all my follies by the root, 
I never trusted in an arm but thine, , 

Nor hoped, but in thy righteousness divine t 
My prayers and alms, imperfect and defiled. 
Were but the feeble efforts of a child j . 
However performed, it Was their brightest pari . 
That they proceeded from a grateful heart ; 
Cleansed in thine own all-purifying blood, 
Forgive their evil, and accept thf*ir gobdj 
I cast them at thy feet — my only ple^ 
Is what it was, dependence upon thee, 
WtUe sttniggling in the vale of tears, below, 
That never failed, nor shall it fail nie now. 

Angelic gratulations rend the skies, ■% 

Pride falls unpitied, never more to rise, / 

Miuxulity is crojivned, and faith receives the prize.*^ 



EXPOSTULATION. 



Tantane, tim patiens, hullo eertamin.e toUi 

Dona sinei? VriC. 

Why weeps the muse for England ? What app^ 
In England's case to move the muse to tean? * 
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Frdmside to side of her delightful isle 

Is she Ddt clothed with a perpetual smile f 

Can nature add a charm, or art confci: 

A new-fomid luxury not seen in her? 

Where under heaven is pleasure more pursued. 

Or wh^ref does cold reflection less intrude ? 

Hcr'fidds a rich expanse of wavy corn. 

Poured out from plenty's overflowing boru) 

AnibrosfciLgardens, in which art supplies 

The fervour and the force of Indian skies; 

Her peaceful shores, where busy commerce waits 

To pour his golden tide through all 'her gates; 

Whom fiery suns, that scorch the russet spice 

Of eastern groves, and oceans floored ii'fth ice 

Forbid ii* vain to push his dating' way 

To ddrker climes, or climes- of brrighter day ; 

Whonft the winds wlafl Where'er the billows roll, 

From die world's girdle to the frozen pole; 

The chariots bounding in her wheel-worn streets. 

Her vaults belbw, where every vintage meets; 

Scr theatres, her revels, and her sports; 

The scenes to which= not youth alone resorts, 

But age, in spite of weakness and of pain. 

Still haunts, in hope to dream of youth again: 

All speak- her happy: let the muse look round 

From East to West, no sorrow can be found : 

Or only what, in cottages confined. 

Sighs unregarded to th^passing wind. 

Then wherefore weep for England ? What appeaf s 

Id Engkind's case to move the mus^td tears? 
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The prophet wept for Israel; wished bis cjet 
Were fountains fed with infinite supplies: 
For Israel dealt in robbery and wrong; 
There were the soornefs and the slanderer's tongue^ 
Oaths^ u^ed as playthings or convenient tools^ 
As interest biassed knaves^ or fashion fools; 
Adultery, neighing at his neighbour*s door; 
Oppression, labouring hard, to grind the poor; 
The partial balance, and deceitful wcj|ght ; 
The treacherous smile, a mask for secret faatei ' 
Hypocrisy, formality in prayer. 
And the dull service of the lip were there. 
Her women, insolent and self-caressed. 
By vanity*s unwearied 6nger dressed> 
Forgot the blush, that virgin fears impart 
To modest cheeks, and borrowed one from art; 
Were just such trifles, without worth or use. 
As silly pride and idleness j^oduce ; 
Curled, scented, furbelowed, and flounced around, 
With feet too delicate to touch the ground. 
They stretched the neck, and rolled the wanton ey^ 
And sighed fbr every fool that fluttered by. 

He saw his people slaves to every lust. 
Lewd, avairicious, arrogant, unjust; 
He heard the wheels of an avenging €rod 
Groan heavily along the distant road; 
Saw Babylon set wide hjer two leaved brass 
To let the military deluge pass; 
Jerusalem a prey, her glory soiled. 
Her princes captive^ and her trsesures spoiled ; 
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Wept till all Israel heard his bitter cry. 

Stamped with his foot, and smote upon his thigh ; 

But wept« and stamped, and smote* his thigh im 

vain, 
Pleasare is deaf when told of fiiture pain. 
And sounds prophetic are too rough to suit 
£an long accustomed to the pleasing lute ^ 
They scxNmed his inspiration and his theme, 
^noonoed him •frantic, and his fears a dream; 
^ith self-indulgence winged the fleeting hours, 
Till the foe found them, and down fell the towers. 

Long time adissjria bound them in her chain. 
Till penitence had purged the public stain. 
And Cyrus, with relenting pity moved, 
Keturaed them happy to the land they loved; 
Thete, proof against prosperity, awhile 
They stood the test of her ensnaring smile, 
And had the grace in scenes of peace to show 
•Oie virtue, they bad learned in scenes of woe. 
But man is frail, and can but ill sustain 
A long immunity from grief and pain; 
Aod after all the joys that plenty leads, 
^ith tip-toe step vice silently succeeds. 

When he that ruled them with a shepherd's rod, 
^° form a man, in dignity a God, 
^Oie, not expected in that humble guise, 
^^ sift and search them with unerring eyes, 
*^^ found, concealed beneath a fair outside, 
**^c filth of rottenness and worm of pride; 
* aeir piety a system of deceit, 
^lipturc employed to sanctify the cheat ; 
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The pharisee the dape of his own art, ^ 
Sblf-idolized and yet a kn:ave at hedrt 

When nations are 'to perish in their sins> 
'Tis in the church the leprosy begins; 
The priest^ ^hose office is with zeal sincere 
To watch the fountain, and preserver it clear. 
Carelessly nods and sleeps upon the brifak. 
While otlicrs poisdff What the fldck must drink 3 
Or, waking at the call of Itist atone, 
Jnfu^s lies and errors of his owti; 
His unsuspectifig sheep bfelie^e it pure: 
And, tainted by the very theans of :cufe. 
Catch fi*om each other a con thgiO'dS' spot, 
The foul fore-runner of a general rot. 
Then truth is hushed that heresy may pte»ith, 
And all is trash' that reason' cannot teach : 
Then God's own image on the soul im'pr^Ssfcd 
Becomes a mockery, and a standing jest ; " 
And faith, the root whence only can arise 
The graces of a life ihiat wins the skies. 
Loses at oncJe all" valuer and esteem. 
Pronounced by grey-beards a pernicious dreatf •. - 
Then cereniiony leads her bigots forth. 
Prepared to fight for shadows of no \irbr(h; 
While trutlis, on which etei-nal things depefi'd. 
Find not, or hardly find, a single fnend : 
As soldiers watch the signal of coiiimand. 
They learn to bow, to kneel, to sit, to stand; 
Happy to fill religion* s vacant place 
With hollow form, and gesture, and gjfimacft. 
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Such, when the teacher of his thurch was there, 
I^eople and priest, the sons of Israel Were ; 
Stiff in the letter, lax in the design 
And import, of their oracles divine; 
*Xheir learning l^endaiy, false, absurd, 
And yet exalted above God*s own word; 
^Ihey dffew a curse from an intended good, 
*affe4 wp with gifts they never understood. 
Sle judged them with as terrible a frown, 
As if not love, but wratth, had brought him down : 
Yet he was gekitle as soft summer airs. 
Had grace fbr others sins, but none for theirs; 
Throngh all he q>oke a noble plainness ran— 
Rhetoric is artifice^ the work of man ; 
And tricks and turns, that fancy may devise. 
Are far too mean for him, that rules the skies. 
The astonished vulgar trembled while he tore 
The mask fi'om faces never seen before; 
He stripped the impostors in tlie noon-day sun. 
Showed that they followed all they sepmed to shun ; 
Their prayers made public, their excesses kept. 
As jprivate as the chambers where they slept; 
The temple and its holy rites profaned 
By mummeries, he that dwelt in it disdained;' 
Uplifted hands, that at convenient times 
Could act extortion and the worst of crimes. 
Washed with a neatness scrupulously nice, 
And Free from every ti^int but that of vice. 
Judgment, however tardy, mends her pace 
When obstinacy once has conquered grace. 
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Tlify saAr distemper healed^ and life re^tored^ 
In answer (0 the fiat of Ith word; ' 
Coiifessed the wornlar, and with daring tongoe 
Blasphemed the eathority from whiclr it sprang. 
Thej'knew.by sure prognostics sben on higb^ 
The fnture tone and temper of the sky; ' >* = ' 
But, grave dissembters ! obuid motunderstaitkl- . 
That sin let loose s^peali? panishnmot at hund. 

Ask now «f history's authf^ntic "page^ 
Andxall dp eridenoe from tvety age;. 
Display with btlsy and laborious band 
The blesaiog94>f the most indebted lantfi 
What^iation will yoqfindy: whose anoids pibve^. 
Sq xich an interest J{^ alinighty 1(^&? m; - 
Where dwell they now, where dwelt in ancient day 
A people pldntedf watered^ blest^ as they? 
Let Egypt's plagues aud Canaan's wppsproidaun/^ 
The favours poured .upourtbe Jewish n|ani6}.< , nyj.- 
Their freedom i^rcbas^d for tbeoo at fhe^ic^^t. f, 7 
Of all» their bard oppres^o^^s^ yalt;ie(l most;-, ■: , ^^^^ 
Their title to a .counfi^y n<^ tjie^ir.awp , 7 / ; .1 
Made sure by p^pdigi^s.^.iU i;}ien ;Hnki)q^ni?' y^;^, . 
For them the sta^s, jtb^ylef t, - niadf^wastc apd <y qid) 
For.tbeni tl^^stgteSf tp w^iicb ^bej :\vrei\t^ destro^et}^ 
A cloud to measure o^t their march l\y,day^,, ,. 
By night aiJr'B tp,i^heerftlfe>g^09m.y.w2^> . : *. 
That moving signal supimoning, when besyfc. 
Their .hosjt to move, and whep it stayed, to rest, \ 
("or them the rocks dissolved ii^o a fiopd^ ..< 

The dews coiideased into angelic foody • 
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Tyheir r^f. garments sacred, old yet new, . 
.Audi Time forbi^i ta touch them as lie flew j 
StreamSySWeUed above, the bank^^njoined to stand, 
"While, they passed through to their appointed la^d ; 
^heir leader armed with meekness, zeal, ^nd love, 
^nd graced with dear credentials from abo)ie; . • \ 
TThemsdves aecared. beneath the Almighty wingf - 
TTbeir God their captain^, lawgiver, and king ; 
<!?rowned with' a thousand victories, and at last 
Xords of the conquered soil, there rooted fast> 
In peace possesinng what they won by war, ' • 

Their name ^ar published, and revered as farjf 
Where will- you find a race like theirs^ endowed 
With all that man ever wished, or heaven ber^ 
* stowed? 

They, and they only, amongst all mankind 
AeceiTed the transcript of the eternal mind) 
Were trusted, with his own engraven laws. 
And constituted gtiardians of his causey 
Theirs were the prophets, theirs the priestly call. 
And theirs by^ birth the Saviour of us all. 
In vain the nations, that had seen them rise 
With fierce and envious yet admiring eyes> 
Had sought to crush them, guarded as they werer 
By power divine, and skill that eould not err. 
Had they maintained allegiance firm and surej^ 
And kept the faith immaculate and pure. 
Then the proud eagles of all-conquering Rome 
Had found one city not to be overcome 5 

* Vide Joshua, ▼, 14. 
£2 
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And the twelve standards of the tribes unfbrled 
Had bid defiance to the warring world. 
But grace abused brings forth the foulest deeds^ 
As richest soil the most luxuriant weeds. 
Cured of the golden calves, their fathers- sin. 
They set up self, thai idol god, wtthih; 
Viewed a Deliverer with disdain and hate,' 
Who left thera still a tributary state; 
Seized fant his hand, held out to set them free 
From a T^-orse yoke, and nailed it to the tree : 
There was the consummation and the crown. 
The flower of Israel's infamy full blown j 
Thence date their sad declension and their fall. 
Their woes not yet repealed, thence date then^ al 

Thus fell the best instructed in her day. 
And the most favoured land, look where we lUi 
Philosophy indeed on Grecian eyes 
Had poured the day, and cleared the Roman skies 
In other climes perhaps creative art. 
With power surpassing tbeir's, performed her partr"^ 
Might give more life to marble, or might fill 
The glowing tablets with a j titter skill. 
Might shine in fable, and grace idle thenies 
With all the embroidery of poetic dreams; 
*Twas their*s alone to dive into tlie plan. 
That truth and merdy had revealed to manj 
And while the wbrld beside, that plan unknown^ 
Deified useless wood, or senseless stone^ 
I'hey breathed in faith their well-directed prayers^ 
And tlie true God,, the God of truths was thcir's. 
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Their glory faded* and thejr race dispersed, 
^Thc last of nations now, though once^tiie fijrsti 
Thty warn -and teach theproudest,.wouldtheylearn> 
Xeep wisdem, or meet vengefmce in your turu : 
2f we escaped- not, if Heaven spared not usy 
Peeled> scattered, and exterminate ih^^^ 
If vice received her retribution due f ./ ^ 

'When we. were visited, whathc^ f<?r yow.?i ^ \ ./ 
"When God arises with an awful fr<5Wn -.,.■;> 
To punish lust> or pluck presumption down; r 
When gifts perverted, Or not duly prized, . 
Pleasure overvaluedi and his grace despi&ed. 
Provoke the vengeance of his righteous- hand ^ 
To pour down wrath upon a thankless land > 
He will be found impartially severe. 
Too jtist to wink, or speak the guilty clea^. : . . 

Oh Israel, of all nations ihost undone..^; . > 
Thy diadem displaced, thy sceptre gone; 
Thy temple, once thy glory, faUen ^nd raised. 
And thou a worshipper even where tbSb m^yfi&t f . 
Thy services once only without' spot, .- 

Mere shadows now,, their ancient pomp forgot; 
Thy Levites, once a consecrated host. 
No longer Invites, and their lineage lost. 
And thou thyself over every country sown. 
With none on earth that thou canst call thine own j 
Cry aloud thou that sittest in the dust,. ^ 

Cry to the proud, the cruel, aftd unjust; 
Knock at the gates of Nations, rouse their fears, ^v 
Say wrath is coming, and the storm appears; > 
But raise the shriJJest cry in British ears. J 

E3 
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What ails thee, restless as the waves that roarer 
And fling their foam against thy chalky shore? 
Mistress, at least while Providenoe shuU please. 
And trident-bearing qoeen of the wide seas — 
AVhy, having kept good faith, and often shown 
Friendship and truth to others, findestthoaiiOB^^ ^ 
Thou that hast «et the persecuted free, 
iNone interposes sow to succour thee. 
Countries indebted to thy power, that shine 
Withlightderived^foKn thee, wouldsfloothortbiiK — ^^^ 
Thy very children watdi for thy disgrace*—, 
A layi^less brood, and curse thee to thy £ice. 
1 by rulers load thy credit, year by year, 
Wilh sums Peruvian mines could never •degrj* 
As if, like arches built with skilful hand. 
The more 'twere prest the firmer it would 
The cry in all thy ships is still the <same, 
Speed Qs away to battle ajid to fame. . 
Thy mariners explore the wild expanse, 
Impatienf to descry the flags of Prance: 
But, though they fight as thine have ever fu 
Beturn ashamed without the wreaths Jthey 901 
Thy senate is a scene of dvd jar. 
Chaos of contrarieties at war^ '.', 

Where sharp and, solid, phlegmatic and light, 
Discordant atoms meet, ferment, and fight 5 
Where obstinacy takes his sturdy stand. 
To discqricert what policy has planned j 
Where policy is busied ^1 night long 
In setting right ^hat.faclidn has set wrong? 
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Where flails of oratory thresh the floor^ 
Thatjields thqm chaff and dui^t^^d jpqthing more. 
Thy racked inhabitants replpe^^n^plain^ 
TajLe4 MU the, brow of labour sweajts m v^iaj , 
War lagris a borthen on .the reeliog state, 
Aad p^acedoes nothing to relieve the weighty 
Saccessive^loads succeeding broils impose^ 
And sighing millions prophesy the c]o3e. 

Is adverse providence, when pondered wd!,. 
So dimly writ, or difficult to spell, . 
Thou canst not re^d with repdiness and ease 
Providence adverse in eveqts like these? 
Know then that heavenly wisdom. on this ball 
Creates, gives birth to, guides, consummates all^ 
That, while laborious and quick-thpughted man 
Snuffs up the praise of what he seems toplan^ 
H^ first conceives, then perfects his design^ 
As a mere instrument in hands divine : 
Blind to the working of that secret power. 
That balances the wings of every hoiy, 
The busy trifler dreams rhimse^' alone. 
Frames many a purpose, and Gfod works his own. 
States ihrive. or wither as moons wa^ and wane^ 
Even as his will and his decrees ordain; 
While honour, virtue, piety bear sway,. 
They flourish 3 -and. as these decline, decay. 
In just resentment of his injured laws> . 
He pours contempt on them^nd on their cause; 
Strikes the rough thread of error right athwart 
The web of every scheme they have at heart; 

E4 
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Bids rottenness invade and bring to. dutt 
The pillars of support, in which they trusV ,. 
And do "his errand of disgrace and shame 
On the chief strength and glory of the frame; 
None ever yet impeded what he wronght. 
None bars him out from his most secret thought: 
Darkneffs itself before his eye is light. 
And heirs close mischief nakfcd in his sight. 
iStand now and judge thyself.— -Hast thou in< 
curred 
His anger, who can waste thee" with a word. 
Who poises and proportions sea and land. 
Weighing them in the hollow of his hand. 
And in whose awful sight all nations seent 
As grasshoppers, as diist, a' dl-op, a dream ? 
Hast thou (a sacrilege his soul abhors) 
Claimed all the glory of thy prosperous wats?^ 
Proud of thy fleets and armies, stolen the geia 
Gf his just praise, to lavish it on them ? 
Hast thou* not learned, what thou art often to\d^ 
Atmth still sacked, and believed of old, 
That no success attends on spears and swords 
CJnblest, and that the baUlc.is the Lord's? 
That courage is his creature, and dismay 
The post that at his bidding speeds away, 
Ghastly in feature, and his stammering tongue^ 
With doleful rumour and sad presage hung. 
To quell the valour of the stoutest heart. 
Arid teach the combatant a woman's part? 
That he bids thousands fly when none pursue. 
Saves as he will by many or by few. 
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And claims for ever, as his royal right, 
"^he event and sure decision of the fight? 

Hast thou, though suckled at fair freedom's breast, 
Kxported slavery to the conquered East, 
**ulled down the tyrants India served with dread. 
And raised thyself, a greater in their stead ? 
Gone thither armed and hungry, returned full, 
"^^ "from the richest veins of the Mogul, 
A despot big with powfsr obtained by wealtl)^ 
And that obtained by rapine and by stealth? 
^^*tli Asiatic vices stored thy mind, 
•^^t left their virtues and thine own behind; 
And^ havingtrucked thy soul, brought home the fee, 
^^ tempt the poor to sell himself to thee? 

Hast thou by statute shoved from its design 
* *^c Saviour's feast his own blest bread and wine. 
And made the. symbols of atoning grace 
2^ office key, a picklock to a place, 
*^at infidels ma^ pirove their title good 
"^^-ati oath dipped in sacramental blood? 
^ blot that will be still a blot, iti spite 
* ^U that grave apologists may write: 
^^d though a bishop toil to cleanse the stain, 
^^ ^vipes and scours the silver cup in vain. 
;?5^^ hast thou sworn on every slight pretence, 
^^*^ perjuries are common as bad pence, 
^ /^Ue thousands careless 6f the damning sin, 
**s the book's outside, who never looked within? 
"^ast thou, when heaiven has clothed thee witli 

disgrace, 
^d long provoked, repaid thee to thy face, 

E5 
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(For tboa hast known edspies, and eodafed 

Dimness and angokh^ all thy beams obscurodi ' 

WheQ sin has shed diahouoor on thy brow 3 

And neter of a sabler hoe 4ban nctw) 

Hast thooy with heart pervcne and oonfcieDcesear"* 

Despising all JT^uke, stUi persevered. 

And havmg chosen evil; scoibed the toibe 

That crickl, Repent !-^and gloried In thy cbAc^ 

Thy%fotffigs, when calamity at last 

Suggests the expedient of a yearly ^t, 

"What mean th&y? Canst thou dream there 

power 
Jn lighter diet at a later hour, > 

To ciiarro to sk^ the threatning of the skie^. 
And hide past fbllyirom all-sedng eyas^ ' 
The past, that wins deliverance^ and'siupendii 
The stroke^ that a vindictive God intendi^ - 
Is to renounce hypocrisy; to draw 
Thy life upon the pattern of the law; 
To war with pleasure idolized before; 
To vanquish lust> and wear its yoke no more. 
AU fasting else, whatever be the pretence^ 
Is wooing mercy by renewed offence. 

Hast thou within thee sin, that in old time 
Brought fire from heaven, the sex-abusing crii 
Whose horrid perpetration stamps disgraced- 
Baboons are free from, upon human race? 
Think on the fruitful and well-watered spot. 
That fed the flocks and herds of wealthy Lot, 
Where Paradise seemed still vouchsafed on eartft 
Bttrning aod scorched into perpetual dearth^ 
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Or, la his words .who damned the base desire, 
SuflR^ring the vengeance 'of etenKi^>fire : 
Then nature injured»scandalized» defiled^ 
Unveiled her bluahingcfaeek, looked on,and smiled; 
Beheld with joy the lovely, scene defaced. 
And praised the wrath, that laid her beauties waste. 

Far be the thaught from auj^ verse rofmine^ 
And %tber still tb<B formed and fivftd design. 
To thrust the charge of deeds, that I detest. 
Against an innocent unconscious breast : 
The man that dares traduce, because he can. 
With safety to himself, is not a man : 
An individual is a sacred marl^, . 
Not to be picsrcod'in play, or in the dark;. 
But public cenaure speaks a public foe, 
Unless a zeal for virtue guide the blow. 

The priestly brotherhood, devout, sincere, . ' 
from meau self-interest and ambition clear. 
Their hope in Heaven, servility' their scorn, 
I'rompt to persuade, expostulate, and warn,- 
Their wisdom pure, and^given them from above, . 
Their, usefulness ensured by zeal and love. 
As meek as the man Moses, and withal 
As bold jas in Agrippa*s presence Paul, : ^ 
Should £y the world's contaminating touchy t^ 
Holy and unpolluted : -^are thine such ? - 
Except a few with £11* s spirit blest, 
H6phni and Phineas may describe the rest. 

Where shall a teacher look in days like these^ 
For ears and hearts that he can hope to please? 
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Look to the poor — the simple and the plain • 
Will hear perhaps thy salutary strain: 
Humility is -gentle, apt to leam> 
Speak bat the ^'ord, will listen and return. 
Alas^ not so ! the poorest of the flock 
•Are proud^ and set their iaces as a rock; 
Denied that earthly opulence they choosy 
God*8 better gift they scofFat, and reftisc 
The iich, the produce of a nobler stem. 
Are mort intelligent at !east, try them : 
Oh vain inquiry ! they without remorse- 
Are altogether gone a devious courser 
Where beckoning pleasureleads them, wildly str^^ 
Have burst the bands and cast the yoke awdy. 

Now bOTne upon the wings of truth sublime^^ 
Review thy dim original and prime. 
This 'island, spot of unredaimed rude cartfr. 
The oradle that received tliee at thy birth. 
Was rocked by m^any a rotigh Norwegian blast. 
And Danish howlingis scared thee as they parsed J 
R>r thou wast bom amid the din of arms. 
And sucked a breast that panted with alarms; 
While yet- thou wast a groveling puling chit. 
Thy bones not fashioned, and thy joints not knC^ 
The Roman taught thy stubborn knee to bow. 
Though twice a Caesar could not bend thise bows'' 
His victory^ was tliat of orient light, '^■ 

When the sun's shafts disperse the gloom of night. 
Thy language at this distant moment shows : 
How much tl^e country to the conqueror owes; ' 
7 " ' 
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Expressive, cneigctic, and refined. 
It sparkles with the gems he left behind : 
He brought thy land a blessing when he came. 
He found t^ee savage, and he left thee tattoe; 
Taught thee to clothe thy pmked and painted hide. 
And grace thy figure with a soldier's pride/ 
He sowed the seeds of order where he went. 
Improved thee far beyond his own intent; 
JVnd, while he ruled thee by the sword alone. 
Made thee at last a warrior like his own. 
Keligion, if in heavenly- truths attired. 
Needs only to be seen to be admired; 
But thine, as dark as witcheries of the night. 
Was formed to harden hearts and«bock the sight> 
Thy Druids struck th€iwell-hung harps they bore 
With fingers deeply dyed iniiuman gore; 
And, while the victim slowly bled to death. 
Upon the rolling chords rung out his dying breath. 
X Wbo-brought the lamp that with awaking beams 
])ispelled thy gloom^ and broke away thy dreams^ 
Tradition, now deaepit and worn out, 
babbler of ancient fables, leaves a doubt: 
' ^at still light reached thee 3 and those gods of thine 
Woden dnd Thor, each tottering in his shrine. 
Tell broken and defaced at his own door. 
As Dagon in Philistia long before. 
But Rome with sorceries and magic wand 
Soon raised a cloud, that darkened every land; 
And thine was smothered in the stench and fog 
Of Tiber*s marches ^md the papal bog. 
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Then priests whh. bulls and briefs, asd riM?en 

And griping fists, and unrelenling < frowns^ 
Legates and delegates with- powers fiom heU, 
Though heavenly in prstension, fleeced thee weU; 
And to this hour to keep it fresh in mind. 
Some twigs Af that old scourge are left behind*** 
Thy soldiery^ the,pqpe|s well managed pack. 
Were trained bengath hislash,and knewthesmack. 
And, when he laid them on the scent of blood,; 
Would hunt a Saracen through fire and flood. 
Lavish of life tQ win an empty tomb. 
That proved a mint of wealth, a mine to. Bome^ 
They left their bones beneath unfriendly skies> 
|ii^ worthless absolution all the prize. 
Thou wast the veriest slave in da)rs of yore,^/.^ 
That ever dragged a chain, or tugged an oar^ 
Thy monarchs^ arbitrary^ fierce, unjust^ 
Themselves the slaves of bigotry or lu&t. 
Disdained thy counsels, only in distress 
Found thee a goodly spungc for power to press. 
Thy chiefs^ the lords of many a petty fee. 
Provoked and harassed^ in return plagued thee; 
Called thee away from peaceable, employ. 
Domestic happiness and rural joy> 
To waste thy life in arms, or by it down 
In causeless feuds and bickerings of their oi^'n. 
Thy parliaments adored' oh bended knees 
The sovereigivty, they were convened to please; 
.it***— ■ I.I I— I III .■ I II 

Whick may be found at iDoctors' Commons. 
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N^h^ver was asked, tootimid to resiit, : 
Compiled with, and were gracioasljr dtamissed; 
A.nd if iQmcf Spartan soul a doubt expressed, 
A.i3d bJushix^ at the tameness of the rest, 
Dared to suppose the sabjeet had a choioej 
•^e was a traitor by the general voice. 
Oil' slave I with powers thou didst not dare exert, 
V'erse cannot -stoop so low as thy desert j 
l^t shakes the sides of splenedc disdain, 
X*lioa €df-entitled ruler of the main, 
To trace thee to the date when yon fair sea, 
^isat clips thy shores, had no such charms for thee 5 
^^V"hen other nations flew from coast to coadt, 
A^nd thotf iiadst ndther fleet nor flag to boast. 

Xneel now, aild lay thy forehead in the dust 5 
^lush if thdu canst 3 not petrified, thou must) 
-^cit but an honest and a faithful part; 
*^^^cxDparewhttt then thou wast with what thou art 5 
'^ud God's disposing providence confessed, 
J^lduracy itself must yield the rest,— 
^^lieti tiiou art bound to serve him, and to prove, 
^^our after hour, thy gratitude arid love. 

Has he not hid thee, and thy favoured land, , 
'^'^cr ages safe beneath his sheltering hand, 
^ifcn thee his blessiqg on the clearest proof, 
^id nations leagued against thee stand aloof, 
Ajid charged hostility and hate to roar, 
vVhcre pise they wopld, but not upon thy shore ? 
<^is- power secured thee, when presumptuous Spain 
baptized her fleet invincible in vain; 
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Her gloomy monarch, doubtful tnd resigned, 
Tq every ^ang, that racks an axioas mind. 
Asked of the waves^ that broke upon his coast. 
What tidings ? and the surge replied-^ All lost! 
And when the Stuart leaning on the Scot, 
Then too much'feared, and now too much forgq^. 
Pierced to the very centre of the realm,. 
And hoped to seize his abdicated helm, 
Twas but to prove how quickly with a frown. 
He that had raised thee could have plucked thee 

• down. 
Peculiar ii the grace by thee possessed. 
Thy foes implacable, thy land at rest ^ 
Thy thunders travel over earth and seas. 
And all at home is pleasure, health, and ease. 
*Ti8 thus, extending his tempestuous arm^ 
Thy Maker fills the nations with alarm. 
While his own heaven surveys the troubled scene 
And feels no change, utishaken and serene. 
Freedom, in other lands scarce known to shine,. 
Pours out a flood of splendour upon thine ; 
Thou hast as bright an interest in her rays> 
As ev^ Roman had in Rome*s best days. 
True freedom is where no restraint is known. 
That scripture, justice, and good sense disown. 
Where only vice and injury are tied. 
And all from shore to shore is free beside. 
Such freedom is — and Windsor's hoary towers 
Stood^trcmbling at the boldness of thy powers,. 
That won a nymph on that ioamortal plain. 
Like her the fabled Pho&bus wooed in vain: 
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found the laurel only — ^happier you 
5 nnfiidMig laaiel and the virgin tdo^ ! 
^ow thinks if pleasare have ft thonght to spare; 
9od hinaself be not beneatl) her care; 
»asine8s^ constant ta the wheels oi'tiint, 
1 pause an hour to read a serioas rhime ; 
he new mail thy merchants now receive^ 
expectation of the next give leave | 
think, if chargeable with deep arrears 
such indulgence gildiog all thy years, 
wpiuch, though long neglected, shining yet 
t beams of heavenly truth have swelled the debt. 
yea persecuting zeal made royal sport 
th tortured innocence in Mary*s court, 
d BonneTj blithe as shepherd at a wake, 
joyed the show, and danced about the stake; 
* sacred book^ its value understood, 
%ived the seal of martyrdom in blood. 
^ holy men, so full of truth and graces 
H to reflection of a dlfierent race, 
■k, modest, venerable, wise, 6incere« . gj 
iich a cause they could not dare t^tfjjlri 
y could not purchase earth with siuFa f)rize,- 
pare a*life too short to reach, the skies, 
a them to Lbee conveyed along the tide, 
it streaming hearts poured fireelywhenthey died; 



lUaJfaigto the grant of Magna Charta,* which was extortM 
kl»5 John by the Barons at Ruojiyttoi^ i^ear- Windsor* 
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Those truths, which Deither use ncyr year 
Invite fthecj woo thee> to the blias they tk 
What dotage wil^oot va&ity vofmtalin} 
What we)> too^woak u> caloh a modem b 
The iQolqB and bat9 in fidl awembly &idj 
On special search* the keen-eyed eagle bl 
And did they dream, and art thou wiser i 
Prove it— ;if better, 1 suboiic land iboW. 
Wisdom and goodness are twin bom, on€ 
Must hold bath :si8tQrBy^'<ieVer seen apart. 
So then-^^as darkness overspread the doef 
Ere natupe rose ^xmi her eternal sleep,- 
And this delightful earth, and that fair sis 
Leaped out of nothing, called by the Moi 
fiy such a change thy darkitess is made'li 
rhy chaos order, and thy weakness mi^ 
And He, whose- power mere nullity obey 
Who found thee nDthing,*formed thee ibri 
To praise him is to serve him, and fulfil, 
Doing^ and Suffering, his unquestioned wi 
*tfl^Bfa^eve whHt n^n inspired of old^ 
Faifl^^Hhd faithfully informed, unfold 
CanfflHIBd just, with no falseaim in vi< 
To takeiJhi'UlMh what cannot but be tru 
To learn in Godls-owa school the Christi 
• -And bind the task^i^igned thee to thine 
Happy the man there seeking and there 
Happy the nation where such men aboun 
How shall a ver^e impress thee? byuvi 
Shall i adjure thee not to pourt thy shim: 
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Bj tlieics, whose btight example unimpeached 
DircGiiB'thee to that eminence they reached. 
Heroes and worthies of dajs' past, thy sires ? 
Orhis^ who touched their b^rts with hallowed fires> 
Their names, alas! in Vdin reproaoh an age, 
^\ horn all .the vanities they scorned engage} 
And his, that aecaphsitremble at, is huiig 
Ksgrace&iUiy on eve:ry trifler'-s tongue, - 
Or se^p^ the chan^pion in forensic war 
To flouiiabtftttd ^parade with at the bar. 
PleasuDodberaelf perhaps sugige^ts a .plen, 
If:ix)jteDes^/nove thee, to persuade even theejl 
By evory -ahanoa, thajt smiles upon her face, 
^f joys posaesseei; imd joys still held in -chase, 
^^dear sQcaeljr lie«K>rth a thought, 
Abd li^j^/oa^'Of freedom <:loy thee not, . 
''^^feci Ihat thes^ and all .that eeems thine own, 
' '^^A. ^y .ibe tenure of this will alone, 
^^e angels ia the service of their Lord, 
^*^i^^n iii4khihee,jor leave thee at his woj^ 
^^t gcatitude:a«id temperance in 01 
^'^hat he gives, runspaniig and pre. 
^uijc theifavour/andenhance thejt^^ 
1 r^ thaciklete waste and wild atmse destroy. 
/•^Ut above all reflect, bow che^^p soe'er **■' : :■ * 

**^o^ xtghts, that milltom envy thee, appear, ' ' * jij 
'^^d, though resolved^ risk them, and swim down '. \ 
^he tidie of pleasure, heedless of his frown, 
XhatMilidngs tynly sacred, and when given 
^arkciirvith the fiignatiure and stamp of heaven, 
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The word of prophecy, those truths divine, 
Which make that heaven, if thou desire it, thiufl 
(Awful alternative! believed, beloved, 
Tliy glory, and thy shame If unimproved) 
Are never long vouchsafed, irpushed aside 
With cold disgust or philosophic pride; 
And that, judicially withdrawn, disgrace. 
Error, and darkness, occupy their place. 

A world is up in arms, and thou,, a spot 
Not qnirllv found if negligently soisght. 
Thy fiou- ri"* .'iTfiple as thy bounds are small, 
Ehdurest tlift brunt, and darest defy thein all: 
And wilt ihou join to this bold enterprize 
A bolder still, a contest with the skies! 
Remember, if he guard thee and secure. 
Whoever assails thee, thy success is sure; 
But if he leave thee, though the skill and power 
Of nations, sworn to spoil thee and devour. 
Were all collected in thy single arm, 
A^thou couldst laugh away the fear of hanQf 
Thdt atrength would feil, opposed against thepiu^ 
And ibfibtei onset of a pigmy rush. 

Say not (and if the thought of such defence 
Should spring within thy bosom, drive it thence) 
What nation amongst all my foes is free 
From crimes as base as any charged on me? 
Their measure filled, they too shall pay the debt 
Which Grbd, though long forborn, will not forget 
But know that wrath divine, when rataiiptevcr^ ; 
Makes justice still the guide of his cafe^,^ ' 



HOPE. 93 

And will not punish, in one mingled crowds 
Them without light, and tlice witliout a cloud. 
Muse, hang this harp upon yon aged 'beech. 
Still munnunng with the solemn truths I teach; 
And while at intervals a ^old blast sings 
Through.thedry leaves, and pants upon the strings^ 
My ^ul shall sigh in secret, and lament 
A nation scourged, yet tardy to repent. 
I know the warning song is sung in vain. 
That few will hear and fewer heed the strain ; 
But if a sweeter voice and one designed 
A blessing to my country and mankind, 
Reclaim the wandering thbusands> and bring home 
A flock 80 scattered and so wont to roam, 
Then place it once again between my knee*; 
^e sound of truth will then be sure to plpase : 
And trpth alone, wherever my life be cast, s 
Iti scenes of plenty or the pining waste, > 

Stall be my chosen theme, my glory to the.last. J . 
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Ask what u human life— the sage replies, 
With disappointment lowering in his eyes. 



/I 
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A painfid passage over a restiess flood, . ^ <^ 

A vain pursuit of fugitive false good, 
A scene of fancied l^isa and heartrfeit care. 
Closing at la^t in darkness and despair. . 
Tbe poor, inured to drudgery and distress, - 
Act without aim, think little, and feei.less» 
And no where, but in- feigned Arcadian sceocf^ - 
Taste happiness, or know what pleasure meaiu. ^ 
Riches are passed awaj fh)ai hand to hand. 
As fortune, vice, or folly may conunand} 
As in a dauce the pair that take the lead . 
Ttun downward, and the lowest pair spccee^ ' 
So shifting and so various is the plan, ...'.:. 

By which Heaven rules the mixt affairs of una: 
Vicissitude wheels round the motley «rowd, ■ * .f 
The rich grow poor, the poor become pnrse-prood^ ' 
Buvness is labour, and man*s weakness suehf * 
Pleasure is labour too, and tires as much. 
The very sense of it foregoes its use. 
By repetition palled, by age obtuse,. 
Youth lost in dis»tpatton we depjor^ . 
Through life*s sad remnant, what no sighs restore? 
Our years, a fruitless race without a prize. 
Too many, yet too few to make us wise. 

Dangling his cane about, and taking snufi> 
Lothario cries, What philosophic stuff— , 
Oh querulous and weak !-— whose useless braio 
Once thought of nothing, and now thinks in vsiOf 
Whose eye reverted weeps over all the past. 
Whose prospect shows thee a disheartening wast^i 



Would age In thee resign his wintry rslgtiy 
And youth invigonte that frame again^ ^ 

Renewed desire would grace with other speech 
Joya always prised, when placed within our reach. 

For lift thy palsied head, shake off the gloom. 
That overhangs the borders of thy tomb, 
8ee nature gay, as when she first began 
With smSes allaring her admirer man; 
Sbe spreads the morning over eastern hills, 
£vth glitters with the dn3p6 the night distilsi 
Ae san obedient at her odi appears. 
To fling hi» glories over the robe she wears ; ^. 

^ks clothed with fibwers, groves filled \(ith 

sprightly soiinds, - 

The yeUowtilth; green mead9,rocks',T]8ing ground^ 
StretBos- edged with osiers, fattening every field 
Wherevei^fhey fiow, now seen and now conc^led;^ 
^lomthe bine rim where skies and mountains me^tf 
Down to the very- turf beneath thy feet, ^ 
Ten thousand charmi^ that only fools de^s^^^ ^ 
Or pride can look at. with indifferent eyes, ' 
Alt speak ont 4atiguag(^, all with one sweet veii^ ' 
Ciy to hor *in*vi»rsftl'rMto> Rcj^Mce? 
Man feels the spnr of passrons and desires, ' - ' ■ ' ' 
And she gives liirgely more than he Teqiiires; 
Not that his hours devoted all to care, ' - • 

Hollow-^ey^ abstinettcey and lean despak"; "' 
The wretch may pine, whileto bis smell, tasiei ftight; 
She holds a paradise o£«rich delight}* •"• 

But gently to rebuke faw-^^Vkward fiear/ * ^ ' ■ - • • '' 
To prove that what she gives, she gives sincere^ 
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To banish besitation, amd proclaim 
His happiness, her dear, her only aim. 
•Us grave philosophy's absurdest dream^ 
Thak 4ieaven*s intentions are not what they neoif 
That only shadows are dispensed below 
And earth has no reality but woe. 
Thus things terrestrial wear a 4Jfferent hue. 
As youth or age persuades; and neither true: 
So Flora's wreath through coloured crystal seeOj 
The rose or lily appears blue or green. 
But still the imputed tints are those alone 
The medium represents, and not their own. 

To rise at noon, sit slipshod and undressed, ' 
To read the news, or fiddle,, as seems best, 
Till half the world comes rattling a£ his door, 
To fill the dull vacuity till four j 
And, just when evening turns the blue vault gny# 
To spend two hours in dressing for the day^ 
To make the sun a bauble without use^ 
Save for the fruits his heavenly beanos prodocei 
Quite to forget, or deem it worth no thought. 
Who bids him shine, or if he shine or not; 
Through mere necessity to close his eyes 
Just when the larks and when the shepherds rise; , 
Is such a life, so tediously the same. 
So void of all utility or aim. 
That poor JoNauix., with almost every brealk 
Sigte for his exit, vulgarly called death ; 
For he, with all his follies, has a mind 
Nor yet so blanks or fashionably blind. 



But now and tbfiiy ^^terbapi^f/ a fSeWtf rtiy 
Of distant wi^6irf^li<)6t* a6i^' far^ 
By whicb H^i'^aMi, tfet lifb:wlthbiit a plrtf^ 
As uwless as lIM^ inc>hi6ift'it' 6^an,' 
Ser^^ Aeif^i^k'w^P ifbr 'disikt>nt^ 
To thrivxfit*-, atf iriferytttiraiicf?; fjre i^^ 
Oh wearines^'fit^d .^hiit assle2< ftf^> 
Tliat tread tWdi^it dfA^cistfeffi w&ofttf 
A duly rtf faftfeii, ii6v^ a^ a^stf^^ . 
YcstcroAy'V uK& t^m nii^^ ■ cff to^d^^f 
While cohv^Wi^oli; aif' dS9i^rtt^«exP$t!6cl^ 
Grows drowsy db^^-^qfi^if^c^f si t9oa/ 

With a(Se»Hiiif digttitjf d^pift, 

To rea^Nif^l^i^j'T^ti^ . 

h-odaim di<<n^«d^; y^'l^nied; ii^i;V 

Ibr trffiH*s<llia€^d<»ti^th^p(^^ ihi^^iSM^ 

b vanity suifillSirig<dI'th6Tbst*. 

That<tiid^^'^ Md iti d^d{is pf^6«rhd^- 
Yet ^diSSi'«t^mm mf tobe foniid; 
WlfMr'^al!fidtf>tfinijraMd« fittit its d^e scope 
The inqftfr^flT^M^ttitfrivitied^ irbope: 
life is'lus gift] fibiA'^iHtom'wtiaft^^^ 
\7ith everyf ^ff»A ^tttdt perfbk gift proceeds | 
I fa Kc wd ^ofcrnew; life^l that we partak^j 
Itcyallyi fW^, .fbr hi« bodriiy- isake i 
7ratlflkm inAsed^aiit the flectiifg hoar. 
And yet the SMSl'of mr ifixmdrtd flowti^i 
Designed ifl'honodr of Ids^ endless loire^' . 
To M witb fin^noee bb a%ode abof&i 

T0t,l4 F 



No.tri£e« howsoever short it seemt ; 
And, howsoever sliadowy, no dream ; 
Its value> what do thought can- ascertaioj 
Nor all an angel's eJoqueoce exptlain. 
Men deal with life as children with their play. 
Who first misuse tlien cast their toys away.; • 
Live to no spber purpose, and contend - 
That their Creator had no serious end* 
When God and man stand opposite la view^ 
Man*s disappointment must of coone, cnsqe. 
The just Creator condescends to write, ' . , 
In beams pf inextinguishable light^ 
His names .of wisdom, goodne^s^ power apdlorQ 
Od all that blooms below, or shines above; • "■' 
To catch the •wandering notice of mankind,. 
And teach Ihe world, if not perversely bliod. 
His gracious attributes, and prove the. sh^se. - I 
His ofFspring hold in his paternal carpi).,,, t . / 
If, led from earthly things to things diyinci. . : 
His creature thwart not his august designia 
Theiv praise is heard in^ead of reasonitig pride^ 
And captious cavil and complain^ subside. .. •:■ i 
Nature, remployed in her allotted pl90^j . '■'■■'■■ 
Is handrmaid to the purposes of. grace j,- . ^ a: ' 
By good vouchsafed makes known supcrifti^gow 
And bliss not seen by blessings uuderstoodil 
That bliss,, revealed in scripture, with 9 glo^ 
Blight as the covenant-'enfiuring bow, :•: * 
Fires all his feelings with, a noble scOrn : . 
Of sensual evil» and thus Hope ia born. ' • ' 
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Hfipe sets the stanap of vanity on. all, 
That'men have deemed substantial since the fall. 
Yet has tbie woiidero.us virtue to educe 
Froia empti-oess itself a r^al use; 
And while. fibe takes, as at a father's hand. 
What health and sober appetite demand, . 
From fading good derives, with chemic art. 
That lasting happiness,, a thankful heart. . 
Hope, with uplifted foot set free from earth. 
Pants for.the place of her ethereal birth. 
On steady wings sails through the inuneuseabyss,^ 
Plucks amaranthine joys from bowers of bliss^ 
And crowns- the soul, while yet a mourner here^* 
With ;vreaths like those triumphant spirits wear; 
Hope, as an anchcn: firm and sure, holds fast 
The Christian vessel, and defies the blast. 
,Hope! . nothing else can nourish and secure 
Hi|i new-bom virtues, and preserve him pure* 
Hope! let the wretch, once conscious of the joy. 
Whom now despairing agonies destroy, 
Speak^ for he can, and none so well as he. 
What treasures centre, what delights in thee. 
Had he the gen^s, the spices, and the land. 
That boasts the treasure, all at his command j 
The fragrant g^ove, the inestimable miae. 
Were light, when weighed against one smile of thine. 

Though clasped and cradled in his nurse*s arnuf^ 
He shine with all a cherub*s artless chartas, 
Idan is the genuine offspring of revolt^ 
Stubborn a^d sturdy as a wild ass's colti 

.F2 
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His passions^ like the watjerj stores tfaat sleefi 
Beotatlt the niailiDg Mir^^ of .the deepy 
Wait but th& bishes of a wintrf Btorsi,- ^ 
To frown and roar, mid. shake hu ieelilfe.flim* 
From iDfeocj through diildhood*9 giddymz^ 
Froward at school, and fretfal in his pfciyfi 
The puny tyrant boitis to snbjogatset 
The free republic of the wkip-gi|^ statr. 
If one> bi» equal in athlisijc f^amev . 
Or, more provoking slillj of nobler name; 
J)|iH« slep-acnNQhis arbvtraryvievM; . . 
An IliiM> only not- in venei. enstfer: - 
T3ie )ittl6'Greekfl look trembling attheflcriief, 
Till the l^ tongue, orheaTtestbandpreTaBi; 

Now see him laundied into ttie-woHd 9^]0gp 
If priest, supinely droning orer hi« dunge; 
Their fieeee hi». pillow, and his MPQriH)r'drawl> 
Though. sheift, too long; ihe»price he^psyv fof aB« 
IflftwyoTi loud whatever cause he*pje«dj 
But proudcstof the worst; if that* succeed. 
Perhap* 2t grave physician-, gatbcring- feefi - 
Punctually paid: for lengtheniug^ont disease^ 
No Cotton, whose humanity sheds^iays. 
That -make superior skill Iris second pnnse; 
If arms- engage Wmj he devotes *to sport 
His date of life, so likely to be short) 
A soldier may be any thing; if brave. 
So may a tradesman, if not quite a knave. 
Such stuff the world is made of 5 and^niankio* 
To passion^ interest/ pleasure, wfaimj resignf^^ 
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Insist oB« as if isscH were his own poft, 

Porigiven^ aiid'ttie privilege of ib6pe« 

^ut oa'dsoiencb; m sionbe awM tiicat hcfWy ; t 

'Wh^n'capli^iAg Itiste iisve lost diisir pouwr^ 

Perhaps wibbh Mckmess, or some £sisrf«l ^kmm, • 

2lDKHil^liifh'of vei^ioo, bttnd theme! 

Starts ^oitt' tbie tdowiv on ^ffhidti the Istoiy skft^ 

^nd tolls ^flifws de9f>ised» «t least not fcqit^ 

Shows with a'fXNDtia^ finger bat tib aoisa 

Ji pale probessioB of past stnftil joysy » 

^11 witnesses of blessings 'fodliy toornbdy 

And life abused^ ftnd not to be saWncd. 

3iiack tbcse/sffaei csys ; these smnmoned fiood a£if^ 

Xegin their nxarch to iseet thee at the bar; 

"nMmfidd a Jiid$e ioexoiabljr just> 

And pensh there,^ aU preauniptidn tnnstk 

Peacae he to thos6 (aoch peace as earth pan f^c) 
*Who live in pleasure^ ctead even whUe thej; Uve^ 
JBom capable indeed of heavenly truth $ 
But dowato latest age, from earliest yoatb> 
Their mind a wilderness through want of care, ^ 
The plough of wisdoaa never enteni^ there. 
Peac6 (if insensibility may claim' 
A right to the meek hoinours'ofherxtaiiie) 
To men of pedigree, their noble raoe^ -^ 

Emulous always of the neai>est place > 

To any throiit^ e&cept the throne of grace. J 
Let cottagers and unenlightened swains 
Eevere the laws they dream that heaven ordains; 
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Resort on Sundays to the house or prayer. 
And ask, and fancy they find, blesffings there^ 
Themselves, perhaps, when weary they retreat ' 
To enjoy cool nature in a conn try seat, ' 
To exchange the centre of a thousand trades^ 
For clumps, and lawns, and temples, and cascaded; 
liiay now and then their velvet cushions ta key ' 
And seem to pray for good example sake $ 
Judging, in charity no doubt, the town 
Pious euougb, and having need of noiib^ ' 
Kind sculs! to teach their tenantry to prizef > 
What they theinselves, without remorse; despise: 
Nor hope liave they, nor fear, of aught to come^ 
As well for them had prophecy been dumb; . 
They could have held the conduct they pursQOy 
Had Paul of Tarsus lived and died a Jew; 
An4 truth, proposed to reasoners wise as theur. 
Is a pearr cast— completely cast pway. ^ * 

They die. — Dedth lends them, pleased aad as ir 
AU the grim honours of his ghastly court, [sport 
Far other paiudngs grace the chamber now. 
Where late we saw the mimic landscape glow: 
The busy heralds hafng the sable scene 
With mournful 'scutcheons, an3 dim Ian 

between 3 
Proclaim their titles to the crowd around, 
But they that wore them tnove not at the sou 
The coronet, placed idly at their head. 
Adds nothing^ 6aw to the degraded dead, 
And even the star, that glitters on the bier^ 
Can only say— Nobility lies here. 
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IfeiQe to. ^11 Wi«h'-=-*twcre pity to offend 
By i:|$el€3S censaro, whQtn we cannot meqd; V ,, 
Life \^ithout bqpe can. clpse but in despair, 
*Twas there we /ound-tbem^ and n^ust leave theili 
Asi wb^n two pilgriois in a forest stray, [ther^ 
3otb. in?iy be lost^ yiet e^ch ip his own way; 
So fares it with the multitudes beguiled ' " * 
In vain opinions waste and dangerous wild'; 
Ten thousand rove tbe brakes and thorns ixDorig^ - 
Sonoe eastward, an({ some westward, and all wfbng. 
But hpxe, nlas! tha fatal difference lies, , ,' 
Bach man's belief is right in bis own eyes; 
And he that blames what they have blindly cbbse^ 
Incurs resentment for the lovie he shows. 

Sl^ylxHanist, within whose province fall" 
The cedar and the hyssop oh the wall^ 
Of all that deck the lanes, the fields; the bowers, 
li^'hat parts the kindred tribes of wdeds and flowers } 
Sweet 9cent, or lovely form, or both coibbined^ 
Distinguish every cultivated kind ; : ' 
The want of both denotes a meaner breeds 
And Chloe from her garland picks the weed. 
Thus hopes of every sort, whatever sect 
Esteem them, sow them, rear them, and protect^ 
If wild in nature^ and not duly found, 
Gethsenoane! in thy dear hallowed ground, * 

That cannot bear the blaze of scripture light, • 
Nor cheer the spirit, nor refresh the eighty = •' * 
Nor animate the soul to Christian deeds,- - ^ ' • 
(Qh cast Ihem from thee !) are weeds, arrant weeds. : 
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Ethelred'j bfmit, ^ ^eotre M^ 
DiwrgujyS e^ iropi cgcb, ^ ^^ j^^, 

Hiimelf as bouotifd as A|U'U/$^t^j 

f^ paf^nxV)uat of .tl\e JiurnQupding {)^u^' 

iut gveiU tM.spi|ght J^ in the apiipuaf ^ Pn^^ 

And the/ jnigbt epier at his'open (}9pry 

Even ^LiUips spacious l^ll would Jbo}d j9p qu3|^. 

He «e&t a seryant ^th bjr ieveiy roa^, * ^ 

To aouiyi ^is hora ^id pabUsh it aj^/ipadj 

That aU might aaafk— ^m|[b^ oi^^a^a Mgb AR4 

jUi ordinaDce it concerned them m^h to knvi^ 
If after all «^(H|9ie head^tn^g ^rdy Ji^ut .. 
Would .4J^oji)ey y though %ane ,tQ he ji|iut o^it. 
Could he witiji.reaB)!^ SWji^^ )^ ]^^ ^^^ 
liifBself sole ^uthpr of his c^n dli^^^^ 
^ol tjbjp 4cciiec ^ ju^t .^ijfi w^tfet^ l^if ; . 
And be that npj^c, ^ad rjjghj i^ ffi*?, t^;ijljr|. 
His sovereign pcMyA^^Q^ i^f^m^^ ¥^iS^\9miL • 
The wrong w^a l)i#^ wjip wrftftgfjdijf icp.fiRp^ittri,. 
YeJ half a??nVifl4 mmPiajn a c^#i#«^ MlKi . . ; 
With him tl^ .Dio»^ pf tmM ^» 
:^e(Bau^ thie de^^ by w^id^ U% \^P %ffi^W(k 
The largess he besfcpW^ j^^^o/^ -tljf ienqi^. . \ 
Compli^ce with his will yf^ur Ipt en^^j^ 
Accept it paly> find the hof)\\ i$ your's. 
And sui:e*it is 91 ]$jnd tQ m^P^nd gi)w, 
As with gi frp^Q to say, Do ^.U, aprf live. 
Jiovc is 9Qt jjedf^r'^ ttupapery bct^gh* apd ((44; . 
|le fi/i// give freely, or |ie:iri// withhold^ 
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s scmJ afahcn 8 tnercenary Ibooght, 
iid him at deegAy who alibors it not | ' 

e «tipylate» inde«d^ but merely thiH 
hat man will freely take all aobought blil^ 
Vill troat him for a- faithful generous j^rk^ ' 
iiar aat a price upon' a williog heart. 
Of all th& ways that teem to ptonuse fair, ' / 
To place yois where his saints his presence shara^ 
This only can> lor this plain ^eause, cxpressdd 
In terms as'phim» kimsrlf has* shut the resC 
But oh the strife* the bickerings an4 debate. 
The tidinp of unpurchased heaven create! 
The flirted ian> ?tbe bridle and the ton, 
jUI speakers, yot idl langr«age a& a loss* 
Prom stiacGflod 'W^h smart argumenta rehouo^w ' 
^nd beaus^ adepts in evexy thhig proibundt f 
Die of disdain, or whistle off the sound. J. 

Such is the clamour of roeks, daws, and kite^ 
The explosion o£ the levelled tube eicitesy ' 
Where mouldering abbey-walla overhang itie 
glade, ?..-•'• 

And oafe9> coeval spread a ttoiumful shadier '- 
The screaming nations^ hovering inr mid ^Sti' - ' 
Loudly resent the atrangevV iVeedoak tkdre^ 
And seem to warn, him JBeverta repeat 

HiabeMintnssionoil'their dariiivi«aC ' } 

Adiei^ Vi^otfa-cries, ere'yet he siipy' 

The pnip]€ bBni|ier tvetnbliiag-at Jkis iipi^ 
Adieu to all moililiCy \ if grace - '^ ' 
Make weaha • viifri^grcdkttiQ.fficriiiJaw^ 
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The Christian ^6^ is— ^Waiter; dra^ the cork-f^ 
If I mistake not— rBlodEheatfr ^iih a' fbrk!^ * 
Without good works, whatever som&jEnay bdastf ' 
Mere' folly and ddosion— ^Sir, joor toast. - 
My firm'persuaiddn i8> at least sometimes^ 
That heaven will w«gh man's virtues and his cno^ 
With nice attention, in a righteous scale. 
And save or damn as these or tho9^ prevail. 
I plant my foot upon this ground of truat, : 
And silence every fear withr--God is just. 
But if perchance oh some dull drizzling day 
A thought intrude that says, or seems to say. 
If thus the important cause is to b(i tried, ' 
Suppose the sbeam hould dipon the wrong si^r 
I sinion recover from these needless frights. 
And (jK)d is mercifiil — sets aH to rights^ ' 
Thus,, between justice, as my pHme 5upporV 
And mercy, fled to as the last resort, 
I glide and steal along with heaven' in viewv 
Andi'paidbtt me, the bottle stands with yod. - ' 

,1 never will believe, the colonel cries. 
The sanguinary schemes 'that sotne devise'. 
Who make the gdod Creator on their plaa 
A being 'of less equity than roan. 
If appetite; or what diviiies caU lust, ' 
Which men comply with, e*en because they BCW*<r 
Be punished' with perdition, who b pure?- 
Then their*s, no doubt, as well as mine^ is suf^ 
If sentence of eten^al pain belong 
To every sudden riip and transient wrongs 
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Xlien heaveo enjoins the fallible and frail 
^n hopeless task, and damns thecn if they fail. 
iMy creed (whatever some creed-makers mean 
5y Allianasian nonsense, or Kicene) 
My creed U, he is safe that dots' his test, ' 
And death!s a- doom sufficient foV the rest. 

Right, says an ensign; and for aught I seej^ 
Your faith and mine substantially agree; 
The best of every man's performance here 
Is to discharge the duties of his sphere. 
Jl lawyer's dealings should be just and fair, 
3FIonesty shines with great advantage there* 
^Fasting and prayer sit ^-ell upon a priest, 
A decent caution and reserve at least. 
A soldier's best is courage in the field, 
IVith nothing here that wants to be concealed. 
]M[anly deportment, gallant^. easy, gay; 
An hand ai liberal as the light of day» 
Tlie soldier, thus endowed who never shrinks. 
Nor closets up his thoughts, whatever he ihmks^ 
TKho scorns to do. an injury by stealth. 
Must go to heaven — axKi f must drin^c his health. 
Sir Smug> he cries, (for lowest at the board. 
Just made fifth chaplain of bis patron lord. 
His shoulders witnessing by marfy a shrug . ' 
How much his feelings sulieredy sat Sir Smiig) 
Your office is to winnow fahe'from true; 
Come, pA)phet, drink, and tell us; What thmkjtfu ? 

Sighing'and smiling as he takes his glass, 
Whidi they that. Woo prefermeot rarely pass^' 
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Fallible map^ the church-bred youth replies. 

Is stiU found fallible, however wise; 

And differing judgments ser^'e but to declstre 

That trut^ lies somewhere, if we kn^w biitwfe=ieiii 

-Of all it ever ^a's my lot to read. 

Of critics now alive, or long since dead, ' 

The book of all tl^e word that charpied m.e n^ <^t 

Was, well-a-day, the title page warf Ib^t j 

The writer well remarks, an heart that kncftr -^ " 

To tike with gratitude what. heaven bestows, 

With prudence always ready at our oill. 

To guide our use of it, is all in all. 

Doubtless it is« — ^To which, of my own |tore^ 

t superadd a few essentials more} 

But these, pj^cuse the liberty I take* 

I wave just now, for conversation s^H^^.rrT^. 

Spoke like an oracle, they all excl^sp. 

And [|dd ftigh^ 9eYe;:ei^ to Srau°^'s hoi^o^^^i^JSf^' 

And yet opr lot ia giv^ 'us in a lapA 
Where busy arts are neyer^t 9 stanfj ; • 

AyberC: sov^nc^-ppints her t'^iilpscpfip. c)je^ 
Familial^ with ^e wonciei:^ oi tl\e s^j i 
Where boid ip^v^xy, dli^ing out pf fug^^ 
Brings VDMj a precipus pc^l qf if^^ tP U$|^ - 

Wheije. opughtjClu^c^ tbi? KW5iPVff??q^^ 
That fashico, t^tej» 9^1p^iu^, Aif^C^t 

]P9t abpy^>H,'}ii t^er own, li|[l)t ^njs^jijedU 
See merc7> gmi. W^T?^' ^feptayod! , 
The sacred V^ n^ Ip^m^r fi\#ers, W«P^» 
Bound ia the fetters of ^ nnknowii toiiguejf 



!Bat speaks j/fAih pl4i^tlc«, art caiM af ycr rocnd. 
^Vbat ^icpiplest miods cap soonest comprebencU 
Clod gtveji^ tbe wprfl, tl^.prcifciers thropjj around, 
live fro^i hi^ lips,, and spread (he glctripu? spupd: 
jThat sovQd bespieaHs salivation on hei; wa/. 
The trumpet qf a lifc-restoHng day; 
*Tis be^rd w)^re England*^ eastern glory sbine^ 
Jlnd in tlie gulphs of her Cornubian mines. 
And still jt 8|>neads. See Germany send forth 
Her sons* to poyir it oq the farthest north: 
Tired wjtb a zeal peculiar, ihejf defy . 
T^S n»gQ apd rigour of a polar sky, 
An4 pMnt successj^Uy ywect Sharon*s rp^t 
On icy pl^iRS, and in eternal sqowsu 

Oh blej^t i^itbicv th^ enclosure of your rocki^^ 
]^for herds have ye tQ bogst, nor blealing flocks, . 
l<fp fertilizing streacps your fields divide^ 
That show revered tl^e villas on their side; 
No groy(i% bAV<?! Y^l "P cheerful sound of bird^ 
Or yoic^ of turtle, in yovr land is heard ^^ 
Nor grateful eglantine regales the smell 
Of those, that walK at evening where ye dwell : , 
But winter, armed with t^rron here ui^known. 
Sits absolute ^ bis unshaken throne; 
Files up bis" stores amtditt the frozen waste. 
And bids the"mouhtains he has built stwid £m; 
Beckon^ the lemons of his stqrms away 
Froni Eappidr scenes, to make your land a "pcft 
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Proclaims the soil a conquest he lias won. 
And Zebras to share ;t with the distant sun. 
i— Yet truth is your's, remote, utienvied isle! 
And peace, the genuine offspring of her smile; 
The pride of lettered ignorance, that binds 
In chains of error our accomplished minds. 
That' decks, with all thie splendour of the true^ 
A false religion, is unknown to you. 
Nature Indeed vouchsafes for our delight 
The sweet vicissitudes of day and night; 
Soft airs and genial moisture feed and cheer 
Field, fruit, and flo^<'er, and every creature here ; 
But brighter beams, than his who fires the sidles. 
Have risen at length on your admiring eyes. 
That shoot into your darkest caves the day> 
Frbm which our nicer optics turn away. 

Here see the encouragement grace gives to vice^ 
The dire eflfect of mercy without price! " 

What were they ? what some fools are made by art. 
They wei'cby nature, atheists, head and heart. 
The gi'oss idolatry blind heathens teach 
Was too refined for theno, beyond their i^ach^ 
Not even, the glorious sun, though naen revere' 
The monarch most, that .seldom will appear^ 
And though hi8.t)eamS| that quicken where itliejr 

shine, ... ,, ., 

Mfl(f daim some right tQ be esteenied divide. 
Not e'en the sun, desireable as rare, ; ^ 
Could bend one kttee, engage one votary there; 
They w1ete> what btfse cfediility believes-. 
True Christians are, dissemblers^dmnkards; thieves. 
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The full gorged savage^ at his nauseoQs feast 
Spent half the dark n^s^ and snored out the'rjfst;. 
Was one, whom justice on aii equal plan '* 
I^enouncing death upon the sins of m^n, 
Might almost have indulged with ah escape, *^ ' 
Chargeable only with an human shape. '' * - 

What are they now ? — Morality may spare 
Her grave concern, her kind suspicions there : ' ^ 
The wretch who once sang wildly^ idanced and 

laughed. 
And sucked in dizzy madness with his draiight. 
Has wept a silent flood, reversed his ways. 
Is sober, meek, benevolent, and prays. 
Feeds sparmgly, communicates his store, ^ 

Abhors the craft he bbasted of before, -' ■ \ 
And he that stole has learned to steal no more. J 
Well spake the prophet. Let the desert sing. 
Where sprang the thorn, the spiry ^r shair springs 
And where unsightly and rank thistles^grew^ 
Shall grow the mrytle and loxuriaht yew. - - 

Go nowj and with important tone demand 
On what foundation virtue is to stand. 
If sdf-exalting claiids be turned adrift^ 
And grace be grace indeed, and life a gift: ■ 
The'popr reclaimed mhabitanty his eyes 
Glistening at once With pity and surprise. 
Amazed that shadows should obscqre-tl^o sight 
Of one, whose birth was In a land of light. 
Shall ^answer, Hope, sweet hope,- has set tne free. 
And made all pleasures else mere dross tome. 
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Tbes04 axnidst sceacs as waste ai 
The conunon care that waits oa all bestde^ 
Wild as if natiure there, vcud oF all good. 
Flayed onlj gambols ia a frantic mood, 
(Yet charge not heaveoly skill with baviog plaon^ 
A play-thing world, lukworthy of his haad $) 
Can see his love^ though secret ^vil lutks. , . . 
In all we touch/ stanaped plainly on his nforlsA:^ ■ 
I^eesi life a bSessiqg with its nuoierpi^ voo^ .. 
Nor spurn atray a gift a God bestows* 
Hard task indeed over arctic seas to roaaa^l 
Is hope exotic ? grows it not at hoiqe) r 

Yes, but'an otyect^ brigbt as orient mpm^ 
May press fSe eye too closely to be bonie^ ^ 

A distant virtue we can all ponfess, 
]t hurts our pride, and moves our envy, lew* 

Leuconomus (beneafh well^soundipg Grecfii^ 
I slur a naine a poet raiist.not spe^ik). 
Stood pUlocied on infamy's^high stag^ , 
And bqre the- pelting scprn.of half aa 9^; 
The M9ry bvtt •£ akfiK}er» and, the: hl^l . 
For every ^rit that 5Qalioe ever shot. 

The roan that Epentioned i^ atoace „_ 

All mercy ffoni this lipss and saeered aad.lyss^^ 
His crimes were sucji as. Soc(obi nevei knew. 
And pejjjoiy tlM^ mp tasw^ar all Ime^.. 
His aim^ Was iBiscbie(9,And his aet^ pieteliciBb. 
His spec^reholUonagaiiisI oomiiioa^feDSf^- 
A knave when. tried on honcstya piaiii raW. 
And when^k^ that af rcaacA 9 m»<i £mI| 
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cwoiM-s lus^t po9\fo;;t Mr9s, ^ dppm jR'jas passed > 
^ whep be migl4» h^ Qinst bejdamQeid ^i la^X* 
^QxrtrMJtb.porfonp ^biAC.pfficej xvaftiasijjp. 
c curtaip dcaw9bypre|iudice a»d pride, 
^^Cthe msgi.is. dead) ito wondering e^Qi 
U more.tliiap mopster ijo hjis pr.p.per guitie. 
3e lolled t1)e wprl4.J;li^t l^.tsd.iya): ibe t^ar , 
&t dropped upon Ills Siblp >«as sinoere : 
tailed l^y ficaoda) ^d t-bc tgogucof &trifb^ ' 
s only £U3i^wer wa^« 9 l>lamel^8s life ; 
id he tb^t forg^^ 9Qd i^e d^ tjirew ihe ,darlj'. • 
td^^ach a bral^Qr*9 intet;p&t ia.Jkis hoart* . 
oTs Javfi^fXlu'ut^ 0ud .steadiness ucjb^rited^ 
ece.«opiedi^dpap-ij^ bim^aad well transcribed* 
: follo3ifr«d Pfiul.; liii :(eal a ^dndred A»if^B,' 
B M^t(^4:«)^rity the sacn^. 
be hipi^ ^r^c)8S€id chearfy.U7 lecppQs.tu9.u3 ^eas» 
liydui^ country^ kijadced, fH^48, A^d ^i^j . 
k^ ]M<B»'h<S.)aboiM-«d4 ^nd .lil££ biq) ^01^^ 
I be^r H, su/f<¥^ «t#nie wUeufe'^r fe|c w?«|;. . 
i^ 6^pmn>: I (VOfi w^i^ue upun h4» toi^b^ 
honest eulc^ can •spuf^ iW>c £9^^, ' 

ly deep r<:|)iep.UiQge of thy thouiiaud Vioa, 
bich ai£nf*4 ?t hiiu, have jpiercpd the offendcid 

id say» Blot out n>y sin, confessed^ deplored^ 
jainst thine imag^ in thy saint, oli Lord! 
No blinder bigot, } raaini»ii^ it sijU, 
lan he whp raus^ have pJe;a$ufe, Qoxnq wApm ivjU: 
> la^ghs^ whatei'er weapon uuth may <jrA^,, *. 
id deems her sharp artillery mere stiaw^ 
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Scripture indeed is plain ; but God and he 
On scripture-ground are sure to d1j<a(;ree; 
Some wiser rule must teach tiim'liow to fi^e. 
Than this his M^ker has seen fit to give}' 
Supple and flexible as Indian chne; ' \ 
To take the bend his appetites ordain ^ 
Coii|rived tP suit frail nature's crazy, case^ 
And reconcile his lusts with saving grace. 
By this, with nice precision of design, • 
He draws upon life's map a zig-za^ line, ' '*• 
That shows how far 'tis safe to follow siii/ * 
And whertf his danger and God*i wrath be^m'" 
By this be forms, as pleased he sports along',' 
His well poised estimate of right arid wi'onjg} * 
And finds the modish manners of the day, -' - 
Though loose^ as harmless as an infant's play** 

Build by whatever plan capi^ice decrees, -■' 
With what materials, on what ground you pleai 
Your hope shall stand unblamed, perhaps admire 
If not that -hope the scripture has required. 
The strange conceits, vain projects, and wilddreair 
With which hypocrisy for ever teems, 
(Though other follies strike the public eye. 
And raise a laugh) pass unmolested by; 
But if, unblameable in word or thought, 
A man arise, a man whom God has t^oj^t,' - 
With all Elijah's dignity of tone. 
And all the lovo or the beloved John, ' 
T* »€orm the citadels they build in air,' ■ 
And smite the untempcrcd wall 3 'tis death to spar 
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To sweep away all refuges of lies, . -^ 

' And placc^ instead of quirks themselves devise^ V 
I^A Ma SAB ACT HANI before their ej-es J ' J 

' 1-'^ prove that without Christ all gain is loss. 
All Jiope despair, that stands not on his cross ; 
Except the few bis God may have impressed, ' 
A tenfold frenzy seizes all the rest. . 
throughout mankind, the Chris tian kind at least, 
•' There dwells a consciousness in ever/ breast,' * 
lliat folly ^nds where genuitie hope begins. 
And be tliat finds his heaveii niust lose his sins. 
-Nature opposes witi) her utmost force, • - 

This riving stroke, this ultimate divorce; • 
And while religion seems to be her viewj 
Hates with a deep sincerity the true: ' ■ ■ ■ 
-R>r this, of all that ever influenced man, 
^*'ice Abel worshipped, or the world begnn, ' 
^^^ Qnly.j8pares no lust, admits no plea, 
^"t itiakes him, if at all, completely free; 
Sounds forth the signal, as she niounts her car, * 

'^ an eternal, universal war ; 
*^^ects all treaty, penetrates all wiles, 
^^i^s with the same indifference frowns and smiles j 
'^Ves through the realms of sin, where riot reels, 
*^ncl grinds his crown beneath her burning wheels ! 
^Hce all that is in man, pride, passion, art, 
^^^ers of the mind, and feelings of the heart, 
o^^iisible of truth's almighty charms, 

^t« at her firBt approach, and sounds to aims h 
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While bigotiy^ wbh well dissembled kiai. 
His cyc^B shut fast^ his &i^ps m bis ^ars, . 
Idighty to p^rr/ suul posb bj Ck:id*s wi)vd . , • 
With senseless moisey his argument thesswei^y 
Pretends a zeal for godliness ^and. grace. 
And ^its abhorrence in the Chiistian > &ce« 

Parent of hope, immortal troth! make know JEl 
Thy deajtbless wreaths, and tiioQiphs sdl 
The sileat pr4)gress -of thj power is 8ucb« 
Thy meazis tso feeble, and deipked so, «iuicli^ 
That few believe tfie wonde»tbou ha^ wj 
And none can teftch theoa but whom <h«a hJ^ 

ta»^. 
Oh see me sw49m to si^rve thee^ and .conunand 
A painter*8 skill into a poet*s hand. 
That while I trembling trace a work diyiac^. « 
Fancy may stand aloof from the 4esign, L 

And li^ht, and shade, and ev^ry stroke be thine. J 

If ever thou hast felt another's pain. 
If ever wlien he sighed hast sighed again^. 
If ever on thy eye lid stood the tear. 
That pity had engendered, drop one here. 
This man was happy-^-had the world's good word 
And with it every joy it can afiford j . 
Friendship and love seemed tenderly at strife. 
Which most should sweeten his untroubled ll&i 
Politely karned, and of a genOe race. 
Good -breeding and ^ood sense gave all a gracp^ 
Aud whether at the toilette of ihef»h 
He laughed and trlBed, made him welcome there 
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;»-K<it«i he ftlisiW^* . 

Or \f in BtasculTne «**;^ ^^ regard. 
ThatUciencr^Xr^tcnic «mWs heart. 

:tli. ho«r»!!i^S«ddfeW every d^^i 
^ dark i«P°^S^ of tW d<A% V^^' 

^**'', ^er sounds ttl^r^^*';^Ud»saT«»^ .. 
^J^;:f3^e-rldora«^^r;-c.^^ 

^.,T^yvrord.onc ^^encetrae. 
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If chance, on heavy, pinions slowly borne> 
A tempest usher in tlie dreaded morn> 
Upon his dungeon wjills the lig-htning play^ 
The thunder seems to summon him away> 
The warder at the door his key applies. 
Shoots back the bolt,. and all his courage dies: 
if then, just then, all thoughts of mercy lost, . 
When hope, long lingering,' at last yields the gboslii 
The sound of pardon pierce his startled ear,. 
He drops, at once his fetters and his fear;' 
A transport glows in {ill he kioks and speaks, 
And'tlie first thankful tears bedew his cheeks, 
Joy, far superior joy, tliat much outweighs 
The comfort of a few poor added days. 
Invades, possesses, and o*erwhelms the soul 
Of Jiim, whom hope has with a touch made wImJCi 
'Tis heaven, all heaven descending on the wiDgs 
Of the glad legions of the king of kings | 
'Tis morcp-'tis God diffused tlirough Gvtry part, 
•Tis. 6od himself triumphant in his heart. 
Oh. welcome now the sun^s once hated light. 
His noon-day beams were never half so bright. 
Not kindred minds alone are called to employ 
Their hours, their days, in listening to his joy; 
Unconscious nature, all that he surveys, [praise* 
Hocks, groves, and streams, must join him in W* 

These are thy glorious works, eternal tnith, 
Tlie scoir of witliered age and beardless youth ; 
These move the censure and illiberal grin 
^^ fools, that hate tliee and delight in sin : 
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Bot these shall last when night has quenched the^ 

pole. 
And heaven is all departed as a scroll. 
And whcn^ as justice has long since decreed. 
This eartli shall blaze, ^nd a new world succeed. 
Then these thy glorious works, and they who share' 
That hope, which c^ alone jexclude despair. 
Shall live eiLcmpt from weakness and decay. 
The brightest wonders of an endless day. 

Happy the bard, (if that fair name' belong 
Ta bim, that blends na fable with his song) 
Whose lines uniting, by an honest art. 
The £|ithful nioniior*s and poet's part^ 
Seek to. delight, that they may mend ragnkind, . 
And while. tliqy captivate, inform the mind: , 
Still happier^. if he till a thankful soil, ' 
^nd fruit; reward his honourable toil : 
^ut happier far» who comfort those, thUt wa|t 
"jTo hear plain truth at Judah's hallowed gate : 
\I1ieir lapgoage. simple, as'l^eir manners meek, . 
^p ^unipg ornaments have they to seek; 
IKor labour they, nor time nor talents wastes 

Xn sorting £owers -to suit a .fickle taste i .. . 

_ • ^#»»«. ■•.*■- J.. 

3ut while they speak . the- wisdom of thjc sJnikSf 
^hijch art can only darken and disguise,. 
The abun^nt harvest, recompense divine, • 
Sepays their work-* the gleaning only niine^ 
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<{fto'hihn rhajtks inellus1% Mh!r 
Jntti'donkfcttf boniqu^ (firit 

-■■.,. 

JjLiliEST an<rftififcftiWt bfAtf tt^^ 

On xfiarr s itlbftt (!lgnkled'at)dliapt>i6i1f state; ' 

Whcthtr \«^fc na^ale tliefe Chartty dr IttVfc; 

Chief grace bfelbwi tffid jB(ir ih all atiofife. 

Prosper (I press'thee-vrtth a'powttfti jfli^^^ ^ " 

A taSlt I Yferttttfc oil, irfipfelted by tlwtet . * ' 

Oh never seteh'btitintfty blest eflfefctfc 

Or fetrblit ill the-s«ta tlikt'tteftV«hi*8dt!dtt^- ■ 

^hoseek^ t6pt^thee, znt[t(iTtitllsJt*^ii^tiMf0 

To otSA^rhfOftr, ifttfst haVe'thrt* itl fife wWfc' 

Come,. prompt' ibe^^wWbeticttJlfcfft'tWdrtJ!^ - - 

Tea(ilr rtJcit^ MridTierat thy gentftr jQW*; 

And thodgti cKsglrdeM atird'sMghtHi;'t(y r eflgtetf- ' 

A poet*fl^ nadie, by making^ the^ thb tUetfu^ 

God; i^orfcrtg ^fm' oxi<a sodal plah,^ 
By various ties attaches man to man : 
He made at first, though free and unconfiiie4» 
One man the common father of the Idnd j 
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tribe, though placed as be sees best, 
or des^ts part tbe'ni from the rest, 
: language, manners, or. in lace, 
themselves allied to all the race. ' 
w — kmeoted^. and with tears as jost 
igled with heroic dust, 
ain's oak into a world unknown, 
country's glory sought his own, (►.: ': / yA 
le found loan,. to nature true, ^< 

[>f man were sacjred in his view \ 
with gifts, and greeted with d amiie, 
native of the new found isle^ 
the wretch, tb^^ligfated or wkhstood' 
argument- of kindred blood, 
endure that any' should coRtrouS 
m brethren of the soctthehi pdle. 
gh some nobler minds a hw te^et^ 
shall with impunity negleet, 
ils unnumbered e%4l3 meet, 
its influence, and its end defeat; 
k is loved for savage lives he sayed; 
odious for a world enslaved! 
t thou then, sweet Charity ? where tiien, 
iry friend of helpless men ? 
in monkish cells and nunneries found, 
\ hospitals on English ground ? 
tmon makes the world his legatee 
:ar, not love 3 and heaven abhors the ft'e. 
found, (and all men need thy care) 
>r infancy could' find thee there. 

G 
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The hand, that slew till it could slay no more. 
Was glued to the sword-hilt with Indian gore. 
Their prince, as justly seated op his throne 
As vain imperial Philip on his own, 
1 ricked out of all his royalty by art. 
That stripped him bare, and broke his honest heart. 
Died by the sentetice of a shaven priest, 
For scorning what they taught him to detest. 
How dark the veil, that intercepts the blaze ' 
Of heaven's mysterious purposes and ways 5 
God stood not, though he seemed to stand, aloof; 
And at this hour the conqueror feels the proof: ^ 
The wreath he won drew down an instant curse, 
The fretting plague is in the public purse. 
The cankered spoil corrodes the pining state, 
Starved by that indolence their mines create. 

Oh could their ancient Incas rise again. 
How would they take up Israel's taunting strain! 
Art thou too fallcp Iberia ? Do we see 
The robber and the murderer weak as we? 
Thou, that hast wasted earth, and dared despise 
Alike the wrath and mercy of the skies^ 
Thy pomp is in tlie grave, thy glory laid 
Low in" the pits thine avarice has made. 
We come with joy from our eternal rest. 
To see the oppressor in his turn oppressed. 
Art thou the god, the thunder of whose hand 
Rolled over all our desolated land. 
Shook principalities and kingdoms down, 
And made the. mountains tremble at his frown ^ 
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'6 sWQrd shall light upon thy boasted powers, 
^<1 wast them, as thy sword has wasted ours, 
s thus Otnnipotence his Jaw fulfils, 
'd vengeance executes what justice wills. 
^Lgain — the band of commerce was designed 
associate all the branches of mankind 5 
d if a boundless plenty be the robe, 
ide is the golden girdle of the globe. 
^se to promote whaterer end he means, 
d opens fruitful nature's various scenes: 
-h climate needs what other climes produce, 
d offers something to the general uscj 
land but listens to the common call, 
d in return receives supply from all. 
is genial intercourse, and mutual aid, 
eers what were else an universal shade. 
Is nature from her ivy-mantled den, 
d softens human rock-work into men. 
;cnious Art, with her expressive face, 
ps forth to fashion and refine the racej 
t only fills necessity's demand, 
t overcharges her capacious hand : 
[)ricious taste itself can crave no m6re, 
an slic supplies from her abounding store: 
2 strikes out alt that luxury can ask, 
id gains new vigour at her endless task, 
ir's is the spacious arch, the shapely spire, 
le painter^s pencil, «Tnd the poet's lyre j 
om her tlie canvass borrows light and shade, 
id ver^, more lasting, hueS that never fade. 

G 2 
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She guides the finger over the daDciag kefs. 
Gives difficulty all the grace of ease^ 
And pours a torreut of sweet notes around. 
Fast as the thirsting ear can drink the sound. 

Tbeseare the gifts of art^ and art tjirives Eotmi 
Where commerce has enriched the busy coast; 
He catches all improrements in his flight. 
Spreads foreign wonders in his country's sight* 
Imports ^'hat others have invented well. 
And stirs his own to match them, or exoel* 
'Tis.tbus reciprocating, each with each, 
Alternately the nations learn and teach; 
While providence enjoins to tvery soul 
An union with tlie vast terraqueous whole. 

Heaven speed the canvass, gallantiy unftarled 
To furnish and accommodate a worM, 
To give the pole the paoduce of the sun. 
And knit the unsocial cHmates into one.*-^ 
Soft airs and gentle hearings of the wave 
Impel th^. fleet whose eri^nd is to save. 
To succour wasted regions, and replace 
The smile of opulence in sorrow's face.— 
Let nothing adverse, nothing unforeseen. 
Impede the bark, that plows the deep serene, 
Charged with a freight transcending in its worth 
The gems of India, nature's rarest birth. 
That flies, like Gabriel on, his Lord's commands 
An herald of God's love to pagan lands. / 

But ah! what wish can prosper, or what prayer, 
For merchants rich in cargoes of despair. 
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^ho drive a loatbsonae traffic, gage, and span, 

A^tid buy the muscles and the bones of mai>? 

^^e t«idcr tic« of father, husband, friend, 

*^il bonds of nature in that moment end} 

And each en'dures, while y^t he draws his breaib» 

-^ stroke as fetal as the scythe of death. 

**be sable warrior, frantic with regret 

Whcr he loTes, and never can forget, 

^^oses in tears the far receding shore, 

*^Uiot the4boa&:ht that they must meet no more; 

**cpriwd of her alid freedom at a blow, 

'^Ut has he left that he can yet forego ? 

* ^, to deep sadness snllcnly resigned, ^ 

"c feels his body's bondage in his mind; 

'^Qts off bis generons nature; and to suit 

"i» manners with his fate, puts on the brute. 

Oh most degradinc^ of all ills, that wait 
^*J man, a mourner in his best estate! 
•'^'I other sorrows virtue may endure^ 
"^^ find submission moie than half a cure; 
^^ef is itself a medicine, and bestowed 
*o improve the fortitude that bears the load, 
^-^ teach the wanderer, as his wo^:s increase^ 
"**^epath of vvistlom, all whose paths are peace; 
'^Uc'slaveryl — virtue dreads it as her grave: 
^3tience itself is nieanness in a slave; 
^ if the will and sovereiii^nty of God 
*^a suffer it awhile, and kiss. the rod, 
'^ait for the dawning of a brighter day, 
^J ^nap the chain the moment when you may. 

Ga 
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Nature imprints upon whatever we sec. 
That lias a heart and life in it. Be free 5 
Tlie beasts are chartered — neither age nor force 
Can quell the love of freedom in a horse: 
He bwraks tiie cord, that held him at the rackj 
And, conscitms of an unincumbered back, 
Snulii np the morning air, forgets the rein. 
Loose lly his forelock and his arqple mane; 
.Kcsponsive to the distant neigh he neighs 3 
Nor stops till overleaping all delays. 
He finds the pasture where his fellows graze. 

Canst tliou,and honoured with a Christian na[Xl^> 
r>uy whnt is woman born, and fe(.*l no shame; 
jV.TtIc ill the blood of innoccnre, jind plead 
}!xprdirr.cc as a wairant for the deed ? 
.S.) may the wolf, whom famine has made bold 
To quit the forest and invade the fokl : 
So may the ruffian, who with ghostly glide, 
D.iSfJTcr in hand, steals close to your bedside: 
>^ot he, but Lis en>ergence forced the dooc, 
I Ft: found it inconvenient to be poor. 
J l.ii God then given its sweetness to the cane> 
ly.-il ss his lav.'s be trampled on — in vain? 
Huiit a br.ivc world, which cannot yet subsist 
irnlcss Lis right to rule it be dibmisscd? 
Impudent blas^.iemy! So folly pleads, 
A!ui, avarice being judge, with ease succeeds - 

B'^t graiU the pica, and let it stand for just. 
That man make man his prey, because he mus^f 
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fy wonders sipoothly roll 
• systems under her control-, 
©ra at-the milky stream of light, 
the -silent journey of the night. 
It his return a bosom charged 
istruction, and a soul enlarged. 
*d sweets of the capacious plan, 
. spreads wide before the view of man,. 
bis pleased pursuii, and to pursue 

him, with a pleasure always new^^ 
i connecting power, and draws 
centre of the common cause, 
bious and deficient sight 

medium and a purer light. , 

precious, if not all divine; 
ilates the powers must needs refine. 
e skies, and watching every change, 
; faculties an ampler range; 
lankind, as his attempts prevail^ , 
tation on the general scale. 
;till, unless divinely taught, 
e learns, learns nothing as she ought f 
f revelation only shows, 
11 wisdom cannot but oppose, 
n nature's richest mantle clad,. " 

with all philosophy can add, 

without, and luminous within, 
rogeny and heir of sin. 
t, down falls the plumage of his pri^cj 

need of an unerring guide, 
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Inform Ins m'ndi one flash oTI 
Would heal hia heart, and mel 
" Btaiityfor iisiiea" a agift ioi 
And t laves, by tmlb enlarged, 
Then would he K17, (ubmiHin 
While graticode and lore ma'dt 
My dtat deliverer out of hppd 
Whose bounty bought me but 
I WAS a bondman on my natii 
Sill fbrged, and ignorance mad 
Thy Kpa ha vi^ shed iiutmction 
Taught me what path 
Farewell my former joys! I «ij 
For Africa's onct loved, benigt 
S;;rving a bc;it?faclor I am free. 
At my best home if not 

Some men maliegain afountai 
Astrenm of libM^I and heroic 
Tlie swell of pity, not to be ci 
Within the scanty limits of the 
Disditins the bank, and throw* 
A TJth deposit, on the borderin: 
'J !K-.>>e h;n-t an ear fi)r his pat<i 
Wlio'nialics some rich ft 
Cods gift with pleasure in bis 
And Thorntok is familiar 1 

Oh could I worship aught 
That earth hath seen, or fancy 
Thine altar, sacred lilierty, skt 
iijiU by no mercenary vulgr 
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ranc concern, 
>red, will not learn; 
be reclaimed 
be made ashamed 5 
St. Patrick's dean} 
bis spleen, 
a public scourge; 
farrier's purge ; 
I, as soon as stirred, 
'piirpose all to curd, 
[their works rehearse^ 
cmptj purse, 
mCo the street, 
lofxisoever they meet, 
lip, however just, 
madman's thrust; 
lairly matched, 
17 h9 pricked or scratched, 
minted an old lie,. 
I a fresh supply, 
the world appears 
lib erected ears : 
tossed into the crowd ; 
f, and some twanged aloud; 

an author's brnin 
Igerous to be plain, 
pent interjected dash 
id helps off the trash ; 
that include the lest, 
tliat are suppressed ; 
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Conjecture gripes the victims in his paw/ 
1'uc world is charmed, and Scrib escapes the Ii»^* 
t);>, when the cold damp shades of night prevail^ 
Wonus may be caught by either head or tailj 
Forcibly drawn from many a close reces?, 
I'hcy meet with little pity, no redress? 
IM'virg>*d in the stream th(y lodge upon the rau<.l> 
Fco-l for the famished rovers of the flood. 
Ail zeal for a reform, that gives ofFi ncc 
To pence and charity, is mere, pretence : 
A bold remark, but which if well applied. 
Would humble many a towering poet's pcide. 
Perhaps the man was in a sportive fit, 
And had no other play.place for his wi^; 
Perhaps, enchanted with the love of fame, 
He sought the jewel in his neighbour's shamcj 
Perhaps — whatever end he might pursue. 
The cause of virtue could not be his view. 
At every stroke wit flashes in our eycsj 
'J he turns are quick, the polished points surprise/ 
}]ut shine with cruel and tremendous charms, 
1 lint while they please posses^s us with alarms: 
So have I seen, (and hastened to the sight 
On all the wings of holiday delight) 
Where stands that monument of ancient power, 
Named wilh emphatic dignity, the tower, 
Guns,halberts, swords, and pistol.*;, great and small 
In starry forms disposed upon the wallj 
We wonder, as we gazing stand below. 
That brass and steel should make so fine a showj 



But though" we praise the exact designer's skill. 
Account them implements of mischief still. 

Ko works shall find acceptance in that day, 
"When all disguises shall be rent away, . 
Xbat square not truly with the scripture plan, 
r^or spring from love to God, or love to man; 
As he ordains things sordid in their birth 
Xcf be resolved into their parent earth -, 
And, though the soul shall seek superior orbs> 
VVbate'er this world produces, it absorbs j . 
So self starts nothing,-but what tends apace - 
Home to the goal, where it began the race, 
^uch aj8 our motive is our aim must be. 
If this be servile, tliat can ne'er be free : 
rfseif eniploy us, whatsoe'er U wrought^ 
\Ve glorify that self, not him wc ouj^ht j 
5uch virtues had need prove their own reward> 
1'he judge of all men owes them n<5 regard, 
Trne charity, a i»l;int divinely nursed, 
J'ed by the love, from xvhich it ras*i at first. 
Thrives against hope and in the rudest scene, _ 
Storms but enliven its unfading green} 
Exuberant is the shadow it supplies^ 
Its fruits on earth, its growth above the skies. 
To look at him, who formed us and redeemed. 
So glorious now, though once so discsteemcd. 
To see a God stretch forth his human hand. 
To uphold the boundless scenes of his command; 
To recollect that in a form like our's, 

• 

He bruised beneath his feet tlic infernal powers, 
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Captivity led captive, rose to cliiim 
The wreath he won so dearly in our name; 
That throned above all height be condescend! 
To call the iew tliat trust in him his friendsj 
That in the heaven of heaveas that space he ddeotf 
Too scanty for the exeriioD of his beams. 
And shines, as if inipatient to bestow 
Life and a kingdom upon worms below; 
That sight imparts a never-dying flame. 
Though feeble in degree, in kind the same* 
Like him the soul thus kindled from above 
Spreads wide her arms of universal love; 
And still enlarged as she receiiTS the grace> 
Includes creation in her close embrace. 
Behold a Christian! — and without the fires 
The founder of that nJiroe alone inspires. 
Though all acconiplishment, all knowledge mcc^ 
rTo make the shining prodigy complete, j 

Whoever boasts that name — behold a cheat! ^ 
Were love, in these the world's last doling years, 
As frequent as the want of it appears. 
The churches warmed, tliey would no longer bold 
Such frozen ligures, stiff as they are cold; 
Relenting forms would lose their power, orce^sc? 
And even the dipt and sprinkled live in peace: 
Each heart would quit its prison in the breast. 
And flow in free communion with the rest. . 
llie statesman, skilled in projects dark and deep^ 
Mi^ht burn his useless Machiavel, and sleep; 
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His budget often filled, yet always poor, 

^igbt swing at. ease behind his study door, 

^0 longer prey upon our annual rents, 

^r scare the nation with its big contents : 

^Ubaudcd legions freely might depart, 

^d slaying man would cease to be an art. 

No learned disputants would take the field. 

Sure not to conquer, and sure not to yield; 

Both sides Received, if rightly understood, 

^dflg each other for the public good. 

*^ charity prevail, the press would prove 

A vehicle of virtue, truth, and love ; 

^d I mighf spare myself the pains to show 

"^hat few can learn, and all suppose they know. 

Thus have I sooghl to grace a serious lay 

" ith many a wild indeed but flowery spray, 

"^ hopes to gaiHj what else I mu^t have lost, 

*^G attention pleasure has so nau^h engrossed. 

But if unhappily deceived I dream, 

Abd prove too wcaj^ for sp divine a theme, 

^t Charity forgive toe a mistake ^ 

That zeal, not vanity, Jias ch^ccd to make, ?- 

And q)are the poet for his. subject's sake. J 
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N«m ncquc me tantum venlentis sibllus aastri» 
Nee pcrc'jssa juvant fluctu tam littora, nee qua 
Soxosas inter decurrunt iiumlna valles, 
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Though nature weigh our talents, and dispense 
To every man his modicum of sense. 
And Conversation in its better part 
May be esteemed a gift and not an art. 
Yet much depends, as in the tiller's toil. 
On culture, and the sowing of the soil. 
' Words learned by rote a parrot may rehearse, 
But talking is not always £o converse; 
Not more distinct from harmony divine. 
The constant creaking of a country sign, , 
As Alphabets in ivoiy employ. 
Hour after hour, the yet unlettered boy, 
Sorting and puzzling wi^h a deal ofcglee 
Those seeds of science called his a b c 5 
So language in the mouths of the adult. 
Witness its insignificant result. 
Too often proves an implement of play, 
'A toy to sport- with and pass time away. 
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^Ucct at evening what the day brought forth, 

impress the sum into its solid worth, 

And if it weigh the importance of a fl/, 

Tue scales are false, or Algebra a lie. 

Sacred interpreter of human thought. 

How few respect or use thee as they ought ! 

fiut all shall give account of every wrong, 

"Iio dare diahonouf or defile the tongue; 

"^bo prostitute it in the cause of vice, 

^ sell their glory at a market-price > 

'^hovote for hire,^or point it with lampoon, 

The de^. bought placeman, and the cheap buffoon. 

I^ere is a prurience in the speech of some, 
^rath 8tays him, or else God would strike them 

dumb : 
"i« wise forbearance hsrs their end in view, 
^^cy fill their measure, and receive their due. 
■^e heathen law-givers of ancient days, 
•laities almost worthy of a Christian's praise, 
"^ould drive them forth from the resort of men, 
^^^ shut up every satyr in his den. 
^^ come not ye near innocence and truth, . 
* ^ Worms that eat into tlte bud of youth I 
^^^fectious as impure, your blighting power 
saints in its rudiments the promised flower; 
^ odour perished and its charming hue, 
■"henceforth *tis hateful, for it smells of you. 
^ot even the vigorous and headlong rage 
^f adolescence, or a firmer age, 
Aftbrds a plea allowable or jurt 
^or making speech the pamperer of lust ; 
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But when the breath (^ age cammits the fanlt^ 
*Tis nauseous as the vapour of a vault. 
So withered stumps dta^ee the sylvairsceue^ 
No longer fruitfuij aod no longer greea; 
The sapless wood, divested of the bark» 
Grows fungous, and takes &re at every apaHc 

Oaths terminate, as Paul observes, aU stiifis— 
Some men have surely then a peaceful Ufej 
Whatever subject occupy discourse. 
The feats of Vestris, or the naval force. 
Asseveration blustering in yqur face 
Makes contradicttoQ such an hopeless caset 
In every tale they tell, or false or true. 
Well known, or such as no snan 6ver knew. 
They fix attention, heedless of yodr pain. 
With oaths like rivets forced i»to the braiB; 
And even when sober truth prevails throughoBt; 
They swear it, till affirmance breeds a doubt. 
A Persian, humble servant of the sun. 
Who though devout yet bigotry had none. 
Hearing a lawyer, grav^ in his address. 
With adjurations every word impress. 
Supposed the man a bishop, or at least> 
God*s name so much upoo^ his lips, a priestj 
Bowed at the close with aU his graceful zivh 
And begged an interest In his fervent prayers; 

Go, quit the rank, to wliich ye stood preferre 
Henceforth associate ia one conunon herds 
Religion, virtue, reason, conanoon senses 
Pronounjce your hun^an form a false pretence) 



A mere disgui^^ Fh which ti devil -lutkH, 
"Who yet betrays his secret by his works; 

'YcpijfWer* who rule the tongue, if such therisare. 
And make colloquial happiness your care. 
Preserve me from the thhsg I dredd and hate, 
A duel in the foiloi of a debate. 
The cUtA ofitrguments and jar of wt>rds. 
Worse than the naortal brunt of rival swords. 
Decide ito (Question with their tedious lengthy 
Por opposition gjves opinion strength. 
Divert the champions prodigal of breath. 
And put- the peaceiably-disposed to death. 
Oh thwart me not, sir Sc^h, at every turn. 
Nor carp at every flaw you may discern j 
Though syllogisms hang not on my tongue, 
I am not surely always in the wrong J 
•Tis hard if all is false that I advance, 
A fool must now and then be right by chance. 
Not that all freedom of dissent I blame; 
No — there I grant the privilege I claim, 
A disputable point is no mab*s ground; 
Rove where you please, 'tis common all around. 
Discourse may want an animated — No, 
To brush the surface and to make it flow; 
But still remember, if you mean to please. 
To press your point with modesty and ease. 
The mark, at which my juster. aim I take, 
Is contradiction for its own dear sake, 
Spt your opinion/ at whatever pitch, 
Knots and impediments make something hitch; 

VOL. I. H 
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Adopt his OWD, '^1 equally in raio. 
Your thread ~of argumcDt is snapt agmn 
The wrangler, rather than accord with 
Will judge himself deceived, and prove 
Vociferated logic kiUi me quite, 
A noisy man ii alnayi in the light— 
I twirl my thumbs, fall back into my c 
Fix on (be waiascot a distressful stare. 
And, when I hope his blaaders are all c 
Keply discreetly^To be sure— no dool 
Dt7Bivs is such a scrupulous good m 
Yes— you may catch him trippiug if yc 
He would not, with a peremptory ton^ 
Assert the nose upon his face his ownj 
With besilatioD admit:abiy slow, 
He humbly hopes — presumei — it may I 
His evidence, if he were called by law 
To swear to some enormity he saw. 
For want of prominence and just relief. 
Would bang an honest man and save a 
Through constant dread of giving truth 
He ties up all his bearers in suspence; 
Knows what he hnows as if be knew it 
What be remembers seems to bavc forg 
His sole opiiiion, whatsoe'er befall. 
Centering at last in bavlng none at all. 
Yet, though he tease and baulk your list 
He makes one useful point exceeding cl 
Howe'er ingenious on his darling theme 
A sceptic in philosophy may seem. 
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Reduced to practice, his beloved rule 
Would only prove bim a consummate fool; 
Useless in him alike both brain and speech. 
Fate having placed all truth above his reach. 
His ambiguities his total sum. 
He might as well be blind, and deaf, and dumb. 

Where men of judgmeatcreep and feel their way. 
The positive pronounce without dismay; 
Their want of light and intellect supplied 
By sparks, absurdity strikes out of pride: 
Without the means ot knowing right from wrong. 
They always are decisive, clear, and strongs 
Whcr^ others toil with philosophic force. 
Their nimble nonsense takes a shorter course : 
Flings at your head conviction in the lump. 
And gains remote conclusions at a jump : 
Their own defect, invisible to them. 
Seen in another, they at once condemn; 
And, though self-idolized in every case. 
Hate their own likeness in a. brother's face. 
The cause is plain, and not to be denied, 
The proud are always most provoked by pride. 
Few competitions but engender spite; 
And those the most, where neither has a right. 

The point of honour has been deemed of use, 
.To teach good manners, and to curb "abuse; 
Admit it true, the consequence is clear, * 
Oar polished manners are a mask we wear* 
And at the bottom barbarous still and rude. 
We are restrained indeed, hut not subdued. - 
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The very rcf&edy, however rare. 
Springs from the mischief it intends to ctire; 
And savage in its prmciple appears, 
Tried, as it should be; by the ^uft it bears. 
Tis hard indeed if nothing will defend 
Mankind from quarrels but their fatal end; 
That now and then an hero must decease. 
That the surviving world may live in peace; 
Perhaps at la^t close scrutiny may show 
The practice dastardly, and mean, and low| 
That men engage in it compelled by force,' 
And fear, not coprage, is its proper source. 
The fear of tyrant custom, and the fear * 
Lest fops should censure us, and fools should siic 
At least to trample on o\ir Maker's laws, 
And hazard life for any or no cause. 
To rush into a fixt eternal state 
Out of the very flames of rage and hate^ 
Or send another shivering to the bar 
With all the guilt of such unnatural war, 
Whatever \ise may urge, or honour plead. 
On reason's verdict is a madman's deed. 
Am I to set my life upon a throw. 
Because a bear is rude and surly? No— 
A moral, sensible, and well-bred man. 
Will notaffront me, and no other can. 
Were I empowered to regulate the lists. 
They should encounter with well-loaded fists : 
A Trojaff combat would be something new, 
Iiet 0AKBS beat Entbllus black and blac; 
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Then each might show, to his admiring friends. 
In honourable bumps his rich amends. 
And carry, in contusions of his skull, 
A satisfactoiy receipt in full. 

A story, in \vhic;h native humour reigns. 
Is often useful, always entertains : 
A graver fact, enlisted on your side, 
' May furnish illustration, well applied) . 
But sedentary weavers of.loag taks: 
Give me the fidgets, and my patience fails^ 
Tis the^most asinine employ on earth,, 
To hear them tell of parentage and bir^l^ 
And echo conversations, dull and dry. 
Embellished with — He said, and So jawJA 
At every interview their rout the same. 
The rep^ition makes attention lame > 
We bustle up with unsuccessful speed. 
And in the saddest part crj' — DroU indeed ! 
The path of narrative with care pursue. 
Still making probability your clue ; 
On all the vestiges of truth attend. 
And let Jhemgmde yxm to a decent end; 
Of all ambitious rfian may. entertain,. 
The worst, that can invade a, sickly brain^ 
Is that, which angles. hourly, for surprizo. 
And bai^s its hook. with. prodigies and lies* 
Credulous infancy, or age as weak. 
Are nttest, auditors; for such. to seek. 
Who to please otliers.wili thomselve^f dbgrac^ 
Yet please net^ but affront you to yoiur j&ca : 
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A great retailer of tliis curioQs ware 
Having unloaded and made many stare. 
Can this be true? — an arch observer cries. . 
Yes, (rather moved) I saw it with these eyes; 
Sir! I believe it on that ground alone; 
I could not, had I seen it with my own« 

A tale should be judicious, clear, succinct ; 
The language plain, and incidents wtll linked; 
Tell not as new what every body knows, 
And, new or old, still hasten to a close; 
There, centering in a focus round and neat. 
Let all your rays of information meet. 
"What neither yields us profit nor delight 
lilike a nurse's-iullaby at night; 
Guy E^r\ of Wai^ick and fair Eleanore, 
Or giant- killing Jack, would please me more. 
The pipe, with solemn interposing puff. 
Makes half a sentence at a time enough ; 
The dozing sages drop the drowsy strain. 
Then pause, and puff — and speak, and pause again. 
Such often, like the tube they so admire, 
I[nportant trifiers ! have more smoke than fire. 
Pernicious weed ! whose scent the fzur annoys. 
Unfriendly to society's chief joys. 
Thy worst effect is banishing for hours 
The sex, whose presence civilizes our's : 
Thou art inded the drug h gardener wants. 
To poison vermin that infest his plants; 
But are we so to wit and beauty blind. 
As to despise the glory of oui kind^^ 
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"^tid show the soflest minds and fairest forms 
^^» little mercy, as he gruhs and worms f 
^hey dare not wait the riotous abuse, 
^y thirst-creating, steams at length produce, 
^hen wine has given indecent language birth. 
And forced the flood-gates of licentious mirth) 
For sea-bom Venus her attachment shows 
Still to that element from which she rose. 
And with a quiet, which no fumes disturb. 
Sips meek infusions of a milder herb. 

The emphatic speaker dearly loves to oppose. 
In contact inconvenient, nose to nose. 
As if the gnomon on his neighbour's phiz. 
Touched with the magnet had attracted his. 
His whispered theme, dilated and at large. 
Proves after all a wind-gun*8 airy charge. 
An extract of his diary — no more, 
A tasteless journal of the day before. 
He walked abroad, overtaken in the rain, 
Called on a friend, drank tea, stept hiome agaisj 
Resumed his purpose, had a world of talk 
"With one he stumbled on, and lost his walk. 
I interrupt htm with a sudden bow. 
Adieu, dear Sir ! lest you should lose it now* 

.1 cannot talk with civet in the room, 
A fine puss gentleman that's all perfume; 
The sights enough — no need to smell a beau^-* 
Who thrusts his nose into a raree-show ? " 
His odoriferous atteroptis to please 
Perhaps might prosper with a swarm of bees y 
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^^^1 Sat we that make no honey., though t 

^^^^M Poets, are lometimes apt to nunl the I 

^^^H Tis wTDDg (o bring into a miict retort, 

^^^H What makes some sick, and others. a-/ 

^^^^1 An a^ameat of cogences we may say, 

^^^^1 Why such au cue should keep himself 
^^^H A graver coxcomb we may somecim 

^^^^H Quite as absurd, ihotig!) not so light ai 

^^^^1 A shallow brain behind a serious mask 

^^^^H An oracle wlibin au empty cask, 

^^^^1 The solemn fop} sigaificant aud butlg 

^^^^H A fool with judges, amongst fools a jc 

^^^H He says butlilile, and that little said 

^^^^^ Owes all its weight, like loaded dice, t 

^^^^H His wit inyltes you by his looks to coo 

^^^^H But when you knock it never isat bon 

^^^^1 Tis tike a parcel sent you by the stage 

^^^^1 Some handsome present, as your hopei 

^^^^1 Tis heavyj bulky, and bids fair to prov 

^^^^1 An absent friend's fidelity and love, 

^^^^1 But when unpacked your disappointmi 

^^^H lo find it itu&d with-brickbate. earth, 
^^^^1 Some men employ their health, an t 

^^^^1 In making known how oft they have I 

^^^^M And give us in recitals of disease 

^^^H A doctor's trouble, but without the (et 

^^^H Bdate how many nxcks they kept the 

^^^^1 How an emetic or cathartic sped ; 

^^^H Nothing is slightlf touched^ much less 



' Now thd^cKit^i^per, ^pito of draugbt or-fMlIy 
VictoHous soeqnedy and now the doctor's skill; . 
And now — alas for unfor&eeu mishaps I ^ 
They put on a damp night-cap an4. relapse; 
Tb^ thought they must have died they were so 
T^oir peevish hearers almost wish they had. [bac^: 

Some fretful tempers wince at every touch, • 
Y^ou always- do too little or to© mucli: . , 

Vou speak with life, in hopes to entertala« 
^our elevated voice goes through the brain; 
^oufoll at ^iice into a lower key, 
^>at's worse— the dron^ pipe of an humble, bee* • 
"^e southern sash admits too strong a liglit, 
You rise and drop the curtain — now it's oigbt. 

' He shakes wth cold — you stir the fire and strive 
7o make a blaze— that's roasting him alive, 
^rve him with venison, and he chooses £sh ; 
^th soal-— tfiat*s just the ^ort be would not wislu 
He takes what be at £rst professed to loath. 
And in due time feeds heartily on both ; 
Yet still; o*erc]ouded with a constant frown. 
He does not swallow^ but he gulps it down» 
Your hope to please him vain on every plan. 
Himself should work that wonder, if he can- 
Alas t his efforts double his distress. 
He likes your's little, and his own stiU less« 
Hius always teasing others; always teased^ 
His only pleasure is — to be displeased. * 

I pity bashful nden, who fcrl the pain 
Of i&ncied scorn and undeserved disdain^' 
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And bnr tbe mariii apoo a bluihiag h 
Of needless shame and self-imposed dia 
Oar sensibilities are $0 acute. 
The fear of being sUent makes as mute 
We sometimes think we conld a speed 
Much (o tbe purpose, if our tongues wi 
But, being tried, it dies upon the lip, 
Faint as a chicken's note that has tbe p 
Our wasted oil unprofitably bnrna. 
Like hidden lamps in old sepulchral on 
Few Frenchmen of this evil have compl 
If seems as if we Britons were ordained 
By way of wholesome curb upon our pi 
To fear each other, fearing none beside, 
^e cause perhaps inquiry msy descry. 
Self-searching with an introverted eye^ 
Concealed within an unsnspected pafti 
The vainest comer of our own vain bea 
For ever aiming at the world's esteeoi. 
Our Eclf-importance ruins its own sdtet 
In other eyes our talents rarely shown. 
Become at length so splendid in our ow 
We dare not risque them into poblic vii 
Lest they miscarry of what seeing thdr 
True modesty is a discerning gracei 
And only blushea in tbe proper place; 
But counterfeil is blind, and skulks thi 
'Where 'tis a shame to be asbamed to a] 
Hunulity the parcnt of ihe first. 
The last by canity produced and nurst. 
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The circle formed* we sit in silent state. 

Like figures drawn upon a dial plate ^ 

Yes iHa'am^ and no ma'aro^ uttered softly, show 

Every five minutes how the minutes go j 

£ach individual sufiering a constraint 

Poetry may, but colours cannot, paint: 

As if in close committee on the sky. 

Reports it hot or cold, or wet or dry; 

And finds a changing clime an happy source 

Of wise reflection, and well-timed discourse. 

We next enquire, but softly and by stealth. 

Like conservators of the public health. 

Of epidemic throats, if such there are. 

And coughs, and rheums, and phthisic, and catarrhs 

That theme exhausted, a wide chasm ensues, 

Filled up at last with interesting news, 

Wbodanced with whom, andwhoareliketowed. 

And who is hanged, and who is brought to bed: 

But fear to call a more important cause. 

As if 'twere treason against English laws. 

The visit paid, with ecstacy we come. 

As from a seven years transportation, home. 

And there resume an unembarrassed brow, 

Recovering what we lost we know not how. 

The faculties, that seemed reduced to nought, 

Expression and the privilege of thought. 

The reeking, roaring hero of the chase, 
I give him over as a desperate case. 
Physicians write in hopes to work a cure. 
Never, if honest ones, when death is sure; 
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And though the fox. he fallows maj be tamed, 

A mere fox- follower never is redamjed. 

Some farrier should prescribe his proper coune^ . 

Whose only fit coropanioa is his horse. 

Or if> deserving of ia better doom. 

The noble beast jtdge otberwise, his groom. 

Yet even the rogue that serves him, tbovfgh be sfmd 

To take his honour's orders, cap in hand, 

Prefers bis fellow-grooms with mnch good sense, 

Their skill a truth, his master's a pretence. 

If neither hone or groom affect the squire^ 

Where can at last his jockeyship retire? 

Oh to the club, the scene of savage joys. 

The school of coarse good fellowship and noiii; 

There in the sweet socictj of those. 

Whose friendship from his boyish jears he choit 

Let him improve his talent if be can. 

Till none but beasts acknowledge him a man. 

Man s heart had been impenetrably sealed 
Like their's, that deave the flood or graae the ficMp 
Had not his Maker^s all-bestowing hai>d 
Given him a soul, and bade him understand; 
The reasoning power vouchsafed of course iofeorf 
The power to clothe that reason with his wordf 
For all is perfed that God works on earth. 
And he that gives conception, aids the birtb* 
If this be plain, 'tis plainly understood. 
What uses of his boon the giver would. ' i 

The mind^ dispatched upon her busy toil. 
Should range where Providenc« has blest the KBf 
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VisItingevGcjf flower with lalxkur meet^ 
And gaiheting all her treasures sweet by sweet. 
She should ecohue the tongue with wiiat she sips,^ 
And shed the balmy. bJkaHOg on the lips. 
That good difiased may o^ore abundant .giiQw, 
And speech QMy praifie th« power il^ bidi^ it flow. 
Will die ftwe«twarbter of the live-Jgng^ght^ 
That fills the Ikitcmng k^er wit^ delight. 
Forget his haromoy^ with raptqr^ beardf 
To learn the twiltcring ofsi meaner bird* 
Or make the parrot*s naiaucfy his chQic0> ? ' . 
That pdjotH Hbeii.(MDaohudiQii ?oice? 
No— nature unsophijticate by maa> 
Starts not asida from her Greatcnr^s plaiYf .■., 
The meMty, that was at fitst designed 
To ehcer the rude forefathers of mankind^ 
Is note for note delhrered in our ears, - 
In the last seene of her six feh^j^iaiid^^eafrar 
Yet fashion, leader of a chatterinf train, -■ 
Whom man for his ovti hiirt pettn^s td rsfgny • -- 
Who shifts and changes all things- btft his shapes 
And would degrade her votary to an ape, ' • 
The fruitful parent of abuse and wrong, ^ 
Holds an usurped dominion over his tonguof • 
There sits and prompts htm with his own disgrate^' 
Prescribes the theme, the tone, and the grimace^ 
And when accomplished in her wayward school^ 
Calls gentleman whom she has made a fooL 
•Tis an unalterable fixed decree 
Tfait none couW frame or ratify feat she> » 



That heaven and hell, and rigfateoiuneu i 
Snares io his path and fbea that lurk wiili 
God and his attributes (a field of day 
Where 'tis an angeVi happinen to ftnj), 
Fruits of his love and wonden of his mig 
Be never named in ears esteemeil polite. 
That be who dares, when she foibida, be 
Shall stand proscribed, a madman or a ki 
' A cIoK desigiMr not to be belierec^ 
Or, if excused that charge, at least decdn 
Ob Iblly worthy of the nnrte'a lap. 
Give it the breait, or ttop its mouth iritfa 
Is it incredible, or can it leem 
A dream to aoyi except tboM that dresin 
That man ibould love his Maker, and tin 
Warming his heart, aboold at hit lips trai 
Know then, and modestly let fsU yoixr ej 
And veil yoar dmag crest that braves tht 
Hiat air of insolence aSronts your God, 
Yoa need his pardon, and provoke his rod 
- Now, in a posture that becomes yoa cook 
Than that heroic strut assumed before. 
Know, your arrean with every hour seen 
For mercy ahown, while wrath is justly di 
The time u short, and there are souls on < 
Though future pain may serve for present 
Acquiinted with the woes that feai or stu 
By fashion taught, forbade them once ton 
And, having felt the pangs you deem a je 
Have prored them IruUis too Ug to be «q 
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Go seek on reyelation^t hallowed groond. 
Sore to sucoeed, the remedy they found; 
Touched by that power that you hare dared tomock. 
That makes seas stable, and dissolves the iock» 
Your heart shall yield a life-renewing stream. 
That foob/as you have done, shall call a dream* 

It happeued on ^ solemn even-tide, 
Soon after He Ihat was our Surety died. 
Two bosom firiends, each pensively inclined. 
The scene of all those sorrows left behind, 
Sought their own village, busied as they went 
In musings worthy of the great eivent : 
They spake of him they loved, of him whose life 
Though blameless, had incurred popetual strife. 
Whose deeds had left, in spite of ho^le arts, 
A deep memorial graven on their hearts. 
The recdlection, like a vein of ore. 
The farther traced, enriched them still the more; 
They thought him, and they justly thoughthim, one 
Sent to do more than he appeared to have donei 
To exalt a pec^le, and to place them high 
Above all else, and wondered he should die. 
£re yet they brought thdr journey to an end, 
A stranger joined them, courteous as a friend. 
And asked them with a kind engaging air 
What their affliction was, and begged a share. 
Informed, he gathered up the broken thread»l 
And, truth and wisdom gracing all he said. 
Explained, illnstrated, and searched 'so wdl 
The tender theme^ on whioh they chose to dwell/ 
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That reacliiog^ home, the nighi, tfctf Mid, it netiv 
We iDust not uow be parted, sojoum bero-«- 
The new acquaintaoce soon bcca«iie a gjaoGt^ 
And made so weloome at tbeir simpla ioMt, 
He Uessed the breadi bul vanished at. the word> 
Aod left theok bolii exclaiming, *Twas t'he Lord) 
pid not our hearts fed all- ho deigned to sayv 
Did they not burnwithia us byj the way > 

Now their*9 waa^coaverse, such a&il bebave» 
Man to niaintaiDy and such as God approves: 
Thek views indeed were indistinct and dim^ 
But yet succeas£ui> being aimed at htm. 
Christ and hb chasacter theix'oDly scope, 
Theic object, and -their subject, and thw hopey 
They felt what it became ihask muck to fed. 
And, wanting him to loose the sacved seal. 
Found him as prompt, 'as their desire* was true> 
To spread the new-bom glories ii> their view. 
Well'-'what are ag«s and the lapse of time 
^latched against truths, as. lasting assubUm^.^ 
Can length of years on God himself exact. 
Or make that fiction which was once a fact? 
No — ^marble and recording brass decay. 
And like the graver*s memory pas& away^ 
The works of man inherit, ^ is just. 
Their author^s frailty, and return to d^i^ti 
But truth divine for evei^ standsi seGui:e> 
Its head is guarded as its base is sqrej 
Fixed iA the rolling flood of eqdlesst yea^ 
T^he pillar of the etcin^ p>lan appesr^i 
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The raving storm and dashing wave defies, 
Jiuilt by that architect, who built the skies, 
^learts may be found, that harbour at this hour 
That love of Christ, and all its quickening powers 
And lips unstained by folly or by slriftr, 
♦Vhose wisdom, drawn from the deep well of lifr, 
Tastes of its healthful origin, and flows 
^ Jordan for the ablation of our woes, 
^h days of heaven, and nights of equal praise^ 
^^rene and peaceful as those heavenly days, 
^hen. souls drawn upwards, in oommunion sweet* 
^-^jcy the stillness of some close retreat, 
^iscourse^ as if released and safe at home, 
Of dangers past and wonders yet to come, 
And spread the sacred. treasurer o£ the breast 
Upon the lap of covenanted rest. 

What, always dreaming^ over heavenly things; 
Like angel heads in stone with pigeon-wings I 
Canting and whining.out all day the word. 
And half the night?, fanatic and'absurd! 
Mine be the fHend less ficquent in his prayers. 
Who makes.no bustle with his soul's affairs, 
WhosGtwit can brighten up a wintry day. 
And chase- the splenetic dull hours away; 
Content on earth in earthly thinga to shine. 
Who waits for heaven ere he becomes, divine. 
Leaves saints to enjoy those ahitutles they teach. 
And plucks the fruit placed more within his leiuch. 

Well spoken. Advocate of sin and shame, 
Known by tby bleating,. Ignorance thy usmij^ 
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Is sparkling Vfit the world*8 exclusive right, 
The fi&t fee-6imple of the vain and light? 
Can hopes of heaven^ bright prospects of an boor, 
That come to waft us out of sorrow's power, 
Obscure or quench a faculty, that finds 
Jti happiest soil in the serenest minds? 
Religion curbs indeed its wanton play. 
And brings the trifier under rigorous sway. 
But gives it usefulness unknown before. 
And, purifying, makes it shine the more. 
A Christian s wit is inofftosive light, . 

A beam that aids, but never grieves the sight; 
Vigorous in age as in the flush of youtli, 
*Tis always active on the side of truth; 
Temperance and peace insure its healthful stat^ 
And make it. brightest at its latest date* 
Oh I have seen (nor hope perhaps in vain. 
Ere life go down, to see. such sights again) 
A veteran warrior in the Christian held. 
Who never saw the sword he could not \ideld; 
Grave without dullness, learned without pride, 
Exacts yet not precise, though meek, keen-^^: 
A man that would have foiled at their own play 
A dozen would-be*s of the modem day; 
Who, when occasion justified its use^ ' 
Had wit as bright as ready to produce. 
Could fetch from records of an earlier age. 
Or from philosophy's enlightened page. 
His rich materials, and regale your ear 
Withstrains.it was a privilege to heart 
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Yet above all, bis luxury supreme^ 

And bis cbief glory^ was the gospel theme; 

There he was copious as old Greece or Romej 

His hiappy eloquence seemed there at home« . 

Ambitious not to shine or to excel. 

But to treat justly what he' loved so well. 

It moves me more perhaps than folly ought. 
When some green heads, as void of wit as thought^ 
Suppose /AeTTi^e/v&f monopoHsts of sense; 
And wiser men*s ability pretence. 
Tbobgb time will wear us, and we must grow old. 
Such men are not forgot as soon, as cold, 
Their fragrant memory will out-last their tomb, 
Embalmed for ever in its own perfume: 
And to say truth, though in its early prime. 
And when unstained with any grosser crim^; 
Youth has a sprightliness and fire to boast. 
That in the valky of decline are lost. 
And virtue with peculiar charms appears. 
Crowned with the garland of life's blooming years; 
Yet age, by long experience well-informed. 
Well read, well tempered, with religion warmed. 
That fire abated, which impels rash youth. 
Proud of his speed to overshoot the truth. 
As time improved the grape*s authentic juice, 
Mellows and makes the speech more fit for use. 
And claims a reverence in its shortening. day. 
That 'tis an honour and a joy to pay« 
The fruits pf age, less fair, are yet more sound. 
Than. those a brighter season ponrsardond; 



And, like the stores aiitnmna] suns mature. 
Through wintry rigours unimpaired endure. 
What is fauatio phrenzys scorned :60- inucb, 
And dreaded move than a contagions touch? 
I grant it dangerous> and approve your fear, 
That fire is catching if 3«u draw too nearj 
But sage observers oft mistake the flamc^. 
And give trui6 piety, that odious name. 
To tremble (at the oreature of an hou^ 
Ought at the view of an almighty power) 
l^bfore his preaenoe, at whose awful. throne, , 
All tremble in: all worlds^ except our qwq> 
To snpplicate his.men:y^ love his- ways* 
Aud prize them above pleasure,. wealthy. orplaisc 
Though) conunon.seoseL allowed. a casting' voicfl^ 
Atid free from bias> must: a^Tprove the choiosr, 
Convicta a man' fanatic in • the extreme. 
And wild as madness in the world's esteem. 
But that disease, when soberly defined, 
lb the fklse 'fire of an overheated mind; 
It view» the truth with % distorted* ©jfc. 
And either warps of laysit useless^ by; 
*Tis narrow, selfish, arrogant^ and draws- 
Its sordid' nourishment from man*s qpplause^ 
And while at heart sinunrdinquished lies. 
Presumes itself ehieffavqurite of the skies; 
'Tis sudh a light as putrefaction breeds 
In fly-blown fl^H, whereon the maggot fi^e^s 
Shines in tile dark, but ushered into day 
The ste^eh roromsj th(>-lustre dies away^. 



Trae bliss^'if man may relich it, IscQpoiiosdi 
Of hearts in unioa mutually disclosed ^ 
And, farewell .^Iseull hope of pure delighjt> 
Those hearts ihoold hertdaimed, rene wed^ujiright . 
Badiiien>.pre£inh3g friendkhipls rhallowcil namfe^ 
Form« in»it9 s^ead^ a covsenemt of ihome^ 
A dark confederacy against the.laws ( 

Of virtue, and religion's glorious cause ; 
They build each other up (with dreadful ^kill, ' 
As bastions seti point blank against God's will ^ ' 
^Enlarge and' fartify the dread redoubt. 
Deeply resolved -to shut a Saviour out 5 
Call legions up- from hell to back the diced) 
And^ curst with conquest, finally succeed. 
But souls, that carry on -a blest exchange 
Of joys, they meet with in their heavenly range. 
And with a fearless confidence make kitown 
The sorrows, sympathy esteems its own. 
Daily derive increasing light and force 
From such communion in their pleasant course. 
Feel less the journey's roughn.^ss and its length. 
Meet their opposers with united strength. 
And, one* in heart, in' interest, and design. 
Gird -up each other to the race' divine. 

But conversation, choose what theme we may, 
And chiefly when religion leads the way. 
Should flow, like waters after summer showers. 
Not as if raised by mere mechanic powers. ' 
The Christian, in who^e soul, thoiigh now distressed, 
lives the dear thought of joys he once postessed. 
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When all his glowing langnage issaed forth 
With God's deep stamp upon iu current, wortk, 
Will speak without disguise^ and must imparti 
Sad as it is^ his undissembiing hearty 
Abhors con strain t, and dares not feign a zesl^ 
Or seem to boast a £re, he does not feel. 
The song of Sion is a tasteless thing. 
Unless, when rising on a joyful wing> 
The soul can mix with the celestial bands. 
And give the strain the compass it demands. . 
Strange tidings these to tell a world, who treat 
All but their own experience as deceit! 
Will they believe, though credulous enough 
To swallow much upon much weaker proofi 
That there are blest inhabitants.of earth> 
Partakers of a new ethereal birth. 
Their hopes, desires, and purposes estranged 
From things terrestrial, and divinely changed, 
Their very language of a kind, that speaks 
The soul's sure interest in the good she seeks. 
Who deal with scripture, its importance felt, 
As TuUy with philosophy once dealt. 
And in the silent watches of the night. 
And through the «cenes of toil-renewing light, 
The social walk, or solitary ride. 
Keep still the dear companion at their side? 
No — shame upon a self- disgracing age, 
God*s work may son^e an ape upon a stage 
With such a jest, as filled with hellish glee 
Certain invisibles as shrewd as hej 
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(at veneration or respect finds none» 
ave from ihe sabiects of that work alone. 
lie world grown old her deep tii^tternment shows, 
/laps spectacU^s on her fagacious.nose, 
'erases closely the true Christiau's face^ . - 

Lnd finds it a mere mask of sly grimace^ . . - 
Xsurps God*s office^ laj's his bosom bare, 
lnd finds hypocrisy close lurking tbere^ 
i.nd serving God herself through mere constraint, 
includes his unfeigned, love of him, a feit)t. 
ind yet^ Grod knows, k)okhumaQ,natur{S! thrpugb. 
And in due time the world shall know it too) - 
rhat since the powers of Eden felt the blast, . 
rhat after man*s defection laid.all waste, 
•incerity towards the heart- searching God 
las made the new-born creature her abode, 
"Jor shall, be found Jn unregener^te souls, . 
rill the last fire burn all betwee;i the poles, 
tincerity I Why 'tis his only pride, 
Veak and imperfect in alf grace beside,- 
ie knows that God demands his heart entire, 
lnd gives him all his jnst demands require. 
Vitbout it his pretensions were as v^in, , 
is having it he deems the world's disdain^ . , ■, 
?hat great defect would cost him not alone • • • 
ian's favourable judgment, but his own> 
lis birthright shaken, and no longer clear, 
'h'an while his conduct proves his heart sincere* 
letort the charge, and let the world be told 
he boasts a confidence she does not hold ; 
3 



That, cODfciOQs xif^MT xiinm, 'sht feus inilM 
A cold misgiving, and la' killing- dread-; 
Tlistt while in health the ground of her snppor 
Is madly to forget that 'life is shoit; 
That sick she trembles knowing she must die, 
Her hope presmnptidti, and her fkifh -a lie; 
That while she dotes and dreams that she hdit 
She mocks her Maker, and hersdif deceives, 
^Her utmost reach, historical assent. 
The doctrines warpt to v^h^t they never mean 
'That truth itself is in her head as dnll. 
And useless, as a candle in a soull. 
And all her love of God a groundless claitn, 
A trick upon the canvass, painted flame. 
Tell her again, the sneer upon her face,' 
And ^11 her censures of the work of grace. 
Are insincere, meant only to conceal 
"A dread she would not, yet is forced to feel; 
That in her heart the Christian she reveres, 
And while she seems to scorn him, only fimrs. 

A poet does not work by square or line. 
As smiths and joiners perfect a design ; 
At least we moderns, our attention less, 
Beyond the example of onr sires digress. 
And claim a right to scamper and run wide. 
Wherever chance, caprice, or fancy guide. 
The world and I fortuitously met; 
I owed a trifle, and have paid the debt; 
She did me wrong, I recompensed the deed. 
And, having struck the htAattce, now ptoceed. 
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^bsps lioweTer as softie years have passed^ 

Since she and I conversed together last. 

And I have* lived recluse in rural shades, 

Which seldom a distinct report pervades. 

Great cbanges and neW/ manners have occnrrod^ 

And bics^ reforms that I have never heard. 

And sho^majF now be as discreet and wise. 

As once absui^ in all discemiiig eyes. 

Sobriety perhaps may now be found, 

Where once intoxieatien pressed the ground ; 

The subtle and injurious may be just. 

And hegrcrvrn chaste that was the slave of last; 

Arts once esteemed may be with shame dismissed i 

Charity may ftAtoi the miser^s fist; 

The gamester may have cast his cards away. 

Forgot to curse, and only kneel to pray. 

Is has indeed been Ixdd me (with what weighty 

How credibly, 'tis hard for me to state) 

That fablea oW, that seemed for ever muj(^> '^ 

Bevived are hastening into fresh repute. 

And gods and goddesses discarded long 

Ukc useless lumber or a strollers song, 

Are bringing into vogue their heathen train^ 

And Jupiter bids fair to rule again -, 

That certain feasts are instituted now, 

Where Venus hears the lover's tender vow; 

That all Olympus through the country rovesj 

To consecrate our few remaining groves^ 

Aud ^ho learns politely io repeat 

The praise of names for ages obs<4ete| 
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l*hat havlug proved the weakness, it should leeiDi 
Of reyeiation*s ineffectual beam. 
To bring the passions under sober swaj. 
And give the moral springs their proper pUji^ 
They mean to try what piay at last be done. 
By stout substantial gods of wood and stone. 
And whether Roman rites may net produce 
The virtues of old Rome for English use. 
May such success attend the pious plan. 
May Mercury once more embellish man, 
Grace him again with long forgotten arts. 
Reclaim his taste, and brighten up his parts. 
Make him athletic as in days of old. 
Learned at the bar, in the palaestra bold. 
Divest the rougher sex of female airs. 
And teach the softer not to copy their's : 
The change shall please, nor shall it matter aught 
Who works the wonder, if it be but wrought. 
'Tis time, however, if the case stands thus. 
For us plain folks, and all who side with us. 
To build our altar, confident and bold. 
And say as stem Elijah said of old, 
The strife now stands upon a fair award. 
If Israel's Lord be God, then serve the Lordk 
If he be silent^ faith is all a wliim. 
Then Baal is the God, and worship him. 
Digression is so much in modem use. 
Thought is so rare, and fancy so profuse. 
Some never seem so wide of their intent. 
As when returning to the theme they meant) 
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\s mendicant8> whose business Is to roam, 
^wiake every parish bat their own their home. 
Fhough such continual zigzags in a book, 
Such drunken reelings hare an awkward k)ok. 
And I had rather creep to what is tn^. 
Than rove and stagger with no mark in viewj 
Yet to consult a little, seemed no crimen 
The freakish humoar of the present time: 
Bat now to gather up what seems dispersed 
And tovteh the subject I designed at first, 
Ma7;^prove, though much beside the rules of art> 
Best for the public, and mj wisest part. 
Aqd first, let no man charge me that 1 mean : 
To clothe in sable every social scene, 
And give good company a face severe. 
As if they met around' a fatiier*s bter^ 
For tell some men, that pleasure all their bent. 
And laughter all their work, is life inispent. 
Their wisdom bursts^ into this sage reply, 
Th]sn mirth is sin, aud we should always cry. 
To find the medium asks some share of wit. 
And therefore 'tis a mark fools never hit. 
But though life's valley be a vale of tears, 
A brighter scene beyond Ihnt vale appears. 
Whose glory with a light, tliat never fades, ^ 
Shoots betvi'cen scattered rocks and opening 5:bades, 
And, w hiJe it shows the land the soul desires, 
The language of the land she seeks inspires. 
Thus touched the tongue receives a sacred cure 
Of all that was absurd, profane, impure^ 
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Held witbiir modeait bamide i\m <ide ^ijpM^ 
Pursues the cxmne^ tbaC tmfih and nttnrc U9$h m 
No longer likoftn merdjr ia prodiiVNi 
The ppinp (if socwd, or tinUe vittetti tsa; 
Where'er it winds,' fbd aaltiCajry atroaiD, 
{[prigliitiy and fresh, enridias every Ihone, 
While all tl^ happy man possessed hebm. 
The gift of nature, or the classic Hore, 
Is made subservienl |x) the grand dedf^j 
For which heaven famed the filcUlty diTiiia* 
So should an idiot, while at largo hp sixaya. 
Find the sweet lyre, on which an artist plays» 
With rash andawkwsrd force the choids he sfaaks^ 
And grins with wonder at the jar ha makes; 
But let the wise and well instniGtad hand 
Once takes the shell beneath his just commam^ 
In gepde sounds it seems as it complained 
Of the rude injuries it late sustained, 
Till tinned at length to some imn)ortaI song» 
It sounds Jeho^'ah's name, and pours his prabealong^ 



RETIREMENT. 



'StiK^iis fltJ^vns ignobilis eti. 



Hackneybo in business, wearied at that oar. 
Which thousands^; once fast chained to^uitnomore 



But whidh> w^b Mfb at ebb rttdf^Tfcak^nd lo^^ 
All wisb> <^r seem te Wi»b# tkey coulid forego; 
Tiie statesman^ Uvvyejr, noerchaDt, mandf trad^. 
Pants for the rdfUgefof^sotas rutail.sbade^ 
Where, all hU kmi anxieties forgot 
Amid the charms o€ ^ s^qilettered spot> 
Or recollected only to gild o'er, 
And add a ^mile to what was sweet befbrey^ 
He may possess the joys he thinks he sees,- 
tay his old age np<)n the htp of ease^ 
, ImprcKre the renonant of his watted sptu, 
Ahdg having lived a triflcr> die; a mao. 
Thus conddencx; pleads her cadse within the breast. 
Though long rebelled against, sot yet soppiesstd. 
And cal'ls a c^eatune formed for God aione^ 
For. hatviPnV high pitrposesii and not htsowitj 
Calls hiiji aWay /roi!ii^ selfish etids and ahntf, 
Frohi Whi^ debfittiites and wbdt MAsmt^i 
From cities barnming with a i'esftess ^fowd^ 
Sordid as actlvef, ignotanf as Ibiid, 
Whose hfghe^ pfahe is that they live in i^fft, 
The dupes 6f pl^asutc, ot tht! slaves 6f gam. 
Where works df ihan ate cltifttcfed close jlrouAd^ 
And works of Gai itt haf dly to be fotmdi '• 

To regions wh6re, \ti sphe of sin and -v^tte. 
Traces of Eden arri stilF secci below, 
Where raoutttarn, rlver^ forest, iicld> and grove, 
Remfnd him of his Maker s power and love, 
*Tis well if, lodked for at so late a day. 
In the last scene of such a senseless play^ 

la 
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Trae wisdom will Attend bis feeble call. 
And grace bis action ere tbe curtain fall* 
Sou^s^ tbat ba ve long despised cbeir lieavenlj birtb, 
Tbeir wisbes all impregnated with earth. 
For threescore years employed with ceaseless care 
In catching smoke and feeding upon air^ 
Conversant only with the ways of men, 
llarely redeem the short remaining ton. 
Inveterate habits choke tbe unfhiitful heart, . 
Their fibres penetrate its tenderest part. 
And, draining its nntritious powers to feed 
Their noxious growth, starve every better seed. 

Happy, if foil of days — but bappier for. 
If, ere we yet discern life's evening staf. 
Sick of the service of a world, tbat feeds 
Its patient drudges with dry chaff and weedSi 
We can escape from custom's idiot sway, 
To serve the Sovereign we were born to obey. 
Then sweet to muse upon his skill displayed 
(Infinite skill) in all that he has made! 
To trace in nature's most minute design 
The signature and stamp of power divine, " 

Con tri^^ance intricate, expressed with ease. 
Where unassisted sight no beauty sees, 
The shapely limb and lubricated joint. 
Within the small dimensions of a point, 
Muscle and nerve miraculously spun. 
His mighty work, who speak* and it is don©>. 
The invisible in things scarce seen revealed, 
To whom an atom is an ample field) 
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7o wonder at a thousand insect forms^ 
These hatched, and those resuscitated worms, 
^ew life ordained and brighter scenes to share. 
Once prone on earth, now buoyant upon air, 
"Whose shape would raake them, had they bulk and 
^ore hideous foes than fancy can devise; [size> 
"With helmet heads and dragon scales adorneid. 
The mighty myriads, now securely scorned, 
Would mock the majesty of man's high birth, 
despise his bulwarks, and unpeople earth : 
Then*with a glance of fancy to survey, 
Par as the faculty can stretch away, 
Ten thousand rivers poured at his command 
Prom urns, t&at never fail, through every land; 
These like a deluge with impetuous force. 
Those winding' modestly a silent course; 
The cloud surmounting alps, the fruitful vales; 
Seas, on which every nation spreads her sails; 
The sun, a world whence other worlds drink light, 
The crescent moon, the diadem of night; 
Slars countless, each in his appointed place. 
Past-anchored in the deep abyss of space — 
At such a sight to catch the poet*s flame. 
And with- a rapture like his own exclaim, 
These are thy glorious works, thou source of good. 
How dimly seen, how faintly understood ! 
Thine, and upheld by thy paternal care. 
This universal frame, thus wondrous fair; 
Thy power divine, and bounty beyond thought. 
Adored and praised in all that thou hast wrought. 

I 4 
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Absorbed in that immensity I 
I shrink abased, and yet aspire to tbec^ 
Instruct me^ guide me to that iieavcnly day 
Thy words, more clearly than thy wark«> dtsplR)Fi 
That, while thy truths my grosser llioiights rcfioCf 
I may resemble thee and call tb^ mi»o. 

Oh blest proficiency ! surpaifiiog all 
That men erroneously their glory call. 
The recompense that arts or arms can yield. 
The bar, the senate, or the tent«d field. 
Compared with this sublimest life belcv^ 
Ye kings and rulers, what have courts to show? 
Thus studied, used and consecrated thus. 
On earth what is, seems formed indeed for tti; 
Not as the plaything of a froward diild, 
Pretful unless diverted aud beguiled. 
Much less to feed and fan the fatal firci 
Of pride, ambition, or impure desires. 
But as a scale, by which the soul ascends 
From mighty means to more important end% 
Securely, though by steps but rarely trod. 
Mounts from inferior beings up to God, 
And sees by no fallacious light or dim. 
Earth made for man, and gaan himstlf fbr him* 

Not that I mean to approve, or would 9Sii9tc^ 
A superstitious and monastic course: 
Truth is not local, God alike pervades 
And fills the world of rr<tAc and the shades^ 
And may be feared amidst the busiefit scenes. 
Or scorned whcce business never interveuofli^ 
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: *tii hot eatf wHh iet mind Yikt oat^i, 
nddos of weaknow it> its noblest powersy 
i in a world \rhert, othex ilk apairt^ 
i rovinf. tyt misleads Ibe caseiess hearty > 
limH thfovgbt^ by luitare prone to sttsaf 
erever ineakis& ftncy points tko wagri 
l^ the pleidteifi olsdi-ldve bo siitf, 
ign 0U9 ovm afld feok our Mafter^tf irM ; 
spresd ibe page of scrtpcove^ and cottip tfr O 
coiubct whli tbo l3i» etfgr»0(tti fhori) 
RMKOve aH that fauses: in live broa^ 
bfiMy, febty, b^ that sacrod tesf 9^ 
4iire rnto ttie s«mt deeps- wiidiiny* 
spare m> passion and no ^o«rite ik>> 
I search the ^Msiei^ iaaportant above aH^ 
selves and oar nsboverfr fmm put fail. 
leisure^ fileoccr> and a miadrakaaied Ictcmedj 
n anxioTM tb«;ig^ how wvtflth^ maf be io^ 
7 tb 88core> irt 9C«ie propitfooa bour^ 
point of iace«est 01 the post of power, 
)ul sereoo^ and eqsally tttated 
n objects too much ^^teadeS or dedtnfd^ 
from t&e clamoti^s of penvrso d&0p«M> 
east ate ifriendly to the gyea« porsuitf. 
pening the map of GodV €kwm^ j^lh 
£nd a RKile Mile^ this Sfe o^ifittti}^^ 
tAtfs onitiaowB ejtfMie^ appe»h- 
ling around and IkmiifSg his yeaft. ' 
busy race ennme^ antif expfore 
i creek and daiter& of tbe dangefote 9b4P$, 
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Wilh care collect what in their eyes excells. 
Some shining pebbles; and some weeds and sbdt^ 
Tbas laden> dream that they are rich and greats 
And happiest be that groans beneath hb weight * 
The waves overtake them in tbeir serious play^ 
And every honr sweeps multitudes away; 
They shriek and sink, survivors start and we^* 
Pursue their sporty' dnd follow to the deep. 
A few forsake the throng ; with liAed eyes 
Ask wealth of heaven^ and gain a real prize. 
Truths wisdom^ grace, and peace like that aboTO^ 
Sealed with his signet, whom they serve and k^^ 
Scorned by the re&t, with patient hope they wait 
A kind release, from their imperfect state^ 
And unregretted are soon snatched away 
From scenes of sorrow into glorious day. 

Nor these alone prefer a life recluse. 
Who seek retirement for its proper use ; 
The love of change, that lives in every breast, 
Grenius, and temper, and desire of rest, 
Discordant motives in one centre meet. 
And each inclines its votary to retreat. 
Some minds by nature are averse to noise. 
And hate the tumult half the world enjoys,' 
The lure of avarice, or the pompous prize. 
That courts display before ambitious eyes ^ 
The fruits, that hang on pleasure's flowery 'stcnor 
Whatever enchants them, are no snares to theco* 
To them the deep recess of dusky groves. 
Or forest, >vhcre the deer securely rovjes^ 
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The fall of waters, and the song of birds. 
And hilk, that echo to the distant herds^ 
Are luxuries excelling all the glare 
The world can boast, and her chief favourites shares 
With eager step, and carelessly arrayed. 
For such a cause the poet seeks the shade,. 
From all he sees he catches new delight. 
Pleased fancy claps her pinions at the sightj^ 
The rising or the setting orb of day. 
The clouds that flit, or slowly float awayv 
Nature in all the various shapes she wears. 
Frowning in storms, or breathing gentle airs» 
The snowy robe her wintry state assumes. 
Her summer heats, her fruits, and her perfumesy, 
All, all alike transport the glowing bard. 
Success in rhyme his glory and reward. 
Oh nature ! whose Elysian scenes disclose 
His bright perfections, at whose word they rose^ 
Next to that power, who formed thee and sustains^ 
Be thou the great inspirer of my strains^ 
Still, as I touch the lyre, do thou expand . 
Thy genuine charms, and guide an artless hand,. 
That I may catch a Are but rarely known. 
Give useful light though I should nuss renown^ 
And, poring on thy page, whose every line 
Bears proof of an intelligence divine> 
May feel an heart enriched by what it pays. 
That builds its glory on its Maker's praise. 
Woe to the maw, whose wit disclaims its uscj; - 
Glittering in ?aiil, or only to seduce^ 

Id 



Who studies nature witl^ a trmt^* tf%, 
Admires tliewOTk, bdt •Iip» the \m9o» b/f 
His hours of leitiure and fecess ODploy* 
In drawing pictures of forbiddeo jcys^ 
Betires to Uazon hh oWs wortitlef* iiaiii0» 
Or shoot (be careleftf with a swtr aia»k 

The lover too abnoa busiheas tttA tAmMf 
Tender idolater of ab&ont ckanna. 
Saints offer nothing in their wartn^9t ^pnfMi 
That he devotet not with a zeal like (heir*8|. 
Tis conaecraftion of bb beart, toul^ titHe, 
And every thought that wanders^ is a erhaa« 
In sighs he wvnraliips bii anpremfly fmr^ 
Aad weepa a sad libation in despear^ 
Adores a crcaliire» and^ davoict tn timp 
Wins in return att amvei of disdain. 
As woodbina weds the phmt witblii her readfj 
Hough elmj cnrsmooth^j^rainedash^ or glomybdedi 
In spiral rings ascerids (he trcinki and krfi 
Her golden CaMels on the leaf/ spnif a^ 
But does a mischief while she lends ft gfstee, 
'Strsifening its growth by snob a strict cnatartei 
So love, that dings around the noblest mkids^ 
Forbids the adt ancement of the soul he bindi; 
The suitor's air indeed he soon improtet^ 
And forms it to the taste of he* he km;S, 
Teaches bis eyes a language, and no less 
Refines his ^ech and fashions bis addnssB^ 
But farewell promises of happer fpuits. 
Manly designs, and karningls grave f»unaks; 



Girt with a chftin ht cannot wish. iOibnek, 
His ofalf bliss is sorrow for hor sakfli^' 
Who will nMiy pant fof gio^X ^^ caacetp 
Her smile, bis tlnsy ail biglrar mn»hirewt^\ 
Thyrsis, Alexia or wttasbsrer Bsttie 
May least ofibnd agasasl S9- pure A flJttnSf 
Tliobgli s«ge sldvk» o^ftkiMbi tho fiioit naiootW 
Sounds har&hlf in §f> deKos^ an eir. 
And lovers of all cfft a ^twcs, Uubm w wil<t 
Can least brook OMHH^femeiit^ iKywcyeriilildy 
Yet let m pcwt (poetry dhftrns 
The firrcest vrmtMh with magic cbursBs) 
Hisque an intarosiod^ on thy poDsivcr iteod^ 
And woo add win thee to tby pvoper good* 
Pastoral imagct and still retr«Ms 
Umbrageoi9S Walks and toiitnff Mfll0^ 
Sweet Urd^ in eoneert with hafmonioQ^ sfr«aiM> 
Soft alri, noeturfial v\g^ and day dMain$> 
Are M endathtmena in & ctae like thfne^ 
Conspire iigalntt thy peactf with ofK de^i^. 
Sooth "thee tonftske th«c but a sorer prey. 
And feed the ^rt, thai Wastes thy powers away. 
Up— God has formed thee with a wwef yior. 
Not to be led in chains, but to snbdue. 
Calls thee to cope with enemies, atid fiF.4t 
Points out a conlHct with tby^df, the wortt. 
Woman indeed, a gift ho wottW bestow 
When he designed a paradise below. 
The richest earthly boon his hands afford, 
Deserres to be hdmti, but not adored. 
3 
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Post away swiftly to more active -icenes, 
Collect the scattered truths that study gleans^. 
Mix with the world, but with its wiser part, 
No longer give an image all thine heart; 
Its empire is hot ber*8, nor is^itthine^ 
Tis God*s just ckira, prerogative divine. * 

Virtuous and faithful HAbkdbvI whose skit 
Attempts no task it cannot well fulfil. 
Gives melancholy up to nature's care, 
And sends the patient into purer air. 
Look where be comes — in this embowered aloofC 
Stand close concealed, and see a statue move: - 
Lips busy, and eyes fixt, foot falling slow. 
Arms hanging idiy down, hands clasped beloiv^ 
Interpret to the marking eye distress. 
Such as its symptoms can alo^ne express. 
That tongue is silent now; that silent tongue 
Could argue once, could jest or join the song. 
Could give advice; could censure or conunend, 
Or charm the sorrows of a drooping friend, 
Benounc^ alike its office and its sport. 
Its brisker and its graver strains fall short; 
Both fail beneath a fever's secret sway. 
And like a summer-brook are past away. 
This is a sight for pity to peruse. 
Till she resemble faintly what she v\ew6. 
Till sympathy contract a kindred pain. 
Pierced \yith the woes that she laments in vain. 
This, of all maladies that 'man infest. 
Claims most compassion, and receives the least t 
6 
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Job felt It, when he groaned beneath the rod 
And the barbed arfov^s of a frowning God j 
And such -emollients as^his friends could spare^ 
Priends soch as his £ox modern Jobs prepare. 
BJest> ratbet curst^ with hearts that never feel. 
Kept snug m. caskets of dose hammered steel. 
With mouths made only to grjn wide and eat^ 
And minds, that deem derided pain a treat. 
With limbs of British oak, and nerves of wire/ 
And wit, that puppet-prompters might inspire^ 
Their sovereign nostrum is a clumsy joke 
On pangs enforced with God*s severest stroke.. 
But with a soul, that ever felt the sting 
Of sorrow, sorrow is a sacred thing : 
Not to molest, or irritate, or raise 
A laugh at his expence, is slender praise; 
He, that has not usurped the name of man. 
Does all, aUid deems too little all, he can. 
To assuage the throbbings of the festered part,. 
And stanch thft bleedings of a broken heart.. 
*Tis not, as heads that never ache suppose. 
Forgery of fancy, and a dream of woesj 
Man is an harp whose chords elude the sight,. 
Each yielding harmony disposed aright j 
The screws reversed (a task which if tie please 
. God in a moment executes with ease). 
Ten thousand thousand strings at once go loose^ 
Lost, till he tune them, all their power and use 
Then neither heathy wilds, nor scenes as fait 
As ever recompenaed the peasant's care;,. 
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Nor soft declivities \^kli nfted fcilh; 

Nor view of waters taming bdkjr Ebilh^ * 

Parks in wiiicb art preceptress nature weds^ 

Nor gwdeot iBterspcrsed witk Aowery bedsy 

Nor gakd, tbflt catch the scent ef btoening grof cSi 

And waft It to the mourner a» he rovM, 

Can c«}l up life into his faded eye, 

ThsLt passes aH he sees unhee^dled by: 

No wounds Kke those a wounded spirit feeltf. 

No cure for such> titt Ood who makes them^ heah. 

And thou, snd sufferer utider tlamefeas iff, 

That yields not to the.toodi of huM^n sk^l. 

Improve the kind occsreion, understancf 

A Father*s frown^ and kiss his chast^ing hanf: 

To thee the day-spring, and the blaze of noon. 

The purple evening and resplcftdent moon. 

The stars, that sprinkled over the vault of nighf, 

Seem drops descending in a shower of fight. 

Shine not, or undesh'ed and hated shJile, ' 

Seen through the medium of a clovff like thifte: 

Yet seek him, in his favour life is fottnd. 

All bliss beside a shadow or a sound : 

Then heaven, eclipsed so long, and this dull earthv 

Shall seem to start into a second birth ! 

Nature, assuming a more lovdy face. 

Borrowing a beauty from the works of gt'ace. 

Shall be despised and overlooked no more, ' 

Shall fill thee with delights ufifclt before,^ 

Impart to things inanimate a voice. 

And bid her mountains and her hills rejoice 5 
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*Xbe seuodiboll run along the windiilg lral6f>. 
And thou eaj^ an Sdea ere it fails/ 

Ye ^ovea (the tftatesfnan at his desk exclalms> 
Sick of a thousand disappointed aims,) 
My pfltriBiontal treasure and my pride^ 
^Beneath your shades your gray possessor hide> 
Receive me languishing for that repost^ 
The servant of the public never know*. 
Ye aaw* me once^ah those regretted daya» 
Vfhao boyish innocence waa all my praise^) 
Houi: after hour d<dightfully allot i 

To studiesr then familiar^ since forgot^ 
And cultivate a taste for ancient song. 
Catching its ardour a» I mused along $ « 

Nor seldom^ as propitious heaven might seoK^ 
What once I valued and could boast, a.fHcncU 
Weie witn8s«es boW Q<^rdiil)y I ptest^d 
His undissenabling virtue to tny breast^ 
£e43oive me now, not uncofrupt as then^ 
Nor guiltlefia of corrupting other men, 
But versed in artS) that^ while they seem to stajr 
A falling empire, hasten its decay. 
To thfi fair haven of my native honfie. 
The wreck of what I was fatigued I come; 
For once I can approve tl^e patrtot*s voicej 
And make tlie cour«se he recommends my choice.; 
We meet at last in onesincete desire. 
His wish and mine' both prompt me to retire. 
'Tis done— be steps into the welcome Chaise, 
Lolls at bis ease behind four handsottie b^s. 
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That whirl away from business and debate 
The disincumbered Atlas of the state. 
Ask not the boy, who when the breeze of tudm 
First shakes the glittering drops ,from every Ahomi 
Uufokls his flock, then nnder bank or bush 
Sits linking cherry stones, or platting rush. 
How fair is freedom ?-^ he was always free: 
To carve his rastic name upon a tree, 
To snare the mole, or with ill- fashioned book 
To draw the incautious minnow from the bnuk. 
Are life*s prime pleasures in his simple view, 
His flock the chief concern he ever knew^ 
She shines but little in his heedless eyes^ ' 
The good we never miss we rarely prize: 
But ask the noble drudge in state affairs, 
Escaped from office and its constant cares, 
What charms he sees in freedom's smile express's, 
In freedom lost so long, now repossessed j - 
The tongue,whose strains were cogent as coromantb 
Eevered at home, and felt" in foreign lands. 
Shall own itself a stammerer in that cause. 
Or plead its silence as its best applause. 
He knows indeed that whether dressed or rude, 
Wild without art, or artfully subdued, 
Nature in every form inspires delight. 
But never marked her with so just a sights 
Her hedge-row shrubs, a variegated store. 
With woodbine and wild roses mantled o'er, 
GrcLH balks and furrowed lands, the stream, thi 

spreads 
Its cooling vapour over the dewy mcads,^ 



X>owns^ that almost escape the.eDqoicing eye. 
That melt aad fadeioto the distaut sky. 
Beauties he lately slighted as he passed> 
Seem all created since he travelled last. 
Master of all the enjoyments he desigDed> 
No rough annoyance rankling in his mind^ 
What early philosophic hours be keeps. 
How regular his meals> how sound he sleeps \ 
Not sounder he, that on the mainmast head. 
While morning kindles with a windy red. 
Begins a long look out for distant land. 
Nor quits till evening watch his giddy stand. 
Then swift descending with a searoan*s haste> 
Slips to his hammoc, and forgets tlie blast. 
He chooses company, but not the squire*s. 
Whose wit is rudness, whose good breeding tires j 
Nor yet the parson's, who would gladly come, ' 
Obsequious when abroad, though proud at home; 
Nor can he much affect the neighbouring peer. 
Whose toe of emulation treads too near j 
But wisely seeks a morb convenient friend. 
With whom dismissing forms he may unbend I . 
A man, whom marks of condescending grace 
Teach, while they flatter him, his proper place; 
Who comes when called, and at a word withdraws. 
Speaks with reserve, and listens with applause 3 
Some plain mechanic, who, without pretence 
To birth or witj nor gives nor takes offence j 
Oi^ whom he rests wclNpleased his weary powers. 
And talki and laughs av/ay his vacant hours. 
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The fide of Wei nHft always in it<t (^fixnt. 
May run in cities with a brisker force. 
But no where With a current sO sereney 
Or half so dear> as in the rural scene* 
Yet how £i)laok)cis is all earthly blis^^ 
What obvious truths the wisest heeds mijr misft^ 
Some pleasures live a month, dnd some t yeftf, 
But short the date of all wo gather htrt^ 
No happiness is £e\t, except the true> 
That does not chattn thee wore for being netr^ 
This observaf io», as it chanced, noC mdde, 
Or if the thought occurred^ not duly weighed, 
He sdghs— for after all by ftlow degrees 
The spot he loved has lost the pdwer to pkaie> 
To cross his aiobling pony day by dayi 
Stems at the best but dreaming life aw^^ 
The prospect) such as might ertcirant dtspt^r. 
He vieWA it not, or sees no beauty ther6f 
With achihg heart, and discontented loots> 
Beturns at noon to billiards or to book«> 
But feels, while grasping at his^ feded joy#, 
A secret thirst of his renounced employs. 
He chides the tardiness of every post. 
Pants to be told of battles won or lost, ' 

Blames his own indolence, observes, though lat< 
Tis criminal to leave a sinking state. 
Flies to the levee, and received with grace 
Kneels, kisses hands, and shines again in place. 

Suburban villas, highway-side retreats, 
That dread ih* encroachment of our growing street 



ight boxes peaUj wiMi an4 m^ Vkm 

is such an ^«y waikj so smooth apd striiiglitf 
ie second milestone fronts the gardiuvg^l 
step if fair, apd if a ^how&: ^ppjro^, 

00 find safe ^h^ter- iq the next 9tage*.ppa(:i|<* 
^re, prisoned m a pdrlpor snng aod sp^l^ 
ke bottled w^sps ppop a $Qutl>er9 ws^x 

it man of bu^lnes^ ^d hi|i fnimtM gopspre«sft^ 
»get their labpurs, ftod y(5t fip4 DP rest) 
It slill *tis xtural«->trees are to b^ »(s^n 
x>nEi every wipdow> aad the iields ar^ green} 
ucks paddle in t}ie ppnd before the door, 
nd wfa^t coul4 ^ ren^ter s^epe show n^t ? 
sense of elegance we rarely hud 
he portion of a tat^ or vulgar miod, 
nd ignorance of letter things pa^kes man, 
^ho canppt xp\ichf rcjoipe in wh^t he can i 
d4 bip, that deeniif hfs leisure well bes(pwe4 

1 contemplation of a turnpike r^d> 
occupied as w^ll^ e^nploys bis hours^ 

s wiselyj and 98 muct^ ipproyes hM power9« 
s he, that sluqibers in p^viliops graced « 
rith all the charms of an. accomplished ta$te» 
et hence, alas! in^lvepcies; an4 ^^P9^ 
he unpitip4 vic^iift Qi ilj-judgcd ^ppBce# 
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From all his wearisome engagements. fi^eed^ 
Shakes hands with business^ and retires indeed. 
Your prudent grand- mammas, ye modem bdlciy 
Content with Bristol, Bath,,and Tunbridge-wdK 
When health required it would consent to roam, 
Else more attached to pleasures fbond at home.' 
But now alike, gay widow, virgin, wife^ 
Ingenious to diversify dull life. 
In coaches, chaises, caravans, and boys. 
Fly to the coast for daily, nightly joys. 
And all, impatient of dry land, agree 
With one consent to rush into the sea.— 
Ocean exhibits, fathomless and broad. 
Much of the power and majesty of Grod. 
He swathes about the swelling of the deep. 
That shines and rests, as infants smile and sleep; 
Vast as it is, it answers as it flows 
Tlie breathitjgs of the lightest. air that blowsj 
Curling arid whitening over all the waste. 
The rising waves obey the increasing blast, 
Abrupt and horrid as the tempest roars. 
Thunder and flash upon the sted^st shores. 
Till he, that rides the whirlwind, checks therein, 
Then all the world of waters sleeps again.— 
Nereids or Dryads, as the fashion leads. 
Now in the floods, now panting in the meads, 
Votaries of pleasure still, wherever she dwells, 
Near barren rocks, in palaces, or cells, 
Oh grant a |>oet leave to recommend 
(A poet fond of nature, and your friend) - 
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Her slighted works to your admiring view ; 
Her worktf must needs excel, who fashioned yon. 
Would ye, when rambling in your morning ride. 
With some unmeaning coxcomb at your side, 
Coodeam the prattler for his idle pains. 
To waste unheard the music of his strains. 
And deaf to all the impertinence of tongue, 
That, while it courts, affronts and does you wrong, 
Mark well the finished plan without a fault, 
The seas globose and huge, the overarching vault, 
Earfh's millions daily fpd, a world employed 
fe gathering plenty yet to be enjoyed, 
Till gratitude grew vocal in the praise 
Of God, beneficent in all his ways; 
Graced with such wisdom, how would beauty shine ! 
Ye want but that to seem indeed divjne. 

Anticipated rents, and bills unpaid, 
'orce many a shining youth into the shade. 
Not to redeem his time, but his estate. 
And play the fool, but at a cheaper rate. 
There, hid in loathed obscurity, removed 
'rom pleasures left, but never more beloved, 
*^e just endures, and with a sickly spleen 
^ighs over the beauties of the charming scene. 
Nature indeed looks prettily in rhyme; 
Streams tinkle sweetly in poetic chinoe : 
The warblings of the blackbird, clear and sttong. 
Are musical enough in Thom^on*s song ; 
And Cobham's groves, and Windsor's green retreats. 
When Pope describes them, have a thousand sweets 3 



He likefr die eouatrj, but in troth most a«i|« 
Moft likes it> whea be studies it in town. 

I 

Poor JaclH*«-no matter who infer vrhen I biloie 
I pity, and most tbenfere siqii ll» tianey 
Lived in his saddle, loved the ehase, fbeocMfiay 
And always, tx» be mounted, kissed bia bone. 
The estate, bis sires bad ewiied in anoteat yesrs> 
Was qaicUy distanced^ matcbed agakist a peer% 
Jack vanished, was regrcOed and forgot; 
Til wild goodroaturo^a never^faiUBg let. 
At lengtbt when all badlong supposed bioa dasd, 
By cold submersicn, raior, r^fp, orie94» 
My lord, alighting at bis usual plaee. 
The Crown, took notice of an ostief'a &ce. 
Jack knew bis friend, but bc^ed in that disgiw 
He might escape the most observdng ey^s. 
And whistling, as if unconcerned and gay. 
Curried bis nag, and looked another way. 
Convinced at last, upon a nearer view, 
Twas he, the same, the Ycry Jack be knew. 
Overwhelmed at once with wonder, grief, and jof, 
He pressed him much to quit hi$ base employ; 
His countenance, his purse, bis heart, bis band. 
Influence and power, were all at his commands 
Peers are not always generous as wellnbred. 
But Graiiby was, meant truly what be said. 
Jack bowed, and was obligedrrr confessed 'twst 

strange. 
That so retired he should not wish a change, 
Bi)t knew no medium between guzsltng b^r. 
And his old stint— three thousand pounds a year 



TiiU3.6apKs.retire to iioiirish ho{)de^ Wpe; 
Some seeking happiness no&fbuiid bdowf 
Sooie to. comply yfith hatnoar, and- a mind- 
To social soesAs by nature disinclinod; 
Some s>yfye4;l]^ fasbiQn> some by deq> disgust f. 
Some self-iippoverisbcsd, and because they must; 
:]^r^^>:|])^ court reiirem0nt> ace awans 
Of half the-toUa ihay\ most encounter there. 

Luamtwte offices are seldom lost 
SorvBut of powera pM^ortioned to the post : 
Crive even^aiLunoe'the employment he desires. 
And he. soon finds the talents it requires^ 
AKririnosg mth an incdme at its beds 
^BurxuaiieB always oU ^ its own whedii/ 
But ia:itsraidueus^enterpFize=t6 close 
His active yeara "with indolent repose. 
He finds the labours of that state e!^cc!e4 
His utmost faculties, aevi»e itideedi 
Tif (ea8jp1zL*^csi%n*4i^<tdlMMie pte 
But not tQ-'CTaaa^lMaQjie^th^ grace'; 
AbsQiMBcftottcapattoti i^'Mb^reat; 
A*^ vidmli^t» itaoanti is • a'm^ttd '^trestedl 
*ShMift«imtf;6^ed/'e»!Uscd Ms ta^l^ at letigtli. 
In kiiHf^fii{feifii^n t^f-hfs ^fing stt^ngtbQ * 
And turned iatd^t&e^^rl^'o^ mead'^'^aab^ ' ' 
Exempt <ftom ftkire'kt^ic6*all'b!s^<iay^, ' 
There feefii ^a pl^ill^^petAMl^id ihr^iiMIt . 
B!Biigea^;liberty, a«d^stlufifr'the*'vlfiftd'? 
But wbclnMi4<jTdii;nkild'(]^h^1^erbttS)rrt^^ 
To taste a jay iil^titot tehod bestbtiftd^ 
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He proves less happy than his favoured brute, 
A life of ease a difficult pursuit. 
Thought^ to the man that never thiuks^ maj seer 
As natural as when asleep to dreaoo; 
But reveries (for human minds will acty- 
Specious in show, impossible in fact^ 
Those flimsy wehs, that break as 6oon as wrongb: 
Attain not to the dignity of- thought: - ' 

Nor yet the swai^ms, that occupy the brain, 
Wheredrcams of dress, intrigue, andpledsureitigi 
Nor such ^sji^selese. con versa tion bl-eeds, ' - * 
Or lust ^ngejiderg, and Indjolgetice feeds. 
Whence, and what are we? to whaft endardain^ 
What means the drama by the world sustained? 
Business or vain amusement, care or mirth, ■ 
Divide the frail inhabitants of earth-. * i 

Is duty a mttt sport, or an employ ? . : 
Life an intrusted talent/ or a-tojr? . • \ .: ' 1 
Is there, as reason, cppscience,-sdiptiire> 8ay>> 
Cause to provide for a great, fujure day; . 
When, earth*s assigned duration at an end, 
Man sliall be summoned and th&dead atteiid?' 
The trtimpet— will it sound? the curt9iari8e? 
And show the august tribunal ofthe.dujby;.: 
Where no .prfva^icatiop shall am]; ' i ' - ' 
Where elp^ipenccrandsirt^c^ sb^U fail, -. i- ' 
The pride of aqrogant distinctions fall, .' - . 
And conscience and our conduct judge us all? 
Pardon me, ye that give the midnight^ -oil* - 
To learned care^ or phibsophic.^il 
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Though I revere your honourable naooes^ 
Ypur useful labours and important aims. 
And bold the world Indebted to your aid. 
Enriched with the discoveries ye have made; 
Yet let me stand excused^ if I esteem 
A. mind employed on so sublime a theme, . 
Pushing her bold enquiry to the date 
And outline of the present transient state. 
And after poising her adventurous wings. 
Settling at last upon eternal things, 
Far more intelligent, and better taught 
The strenuous use of profitable thought. 
Than ye, when happiest, and enlightened most. 
And highest in renown, can justly boast. 

A mind unnerved, or indisposed to bear 
The weight of subjects worthiest of her care. 
Whatever hopes a change of scene inspires; 
Must change her nature, or in vain retires. 
An idler is a watch, that wants both hands^ 
As useless if It goes as when it stands. 
Books therefore, not the scandal of the shelves. 
In whieh lewd sensualists print out tliemselvesj 
Nor those, in which the stage gives vice a blow. 
With what success let modern manners show j 
Nor his, who for the bane of thousands bom 
Built God a church, and laughed his word to scorn. 
Skilful alike to seem devout and just. 
And stab religion with a sly side thrust; 
Nor those, of learned philologists, who chase 
A painting syllable through time and space, 

K 2 



Start it«t home^ and bant it in the dark. 
To Gaul, to Greece, and into Noah's ark; 
But such as learning without false pretence/ 
The friend oftrath, the associate <^ sound sensCj 
And such as in the zeal of good design. 
Strong judgment labouring \x^ the scripture mine. 
All such as manty and great souls produce. 
Worthy to live, and of eternal tise: 
Behold 'in these what leisure hours demand, • 
Amusement and true knowledge hand in hand. 
Luxury gives tiie mind a childish cast. 
And while she polishes, perverts the taste \ 
Habits of close attention, thinking beads^ 
Become more rare^as dissipation spread8> 
Till authors hear at length one general cry. 
Tickle and entertain us, or we die. *. 
The loud demand, from year to year the same. 
Beggars invention and makes fancy lame. 
Till farce itself, most moumfaUy jejune. 
Calls for the kind assistance of a- tune; 
Atid novels (witness every month's review) 
Belie their name, and offer nothing new. 
The mind, relaxing into needful sport. 
Should turn to writers of an abler sort. 
Whose wit well managed, and whose classic stjk; 
Give truth a lustre, and make wisdom ^niile. 
Friends (for I cannot stint, as some have done, 
Too rigid in my view, that name to onej 
'f 'ion all one, I grant it, in the geAerou^ Im^t 
\. ;i: i'and advanced a step above the rest: 
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Plowers by tliat name promiscuously we call^ 
But onc,*fhe rose, the regent of 'them all) — 
Friends^ not adopted with a school-boy*s haste> 
But chosen with a nice discerning taste, 
Well-borh, well-disciplined, who, placed apart 
From vulgar minds, have honour much at heart. 
And, though the world miay thitik,tlie ingredients 
The love of virtue, and the fear of God ! [o<l^, 
Suchfiiends prevent what else would soon suc<^eed, 
A temper rustic as tlie life we lead. 
And keep \he polish of the manners clean. 
As theirs, who bustle in the busiest scene % 
For solitude, however some may rave, 
Steming a sanctuary, proves a grave, 
A sepulchre, in which the living lie, 
>^here all good qualities grow sick and die. 
I praise the Frenchman *, his remark was fihrewd-^ 
How sweet, how passing sweet, is solitude ! 
But grant me still a friend in my retreat. 
Whom I may whisper — ^^solitude is sweet. 
Yet neither these delights, nor aught beside. 
That appetite can ask, or wealth provide^ 
Can save us always from a tedious day. 
Or shine the dulness of still life away; 
Divine communion, carefully enjoyed. 
Or sougjlrt with cner«gy, must fill the vc»d. 
Oh sacred art, to vt^bich alone kfe owes 
Its happiest 9ea?»ons^ and a peaceful close^ 

K 3 



Scorned in a world, indebted to that scorn 
For evils daily fcJt and hardly borne, 
Not knowing thee, we reap with bleeding handfe 
Flowers of rank odour upon thorny lands,. 
And, while experience cautions us in vain, 
i&rasp seeming happiness, and find it pain. 
Dtspondence, scif-deserted in her grief. 
Lost by abandoning her own relief^ 
Murmuring and ungrateful discontent. 
That scoms afflictions mercifully meant. 
Those huinours tact as wine .upon the fret, 
^Vhich iiilcness and wariness beget j 
These, and a thousand plagues^ that haunt the breast. 
Fond of the phantom of an earthly rest. 
Divine communion chases, as the day 
l^rivcs to tlieir dens the obedient beasts of prcj. 
See Judah*s promised king, bereft of all. 
Driven out an exile from the face of Saul, 
To distant cavc« the lonely wanderer flies, 
'i'o seek that peace a tyrants frown denies, 
ile^r the sweet accents of his tuncflil voice. 
Hear him, overwhelmed with sorrow, yet rejoice; 
No womanish or wailing grief liias part. 
No, not a moment, in his royal heart j 
Tis manly music, such as martyrs make. 
Suffering with gladness for a Saviour's sakcj 
His soul exults, hope animates his lays," 
The sense of mercy kindles into praise. 
And wilds, famliiar with a lion's roar. 
Ring with ecstiitic sounds unheard before i 
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'Tis love like his, that can alone defeat 
The fpes of man, or make a desert sweet. 

ReMgipn;^Ojes tyjt X:ensurp?o;i ^CliVie ^ ;*: • ' ; 
Unnumbered pleasures harmlessly pursued 3 
To study culture, and \vit>h 'artful loil 
To meliorate and tnfme rhe sttAbborn soil y: 
To give dissimilar yet fruitful lands 
The grain, or herb, or plant, • that. each* demands} 
To ^hei^ikft^'ihq^J iriMvhambl^^^^^^^ 
And share me Joys yoii.r li0unty may create j 
To mark the matchless workings of the power. 
That shuts within its se^d the future flower. 
Bids these in elegancy' .ojT form . excel „ 




To dance on earth, aiid'cliarm all human eyes 5 
To teach the canvass innocent deceit, . - , 
Or lay th6 laildscape'pn the snowy sheet-— 
These, these dre arts pursofed 'without a crime. 
That leave* no stain upon the wing of tinae. 

Me poetry (oV tkt her notes that aim 
Feebly and vainly at poetic fj^me). 
Employs; shut but froni more important views. 
Fast by the banks of tlie stow winding Ouse^ 
Content if thu$ ijequestered I may raise 
A monitor's, though not a poet's praise. 
And while I teach an art too little known. 
To close life 'Viselj, tnay act waste my owa. 

JL.A 
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THE TEARLY ^JfSTRICS*, 

Ok 

T]Tlitf>IO.tlHE AT STOCK l^ ESSEX. 

'yinn andrfsseii to a CoHintry-Clcmmaii auofiamngfif 
.the Uisagrc^leiiess o^ this day anniiali|r agpMtited 
JU^xeMiVfti^ the tkiei at il^^iiri^1i4g(^. 

» 
/CbiiB, |)onder weH« for *tis Doject^ 

To laagii it would •beVt'oiigj , ' 

iTbe troubles ojf a worthy, pfipst 

^ Tiie bttden of j»y song. 

This priest Jbe mernr is and bliiiBe - 
Three fjuaiters of thje year, . 

^ut oh ! .it cuts hUn lil^e ^ ^ithi?, . 
When tithin^-tia)6 draws near. 

He then is full of fright and fevs. 

As one at point to die. 
And Idiig before the day appears 

He heaves up mdpy a sigh. 

For then the farmers come iog> jqg» . 

Along the miry toad, ' 
Each heart as heavy as a log. 

To make their priyments good« 



Tits V&MILV ^I6^»«i. 26(4' 

Ift -mtihi tke Mrmv t]f ^ueh '4ii7t 

Is not lo4]i^«i|>fe8aed^ 
'Whmhe tbat totes Md be Uitt |^ 

Are twik i^ikfo i^lcd^aed. 

The cku$i6y'BWMn8 al]|^ 

And wt^fheiday^ Hot ^ifi^ll ir«Jctieile» 
&eh rlmfiBf^km of Ih^ >€te^' 

Will dieat ftttn;if 4ie «ira. 



, And flio^aidiiB (head tefntty . 
And Ibeks M^if^tte ooniDeteteg^ - 
And not-.t»:t}ii£b 



' And Imdw domwas^ and)iiiBimiflp> 

f 1^ ligbt andrvvettb And^^Dmrsb you^ 
' Good tMh WiMftHil3«««attir 

StodisneiT'CoiBO, aad^wii^Ac^Jit: 
WereeirerdtKdi'tea^iigr'fsUi? • 
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Ml THl irBA«LT OlStiSSf. 

One wipes his nose upon his sleere. 

One spits upon the floor. 
Yet, not to giTe offence or grieve, 

Holds^ op the cloth befbrej ' 

The pmicb goes round, ^iid they ar&duQ 

And lampish still as ever; 
Like barrels with their bellies full. 

They only Weigh the hea^r* * 

At length the bus^ time begins, 

'* Come nefghboiMS we Blast wag—* 
The mooey clunks, down ckop their cbins, 
Each lugging" out h'ls bag. 

One lalk's of mildew and of .frost. 

And cme of storms of hail> . 
And ^mt 4af pigs, that he has Ibst 
. By maggots^atthetaiL. . . 

• 

QuoiE one, ' A rarer man than yon 
' In pulpit bone shal^hear : 
'. ' But yet,'m^hink8, to tell yon 4rac^ 
' You sell it plaguy deari! ' 

• Oh, why are &rmers made so coarse. 

Or clergy made so fine ! > "^ 
A kick that scarce would more a bmiC, 
May kill a soupd divine 
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Then let the boob\es stay at home 5 

Twould cost him, I dare say. 
Less troublfe taking twice the sum, 
. » Wi Aout the. djO WD s that i^y . 

t \ '• 
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SONNET 

ADPRKSSSD TO 

'k E n'R V C b W P E R, Es«. 



» I 4 A .« * k i . 



On his cmphaticaranJ' interesting Delivery of the Defence 
ofWARftXNHASTitJGtyEsq. in thc House of Lords. 

Co wpBRjWnose silver voiqe.tasl^cxl ^m6 times hard, 
LegendS^ prphx del; vers 10 the ^p . 
(Attentive when'tliou readcst)6fBlngiiand's peers. 
Let verse at length ^ieldth^e thy just reward. 

Thou wast not hearfj 'with liJM^^}^- ffisregard, 
Expendhig ik\6 bn'^11 'tl^t leA'gtli'of plea 
Thy gQnerous^po'wefrd^ but sllerfbe hbnoilred thee 
Mute JlS; eviSr^ gizeil an Oratc(r or IS^d. 

Thou art not voice alone, but hast beside 

Both h^ff&ndheaflVand'cbnlds^ witTi teusic sweet 
Of Attic phrifee and- senattirrkl 'tohi', ' 

X.ike thy rehowhed'farefathefs, far and wide 

Thy fame diffuse; pi'aised not for trtlfcrance meet 
^'0{ othhrs* speech, but raagic of thy oivn, ' 



tines MUresteiii ^' 

Dr. DARWiN, 

Two Poets,* (poeta^ by report. 

Not oft so well agree) 
Sweet Harmonist of Flora's court I 

Conspire to Mncxfr The^, 

Ihey best can jtwigift 11 ]^t*s worth. 
Who oft themaelres baye^known 

Tde pa^gs of a poeffe tvttti 
By labours of their own* 

We therefore pleased extol thy song, 
1 hough various yet complete, 

tilch in emlkellisbaient as strong,. 
Anii^ iearbejir as tt h sweck, 

' No el^Vy nnoglesWf til tnbr praise, 
.^ 1[^bough» could oor hearts repine 
At tiny poet's happier lays, 
Tkey" wottld---they must at t]bj4ir* 

But wf, in mutual bondage luili 
Of friendship's closest tio, 

Can gaze vn even barwin*s wit 
With an unjaundiced eye; 
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•AUuding t6 tile p^iCBi by Hu/Utfttf, wikUil MCOl 



ADd deem tfie pard, wnoefcr be be^ 

And fiowsoever "knowDt 
Who would pot twine a wreath iox Xl^cc* 

Unwortfijj^lSf Us pwltu 
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F E A t^g-'ri 'AN G ma IS, 

Thb Birds pui ^ilTltliiefi^ I6ftrf ll^ 
To dress a rooift^lbr M^lCrttfflM^ 

The Peacock aOH^t^'kMvMf^y^lff 
Mis rainbou)^'uiai'l:(k^4h9rf^ihfiS^, < 
The PheasanffldtUWfe; mtM^ VfittM iMltt^ 

The Codt, i^is^rUwd tMh Mimat dmm | 
And. river blancbt^U'^ift^SMi^, fal8r«nQ(#; 
All' trlbea besidit «( Indian aame> • 
That glossy isfaiae ornri:vJd)fiadgcy 
Where rises asd wfaeteidto tite dqfv * 
Whatever they bouta£tKkimiin^, 
Contribute to the gorgente |itta^ 
Proud to adtail6e it all Ithcf oaft^ . 
This plumage neithtaT'dasldDg ifaoMr, ' 
Nor blastB^ that shake the 4ripping bower. 
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Shall drench again, or 4i5compo8e, 
But screened fH)m evdy ^torcq th^ hlo^. 
It boasts a splendbiir cVe^ ti6if, ' ' * 
Safe ^ith'- protectJiig Mobtagiie. ' ' \ ! 

To the same partrbnb&s rdsortj" ' 
Secure of favour at her court. 
Strong Genius^ from whose forge of thought 
Forms rise, to quick p ei fectimi wrought, 
Wiiich, though new-born, with vigour move 
Like Pallas springing armed from Jove- 
Imagination scattering, round 
Wild roses ovfer furrowed gniunrd^^ 
Which Labour pf bis fr 
And teafch^Philokopliy a^sJnfle^ 
Wit flashing on Religion's side. 
Whose fires to sacred ITruUifa^piHedy 
The gem, though li^nw4/foef<)re> ;. s 
Obtrude on Jttvmtai) Q9tiQ^>jiKMre>- ; =.>: : ; .. 
Like sun-beams on^ttb^^goif}e|^:lKi.ght^.• k ' : 
Of son*' t$tt «ew0Pij^l^f ifig bcight-Tf- r ' 
Well-tutored. Le^arntng/frdan/his books 
Dismissed irith gCtt^liM^haugfaty, looks» 
TAeir order. t»i2Ws,«holtesifcMct^:v..; i ;..; 
Not more harmQniouaarooifcpact /......■ . . ' ' 

Than that, to vvl^iefahef keeps confined. ' 
The various t;rea8mjtex)f hiftiiiljid-«f» ;. :ir •. * ' 
All these to M|qnfti^o6raj'epair,.>'' '/ .i. ..i. ^ ■ 
Ambitions of a shelfor there; i- 

There Genius, Learning, Fancy, Wit, 
The ruffled plum^ieadflircfit^.^.f -> . «.. 
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(For stormy troubles loudest roar 
Around their flight who highest soar). 
And in her eye, and by her aid. 
Shine s^c without, a<^af tafade. . . 

She thus jDatntaUm divided swny - , . i 
With yot) bright ^gent of the day i . .: 
The Plume ^nd Poetiboth wci kijOi^ r • 
Their lustre to his ihfluence owe^ 
And she the works. of Phoebus aiding, 
Both Poet saves and Plum6 from fading. 
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VERSE'S- • "'■ 

• ' • • 1 V . . ._.»..• • ^ . . 

• I ... ' • 

SUPPOSED TO BE WRITT^1f-BT ALE)CAKDXX 
SELKIRK, DURING HfS^ SOLITARY ABODE IN 
THE ISLAND OF JUAN' FERNANDEZ. 

•: "•••• i' . ' . ■.-. ■„■: 

I AM n^on^Fch of all J^ purvey,'. • » ^ j 

My right ther^ is>none \o |dupv|te|, .• 
From tb^;^mW'9U rpvHid ta.the, iifPi 

{ am 4ofd< q{ jtjie fcmj and th^ bnite^"" 
Oh aoHtiide.l where are theichanps; > 

That sages bave.a^en in thy face? 
•Blotter 4^eU in^th^ w^^ of^alwrmsy . . 

Than ceigA ifU^Vk hsffit)^ IfM^i^ > 
• 
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a. 

I am 6iit t»f botttani^^ ffea^ 

. I must finish 1117 ji6tM^ tl^M> 
'Never hear ^tt hiifidt rihftkt'Of Ipieoii^ 

I start ttt ttat MMrd 6f Mf «Mfc. 
The beast* tHlt tddia di«r nhb friatti^ - 

My form trkh MhSirlH^ Me^ 
They are so aiHttfuaiiMtd nMhtmoU^ 

Their lainbtieiiii i« «hoclun|( t» m^ 

ill. 
Society, friendship, and loTe, 

Divinely bestowed upon man, 
Ob, had I the w4agft o£« dove. 

How soon would I taste you again T 
My sorrows I then might assuage 

In the ways of rdigien «nd truths 
Might learn from the wis<)om of age. 

And be cheered by the sallies of ygutb» 

, IV. \ 

Religion ! what treasure untold 

Resides in that heavenly world? 
More precious ihan Silver and gold. 

Or all thiit HAa earth tkiii ^IKM. 
But Xht IMi^ df the thtirthi^tig .Mt 

TliMsift' Vaffies iitid fotltt fitter beBi4> 

t9fSi¥t4>\ffiiiti M tb» fedwid of II knell, 

0#«i»U^ ^hm ^-uYkmth ^^pdmd. 
... v^ 

Ye wifiAi> tfttlt'lMTD ttllide iti6 f^f;Slt4fiQtt, 

1 



Verses ^T.ii.isEiJKxRK. 20g 

Some cordial endearing report 
Of a laod^ I ^Uall vMt uq ipori^ 

My friends, do they now and then send 

■ ' A- With oi^a chouglitHiitervaae?^ ' ^- 

O tell me I yet have a friend, 
^Though a friend t am never to Ts^e. 

VI. 
How fleet is a glanccr of the mind ! * . 

Ownparcd 5vllhr,the> sfteed Qf;i|fesJJight, 
Tlie tempest i^cl^ i;^ Jtjc^id* — 

And th6.ai»nft winged arrows of ligfil< 
Wben I think of ray owa naiive laudji 
In a moment I seem to be there ^ 
' But alas ! recollectidU at hand 

Soon hiirries inb backl>M dos^am ' 

But the sea-fdwi'is gi^de^o'ltftVt^^Vif, ' '" 
The beast is kid dowft h liirlAir j' 

Even here is a season ©f rest, 

Anji-I.torn^jr cajiinx^^ir,, ... . . .. .^j 

There's nier^;|n^cyej>:jFda^ 

And mercy, .ejoqwr^giiig ^^P>*gl^ v 
Gives even affllctioaa graoe, 
And reconciles man to his lot. 
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ON THB PHOMOTiCW OF '■ ^* 

• ' , • * * 

EDWARD XHURLOiW, ESQ. 

To TH£ LORD HIGH CHANCELLOBSUX' 
or ENGLAND. 

• ■I. :^ • ' • 

HoFNcThtirfoVIs headin-carljrj^oath. 
And in tiii sljottive' dk^^^^ ^ ' ' ' 

Fair science pbtired tllife' ligfKf of tratb> 
And genius shed bis^ays. 

.. •■.i ■ ;: II.' . ' . ..... J ■' 

See! with ctiited wonder cried *' . 

The experienced and the sage, 
Ambitiou in a boy supplied 

Withallihe skill pf age r * . 

III. 
Discernment, ^sloquehdc; and grace 

Proclairaf WmbbVrftW-i^y • ^ 
The* bahdntee in the Highest place. 

And bear the palm away. " 

IV. 

The praise bestowed was jusf and wisc| 

He sprang impetuous forth 
Secure of conquest, where the prize 

Attends superior worth. 
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V. ■ 

So the best courser* on the plain 

Ere yet he starts is known; 
And does but at the g0ar obtain ^ - 

What all had deemed his own. 
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ODE TO PEACE. 

CoMEj peace of mind, delightful guest ! 
Return and : make -thy dowjiy- nest y 

Once more in this sad heart: 
Nor riches I nor poWer pursue. 
Nor hold forbidden joys in view j • 

We therefore need not par-t. , 

Where wilt thou dwell, if not with me. 
From avarice and ambition free. 

And pleasure*!, fatgl wile^ ? ■I'C 

For whom, alas ! dost thou prepare ' 
The 3w6et8, that I was -wont to bhare, ' 

The banquet of thy smiles ? 

Ill; 
The great, the gdy,. «hill-tliey partake 'i 
The heaven, thiit tk>uliloiie cantt^mike? 



And wilt thou quit'the stream^ 
That fDumsiits thftough -ike ^my tfMi-^ 
The gFove and the 'seqaeatered &hed» 

To be a gacat wkh -tbom? 

IV. 

For tbce I panted, thee I prized. 
For thee I gladly sacrificed 
AVhiltever I ler eA twi w c ; 
And thall I see thee start awaj. 
And helpless, hopeless, hear thee saj^*- 



HUMAN FRAILTY. 

I. 

Wbak nod \tmuA\ttt it ftMW5 

The purpolt of t^^-disjr, 
Woven with pains into his plan, 

To-€»orraw icnds away. 

The bow weM %etit, a»d nnavt the spring 

Vieb Utttns ^Wt&dy «lati>5 
But 'i^9sion rtfddy ^sha^s «be string. 

And it revives -agiith 

IH. 
8ofilei(D6 to his |]|n:ight infemt 
F«ads ottt bk weatoor part^ 



Virtue engages* his absent, 
^ Bd t pleslsare wins hts heart. 

ly. 

Ti^ibj^fft ti^.fplly of the,wis<5 ■ . , 
Through all hU art we vicwj 

^nd^ while his tongue th^ charge dc^es. 
His cbn^cience owns it true. ^ 

V. 

Sound.oa^ YPjagp of' ayful length 

And dangers Jittle known» 
A stxa^nger to. superior jstrcjngt{i, 

Man vaiply trusts his own. 

But wjialoReL c»n ne'er prevail- 
To reach the distant coast ; 

The breath of heaven^ mo^tswel} the sail, 
OraHthe'toii:U'lo8t: ! '' ' ' ' 

■m 11^111 '('■'• 
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Rebellion is my theme all day; 

I only wish 'twould come 
(As who knows but perhaps it may?) 

A little nearer home. 



r2|4 TBS UOp^SiV PATfllOT. 

. Yon roaring hoys, who rave and iight* 
On t'other side the Atlantic, 
J always. held, them in th^ righf. 
But moist so wh en 'ijio'st frantic' 

, • • » • • MXL* • r , 

V . .1 .'■='?. .'■■'. . . •, - \ 

When lawless mobs insult ijie court. 

That man shall be my toast. 
If breaking windows be the sport. 

Who bravely breaks the most. 

• • . . ■ . . ■ " 

..•;.; ■ . IV.- ; ■■• 

But oh { for him my fancy cullj , 
The choicest flowers she bears. 

Who constitutionally pulls 
Your house about your ears. 

' v. 

Such civil, brqilsr are my delight. 
Though some folks can't endure them> 

Who say the mob are mad outright. 
And that a rop&.muit cure them. 

VI, 
A rope! I wish we patriots had 
.1 CtitcliJbmgs for. abvho need /em--^ 
What! hang a man for going madf 
Then farewell Biitish freedom. 
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' o<f •'BSEItVlirO 

^ SOME Jf AMES OF LITTLE NOTE 

. • I O C ■ f 11 1' Z '^o "*l \ -.,1 
RECORDED IIT* 

r 
•■■'■.."».•'.. f ' ■" «^ . I > ■ . • -'» "Jl \i> ■ • ' • : " •■?•'•.'• 'I 

QH,'f(p^nd attempt to, giy^,^ ^dcgtycssa^^lj.^^ ^ •; 
^ra names ignoble, bor^^tb be fofgot! 
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Lethpeah gU'pv^ receive tl 

And darK 6t)ltvi6h sbon aWurus mem an. 

So when' a chlld^ as^payful children use, 
Ha»b6rc(t to^^iidfer Wlstiicrii*y«dil-Wewii^| • ' 
Thc^^afAc extinct, be views' riie roving fire^ 
There goes my laely, and there goes tk^^lB^uIre,^ 
TKbr^ go^ the j^ns^bfi P HlKni^t^^ ^^k;'^ 
And there^ scarce lessiltostrious^ goes the clerk ! 

!;..':• J:!.! • ■' i . ^ ^J Clinic :;ii -J Lj-i^L::C 
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REPORT 

IV ANY OP THB BOOKS. 



I. 

BeTWB«ir'Nose«ttd>Q^B'«ltaBge eontest arose. 
The spectacles set them unhappil j wrong; 

The point in dispute was, as all the world knows, 
To whfch the salfd.spectadcs ooght td belong, ' 

So Tongue w^s tHjc^^wj^r, fit\d ?x&^ the.f^Vtc 
With, a gre»t.^e8C<)if,?}ylUa?d.-»^»S>fi^*f 




T]^,^^9«iivii%4^;ippct94f^^}waa^ m^yt^p 

Then holding the spectacles up to the court— 
Your lordship observes they are made with a 
straddle, 

As'wide as the ridge of the Nose is; in ^ort. 
Designed to sit close to it, just like a saddle. 



&BPO&T 6p a law case. 21f 

» 

V. 

Again, would your lordsbip^tf moment suppose 
([*Tis a case that has happened, ^nd niay be aeaia) 

Tlft^-tijfr-vi^gft W douVA^hfce li^d t\6t a^^fei - 
Pray who wouldy 6v ^Wi^irfd, wear spectacles 
then? 

V vl. ^^ 

Ofi- the whole it ap|^aar$, andiBy ^rgjimefi^i^io^ssr 
With a reasoning, the court will never condemn. 

That the spectacles plainly Svere made for the Nose, 
And the N<fee ^y^asas ph^l/intidn4edi2)t tBem. 

VII. 
Then shifting his side, (as a lawyer knpws how) 

He pleaded again in behalf of the Eyes : 
But what were his arguments few people know, 

/For the court did jiot think they were equally wise* 

... vin. '^'^^^ ♦-■ 

^o his IdttfkKf)^ decreed With a grk^6 sc^ifinh tone. 
Decisive and fcMi% • wJtHbtit one if drfeiii— ^ 

That, whenever the Nose put his spectacles on. 
By day-light or candle-light — Eyes should bt 
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ON .irilB. 

BUBNING OP iX)RD MANSFIEU) 

LIBRABY, 

I 

TOGETHER. WITH HU MSS. 

BY THBNOB, TV THE MONTH OF^JUilie^ l! 

*»•' - - i • ' 

I. . 

So then— the Vaodals of t>dr isle. 
Sworn foes to sense ^nd law. 

Have burnt to dust a nobler nlle 
Than evdr Roipan sawl . 

II. 
And.MuiRAY pigbs over I\)pe and Swift) 

And ma^y a treasure more. 
The well 'judged purchase and the giftj 

That gracied his leltqred store. 

m. 

Their pages mangled, burnt, and torni 

The loss was his alone i 
But ages yet to come shall mourn. 

The burning of his otvn. 



( m y 



ON THE SAME. 
'••■ ■ "I. - ■ 

When wit and genins meet their doom 

In all devouring flam^x 
Tliey tell us of the fate of Rome, 

And bid us fear the same. 

Over MuRiAY*s loss the muses w^t^ 

Thejr felt the rude alarm, 
Yet blessed the guardian care/ that kept ' 

His sacred head from harm. 

• ■ 

III, 
There memorjr, like the bee> that's fei 

From Flora*s balmy store, ' 
The quinteasence of all he read 

Had treaisured up before, 

IV. 

The lawless herd, with fury blind^ 
Have done him cruel wrong; 

The flowers are gooe-^b«t still wc^&nt 
The honey on his tongue. 



h2 



c 



ijo\t: of the world reproved; 



HYTOCRI^t DKTBCfilBD* 

Thus mj% the prop&et of the Tnik. 
Good Massoiman, ab»taio from pork} 
There is a poll in e«/ swiiie 
No friend or follower of bum 
Blaj tastCir wbateret his indinatieofr 
On pain of excooimaBicalJO&r 
Such Mahomet's mysterious charge^ 
And thus he left the point >at large. 
Had he the mfol poet ezpfcss*d» 
They might with safety eat tbe^mti . 
But for one piete thof dnoghc xt-ftnrd. 
From the whole hog tor be dalnrnMli^. 
And set their wit at work to find 
What joint the prophet h&id in mind. 



-so. 



* It m%t ly y p pM i . tonA—rthr wader tiartlrfl {fitce \» 
already appeared in prints luvitfg fbiuHl<«itti wify though 
with tome onneccisar)- addTtiocs by an unknown hjuidj iDtf 
tk« X<etds Journali without the author's privity. 



. •x 



RTPOCAISY r£T£CT£D. S22l 

Much controversy straight arose. 

These choose the back> the belly those) 

By some 'tis confidently siid 

He meant not to forbid the h^ad^ . 

While others at that doctrine rail. 

And pioosly prefer the tail. 

Thus conscience freed from every clog, 

Mahomftaps^t i^p-tbe hog. • . 

You laugh— i*tis well — ^The tale applied 
May make you laugh on t'other side. 
Renounce the world— the preacher cries. 
We do— fafla^U^de-TQpyts, 
While one. aAinnoeent xeg^nj^ . 
A snug and friendly game ^t fUrdfs 
And one, whatever jjoa fi^rf^j 
Can see no evti ia « |»1^^ 
Some love ar concert or a ^r^^ J 
And others shooting, and the chase. 
Reviled au4 jl^f4,.ffe|ioun^ f»pA4i4tor«f9 
Thus, bLt by Wt, |l>e worl4 i^ f «ftJB9)wAi 
Each thinks it$^rneigM^|iMir4;i^iM8§'tP<>lbfte, 
l^et likes a slice as weU «s be: 
With sojhi^try.^eirjauce they amtoctito* 
Till quite from tail to snout *ti8>i3attto. 



L^ 
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^HE DEATH 

OP 

liis> ^Now Lady) THRocKi<ORT0ii*8 
BULFINCH. 

Y» Djraphs ! if c*cr jrour cyw were red 
Wilh tears o*er hdpless favourites shecli 

O share Maria's grief! 
Her favourite, even iti his cage, 
l(Wbat will not hunger's cruel ragie?) 

Assassined by a thief. 

"WheM Rbenus strays his vines among, 
The t^% was laid from which he sprung^ 
* And though by nafure mute. 

Or only with a whisCle blcst# 
Well-taogfat he all the sounds ezpress'd 
Offlageletorfiuce. 

The honours of his ebon poll 

Were brighter than the sleekest mole. 

His bosom of the hue 
With which Aurora decks the skies^ 
When piping winds shall soon arise^ 

To sweep up all the dew. 
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Above, below, in all the house, 
L^ire foe alike to bird and mouse. 

No cat had leave to dwell j 
And Bully's cage supported stood 
On props of smoothest-sbaVeh-wood, 

Large-built and latticed well. * 



. .. ^ 



I 



Well-latticed — but the grate, alas! , 
Not rough with 'wire of steel or br^s. 

For Bu]ly*s plumage $ake. 
But smooth with wands from Oase*» side. 
With which, when neatly peeled and dried. 

The swains their baskets nbake. ' 

Night veiled the' pole. All seemed secure., . 
When led by instinct sharp and sure, " 

Subsistence to provide, 
Al)east forth sallied on the scout, ' 
Long-backed, long-tailed, with whiskered sqpu^ 

And badger-coloured hide. 

He, entering at the study- dobr. 
Its ample area *gan explore; 

' And something in the wind 
Conjectured, sniffing round i»nd rounds 
Better than all the books he found. 
Food chiefly for the mind. 

Just then, by adverse fate impressed, 
A dream disturbed poor Bully*^ resti 
In sleep be seemed to view 

L4 .-^ 
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A rat, -fast clinging to the cage. 
And screaming at ifit s^d presage. 
Awoke 9nd, found it true. 

For, aided both by car and scent. 
Right to his n)ark the monster weiit-r- 

Ab^ muse! forbear to speak 
Minute the horrors that ensued ^ 
His teeth were strong, the cajge vra^ '^ooj^ 

He left^oor Bul\)''s Jbc?k, 

He left it — y>ut he sliould haye taV:i ; 
That beaky wheoce issued niany a straim ' 

Of such mellifluous tone. 
Might have repaid himwdl^ I ^ol/e. 
For silencing so sweet a throat. 

Fast set within his own. 

Maria weeps — ^Jhe Mg^es mourn—- 
So, when by B^jcchanaliahs torn, 

On ITiracian Hebrus* side 
The tree-enchanter Orpheus fejl^ 
His head alone remained to tell 

Thp cruel death he.dicd. 



THE ROSE. 

The rose hjuijii^p washed, ju<twafl|hei in 3 al^pvi 
Which iviaiy,^ Ann^ conveyed. 



TThc plentiful tnoIstuFe incumbered the flower. 
And weighad down its beaut ^ul -head. 

The cup was oU f>lled« and the leaves were allwoit. 
And it seemed to a 6incif£il vitfw* 
'■ To weep for the buds it had left with regret, 
On the flourisiiu)g bush where it gr«w. 

I hastily seized it, unfit as Lt was. 

For a nosegay, so dripping and drowned. 

And swinging it rudely, too rudely, alas! 

I snapped it, it fell to the ground. ♦■/ 

And such, I cxclainved, is die pitiless [^tft 

Some act by the delicate Blind, 
Regardless of iKringing and breakiog 4 lieart 

Already to ^r row resigned. 

This elegant rose, had 1 fh^kjen it less. 

Might have bloomed witji its owner a wlule. 

And the tear, that is wiped with a little address. 
May be followed perhaps by a smile. . 



^ ..■»' 



THE DOVES. 

I. 

Reasonivo «t ev^y «tep ho ^^€^4% 

Man yet gii^ajkes hk yr^y. 
While meancf fbiogh whom instiij^i^ds. 

Are rarely tkooy/?*jjOftf^jP, '•■"., 
L 6 . 



22Q T B B DO T E8* 

One silent eve I wandered late. 
And heard the voice of love i 

The turtle thus addresaed her mate. 
And soothed the listening dove; 

iir. 

Our motoal bond of faith and truth 

No time shall disengage, 
Thpse blessings of our early youth 

Shall cheer bur latest age: 
IV. 
llVhile innocence without disguise. 

And constancy sincere, ■ 
Shall fill the circles of those eyes> . ? 

And mine can read them fherei 
V. 
Those ills, that wait on all beloy% 

Shall ne'er "be felt by we, ' 
Or gently felt, and only so. 

As being shared with thee. 
VI. 
Whet) lightnings, flash among the trees. 

Or kites are hovering near, 
I fear lest thee alone they, aeixe. 

And know no other for. 
VII. 
*Tif then I feel mysdf a wife. 

And press thy wedded side. 
Resolved an unioa formed for 1U# 

Death mever ahdl divide. 
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VIII. 

But oh I if fickle and unchaste, 

(Forgive a transient thought) 
Thou could become unkind at last. 

And scorn thy. present lot. 

IX. 
No need of lightning from od high, - 

Or kites with crtiel beak; 
Denied the endearments of thine eye. 

This widowed heart would break. 

X. 

Thus sang the sweet sequestered birc^ 

Soft as the passing wind, 
.And I recorded what I heard^ 

A lesson for mankind; 



A FABLE. 

A Raven, while with glossy breast 
Her new*latd eggs she f6ndly ptesse^ 
And on her wicker-work high mounted^ 
Her chickens prenaaturely counted, 
(A fault philosophers might blanoe 
If quite exempted from the saoie)' 



Enjoyed at ease the genial day ; 'x 

'Twas April aa |i^e lpijjj?p|(^iQS ;fajr, V 

The legislatpcp f^^^ it W^y» J 

But sudjc;!)!^ a ^iiid.a^bigb^ 

As ever swept ^ <wio(cr «k^^» 

Shook the young leaves about her ears^ 

And filled her with a thousand fears. 

Lest the rude Mast should soap the boa|;h| 

And spread her folden hopes below. 

But juk at ere iM blowinV weather. 

And all hier f(iare were hushed together: 

And now, quoth poor uxxbinking Ralphs 

'Tis ojr^, aloAibe bnwd is safe'j 

(For ravens, thoogh a^ birds of omen 

They teach bptfa conjurors a&d old women 

To tell us what is X6 be&ll. 

Can't prophesy themselves at all.) 

The morning came when neighbour Hodge^ 

Who long had marked her airy lodge. 

And destined all the ^feastHpe there 

A gift to his expecting fair, 

CUlnbed like a squirrel to bis dray. 

And bore the worJt|ilesa pi>ze aw^jy. 

MORAL. 

'Tis Providence ^ajppfi s^qrp^ 

In every ch^n^i^ J}9th ipipe ^4 WT?.- 

Safety cop^igt? ppt in ^s^pp 

From dangers ^f 3 fti§htfi;|l ^^jpiei 

An earthquake pQ?if b^ b|4 tp fp^f^ 

The man, thati Ijf^^pd Jlj>y || J^ir. 



Fate steals along with silent tread. 
Found oftenest in what leSst we dread. 
Frowns in the sto^oi yith angry brgw, 
Silt in the sunshine strikes the blow. 



• J, , i- , «j. 



A CPMPARISON. 



The lapse of time and rivers is the same, 
Both speed their jewrney with a restless strfeni^ 
The silent pace, with which they steal away. 
No wealth can bribe, no prayers persuade to stoy) 
Alike irrevocable both when past. 
And a wide ocean swallows both at last. 
Thou^ cf ciy Tl^fiepfbit ^arf^ ip svcry p^^. * ^ 
A dilFerence strikes at length the musing heart; 
Streaiiisnever flow in vain 3 where streams abound, 
How laughs the land with various plenty crowned ! 
But time,<fcat^f!ld eririch the nobler mind, 
Neglected leaves a dreary waste behind. 



■ •• • * ' \ ' ■;•■■'* I ; ' '■ . ■ 
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ANOTHER. 

» 

ADDRESSED TO A YOUKG LADT. 

SwEsr Stream^ that winds thro* yonder glade^ 

Apt emblem of a virtaous mald-^— 

Silent and chaste she steals along. 

Far from the worlds gay busy throngs 

With gentle yet prevailing force. 

Intent upon her destined course ; 

Graceful and useful all she does. 

Blessing and blest "wherever she goes^ 

Pure-bosomed as that watery glass> 

And heaven reflected In hec face. 



THE POErS NEW. YEARNS GIFT. 

* TO -' 

MRS. (now LADT) THROCKMORTOdr. 

« 

Mar I a ! I have cviery good 
For thee wished many a time> 

Both sad, and in a cheerful mood> 
But never yet in rhime. 
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To wish thee fairer is no need. 
More prudent, or more sprightly. 

Or more ingenious, oriaore freed 
From temper-flaws unsightly. 

What favour then not yet possessed 

Can I for thee require, 
Jn wed4ed love already blest. 

To thy whole heart's desire ? 

None here is happy but in part: 

Full bliss is bliss divine; 
There dwells some wish, in every heart - 

And doubtless one in thine. 

That wish, on some fair future day. 

Which fate shall brightly gild, 
(Tis blameless, be it whdt it may) 

I wish. it allfulfiUed. 



m 



ODE TO APOLLO. 

■ * 

N AN INK-GLASS ALMOST bRIBD IN TJ» SUH. 

Patron of a!! those luckless brains. 

That to the wrong side leaning 
Indite much jnetre with much pains. 

And little orno meaning. 

i 






239 OD^ TO APP;.LX)« 

Ah why, since ocqiauB^ riyera^ 4^|^mf» 

That w?ter all tha t^dops^ 
Pay tribute to xhfj^Quoas bsaoMt 

In consta«it<ex|^tiQPf|. 

Wby> stoepinf from tbo noon 9(4tLf, 

-Too covetous of dri|iky 
Apollo, hgst thoQ slplca «vra7 

A poet*s drop of ink I 

Upborne into tbe viewleas air. 

It flbats a vapour now. 
Impelled throu^ti regions den^ ai\d raiie. 

By all the winds that blow. 

Ordained pe^l^aps ere ^mnmpr fl|eji, 
Corabine4 ^tji milBons raQpe> 

To form an Iris in the ^kies^ 
Though black and foul before. 

Illustrious drop ! and happy then 

Beyond the happiest lot. 
Of all that ever part my pen. 
So soon to be forgot 1 

Phoebus, J/^ttpl) bp % A?^j^»> 

To plaqe it iu thy Jx)y^ 
Give wit^ ths^ ly^^ }s Jeft may jst>i^ 

With equal jgfv^p Jfcij^>y. 



( m ) 



PAIRING TIME ANTICIPATED, 

If bir4s cQftCabuJialte or npj 
(Tis clear that tbey ^eife ^l^^9 .ajbje 
To hold discpjiTj^, /at Igi^t^ ui f/AApi 
And e'en ttys cWy, wkp inpw* ap>l^f>ttfr> • 
Than to intcfg^et ^ the ktlj^o 
A story of a cock and bay^ 
Must have ^ p^t ui\C0J39:i|Qa ^qlK. 
It chgjuwvi ^n lOn « .^ipter> .$^ 
Bat warmarid brig|)t^ ^q^ (^lq[i ;^$f 1^)0 
The bjrds conceiving {A.^^^ig^ 
To forstal sweet St. Val^jH^nc, 
In many an /Oiyplw^, <^J?^> #?>^ MPW?» 
Ass^ipi)|e4 OQ affaifsflf fp^e. 
And with oai|ch.twijitcrfM»fl mviel^ cl^t^r. 
Began fo agitate the ;pgija^cr. , 
At length a Bulfinch, who coul4 \¥^^ 
Lr|ore years and iwi&dpi^ \i^si the o^osjLj 



■•r" 



• It was one of the whimsical speculations of i hi j phfloso. 
phcr, that all fables which ascribe reason and speech to ani- 
mals should be wkhkdcl froqi children, as Wing only vehi- 
cle of deception. . But yhftt -chUd w»» >Ovfnr deceived ikjr 
tbf niy or can bcy ugalnst jt^pfivi4ei^t»c.9f/^}om9s? 



} 
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Entreated, opening wide hh beak, 
A moment's liberty to speak; 
And, silcQce pul^icly enjoined. 
Delivered briefly tlms bis mind. 

My friends ! be cantions bow ye treat 
Tbe subject, upon wbich we meet; 
I fear we shall have wiuter yet. 

A Finch, whose tongue knew no cotitrol|. 
With golden- wing and satfn poll, 
A last yearns bird, who ne*er had tried 
What marriage means, thus pert replied. 

Methinks the gentleman, quoth she. 
Opposite in'the app]e-tree. 
By his good-will would keep us single 
Till yonder heaven and earth shsll xxungle. 
Or (which is likelier to befall) 
Till death exterminate us all. 
I marry without more ado. 
My dear Dick Redcap, what say you? 

Dick heard, and tweedling, ogling, bridling, 
Turning short round, strutting and sideling. 
Attested, glad, his approbation 
Of an immediate conjugation. 
Their sentiments so well expressed 
Influenced mightily the rest. 
All paired, and each pair built a nest. 

But though the birds were thus in haste. 
The leaves came on not quite so fast. 
And destiny, that sometimes bears - "^ 

An aspect stem on man's afi^irs, r 

Not altogether sn^iled on theirs. -^ 



} 
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he wind, of late breathed gently forth, 

bw shifted east and east by north 5 

irc trees and shrubs but ill, you know', 

ould shelter tkem from rain or snow, 

epping into their nests, they paddled, 

hemsdves wer6 chilled, their eggs were addledj 

>on every father bird and mother 

rew quarrelsome, and pecked each other, 

irted without the least regret, 

Kcept that they had ever met, 

nd learned in futuf^ to be wiser« 

lian to neglect a good adviser, 

«" - ' ' 

INSTRUCTION. 

> Mioses! the tale that I relate 

This lesson seems to carry*-^ 
Choose not akme a proper matCf 
But pr(^ time to marry* 



HE DOG AND THE WATER-LILY. 



NO FABLE, 



The noon was shady, and soft airs 
Swept Ouse's silent tide, 

AVhen, 'sc'aped from literary cares, 
I wandered on bis side. 



230 TUB poc >HP i8?4tw-j.m;y. 

My spaniel, prettitst of Us xaoe. 

And hi^ in pectigree^ 
(Two nynaphs* adorned »»tih every ^itt 

That ipani^ fpttud for «ae) 

Npw wantQAed losjt in flag^s 9p4 r^i 

Now st^ng ipto sigUt 
Pursued tke swallow o*er the mea^^ 

With scarce.a stpwycf ^igii];. 

■ . 

It was the titrle wh6n' Oo^ ^s'^^JfA 

His liliey newly blown! 
Their beauties 1 intent siifVCyed, - 

And one I wished my own. 

J . * ■ 

With eaae estenflied far I jscfught . 

To«leer itdoteio land; 
But still ithc prt^ iiwiugh-nearlgr caught 

Escaped HTf eager baad« 

Beau marked my unsuccessful pains 

With fixt co nstdeni t e ikce, 
And puzzling sat his puppy brains 

Tp comjudiend -the c^se. 

But with a chirrup clear and strong. 

Dispersing all his dream, 
I thence withdrew, and followed long 

The windings of tlie stream. 



■ I » . . ■. I . . • ■ * 



* Sir Robert CuQniiis*;| dai^hter;^ 



T'is foET^ thb' 6tbtbr« £c. izy 

' ■' ' .-■ ■■■'■ ' . I- * ~ * ,'' > 

My ranAble GhisHed, I returned'; 

^f a« tott;Mhg far Before 

The floating wi^satli agiiin disqe'medy 

And plunging left Uie sliore. 

Isawhimmtbfthtt^iytS'dppcai ' '' 

Iqapatient sWloi^ to^ medr 
Mj quick approach, aiid s6<ftrRb dhi^]^' 

The treasure at my ^ot. 

Charmed'^dir the- sight, the woiM^ il mc^ 

Shall hear. df^this thy deed: 
My dog shall niovtify the. pride'' 

Of man's superiot. breed : 

But chief myself I wiR epjoin^ 

Awake at4uty*s call. 
To shew a love as prompt ^s thiac 

To Him who giv^ me rail. 



1 , ■ . 



FE POET, THE OYSTER, Am> 
SENSITIVE. PL AiNfF, 

Dyster, cast up^a the 9hort^ 
heard, thoiigb nevcp heard before,.. 

plaining in a speech well worded, ? .' 
worthy thus'to be recppded— r 

by hapless wretch 1 condemnedto drwsH 

3ver in my native shell j 



I 
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Ordained to raove when, others please. 
Not for my own content or ease; 
But tossed and buffeted about. 
Now in the water and now out 
*Twere better to'bie bom a stoned 
Of ruder shape, and feeling ndnet,. 
Than with a tenderness like minei . 
And sensibilities so £nel 
I envy that unfeeling; sfarub^ 
Fast-rooted against evety rub. 
The plant b^ naeant grew not far off. 
And felt the sneet with- scorn etaough; ' 
Was hurt, disgusted/ ihortiiied/ 
And with asperity replied. 

When, cry the botanists, and stare,. 
Did plants called sensitive grow there? 
No matter when-^a p6et's tnusels 
To make them grow just where she chooses^ 

You shapeless nothing in a dish. 
You that are but almost a fish, 
I scorn your coarse insinuation. 
And have most plentiful occasion 
To wish myself the rocfc I view. 
Or such another dolt as you : ' 

For many a grave and learned clerk. 
And many a gay unlettered spark. 
With curiouA touch examtn^ me. 
If I can &el as well as he f 
And when I bend, retire, and shrink. 
Says— WcB, 'tis more tbaa one would think ! 



THE POET, THE OYSTER^ &C. 23$ 

■ » 

Thus life is spent (ob fie.cipOQ't!) 
In being toucbed^ and crying — Doa*t! 

A poet, in bis evening, walj^i . 
0*erbeard and cbecked tbis idle talk. 
Arid your fine sense, be said, and yours^ 
Wbatever evil it endures, 
Deserves not, if so soon ofFendcd>. 
Much to be pitied or commended* 
Disputes, though short, are far too long» 
Where both alike afe iq the wrong} ' ^ ' ' 
Your feelings, in their full amount, 
Are all upon your own account. 

You, in your grotto-work enclosed, • 
Complain of being thus exposed J 
Yet nothing feel in that rough coat, . 
Save when the knife is at your throat. 
Wherever driven by wind or tide, - 
Exempt from every ill beside, 

And as for you, my Lady Squeat^niMi^ 
Who reckon every touch; ^ blemish, 
If all the plants that csin be foo^d . . • 
Embellishing the sce^e,arp^n^,: >: 
Should droop and wither wjbeice they ffcofr. 
You would not feel at all-^not you. 
The noblest minds their "virtue prove 
By pity, sympathy, and 1av&« 
These, these are feelings truly .fine>,^ : . ; 
And prove their owner half divine. 

His censure reached them as he dealt iti, . 
And each by shrinking showed he felt it. 



4 
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THE SfTS^Bfi-EltT: 



WKITTEN IN A TIMB Ol^ JcPtfLICTIOV* 



I. 

Oh, happy sbadea^-^o nie UDbfestl 
Friendly to peace, but not to mo^ 

How ill the scene that offers^ rest. 
And heart, that cannot rest, agjret^ 

11. 

This glassy streafn, that spreading pine, 
Those alders quivering to the breeze. 

Might sooth a soul less hurt than mine. 
And please, if any thing could please. 

ni. 

But fix'd unalterable care 

Foregoes nof wliat she feels witliin, 
Shbws the same sadness every where. 

And slights' the season and the scene. 

IV. 

For all that pleased in wood b!' la^i'fi, 
While peace possessed th^Sd sif^iit boi^r& 

Her aArrrijrting smile withdrawn, 
Hasf lost its beauties and its pot^fefs. 



V. 
Thfe saint or moralist shonM tWaJ 

This moss-grown alley musing slow^ § 
They seek like mfe the secret shade. 

But not like rite to noCtrish wccr^ 

vr. 

Ale fruitful icevit\i and prdspccts wasl(J 
Alike admonish not to roam; 

't'hese tell me of enjoyments past. 
And thoie of sorfoffa jet to tJtKtie. 



THE WtNTEIt NOSEQaVi 

t. 

What tiature, alas! has denied -. 

To the delicate growth of our iale/ 
Art has in a measure supplied. 

And Tt^inter is decked wiUi a smile. 
jSce, Mary, what beauties I bring 

From the shelter of that sunny shed. 
Where the flowers have the charms df the 
spring, 

Though abroRd they a^ frozen sod diiadi 
Vot. I. M 



342 MUTUAL FORBEARAirCB, 

IL 
'Tis a bower of Arcadian sweets. 

Where Flora is still Id ber primes 
A fortress to which sbe retreats 

From the cruel assatilts of the climet 
While earth wears a raantle of snow. 

These pinks are as fresh and as gay 
As the fairest and sweetest, that blow 

On the beautiful bosom of Maj. 

IIL 
See bow they have safely survived 

The frowns of a sky so severe j 
Such Mary's true love, that ha$ lived 

Through many a turbulent year. 
The charms of the late blowing rose 

Seem graced with a livelier hue, 
And the winter of sorrow best shows 

The truth of a friend such as you. 



MUTUAL FORBEARANCE 

KECES8ASY TO THE HAPPINESS OF THE MAIRI 

^^ STATE. 

The lady thus addressed her spouse— 
What a taere dungeon is this house! 
By no means large enough ; and was it^ 
Yet this dull room^ and that dark closet, 
4 



[%ose hangings with their worn-out graces, 
jong beards^ long iioses, and pale faces, 
\rc such an antiquated scene^ 
rhey overwhelm me with the spleen. 
>ir Humphrey^ shooting in the dark. 
Makes answer quite beside the mark : 
So doubt, my dear, I bade hi(h.come> 
Engaged myself to be at home, '■ 
knd shall expect him at the door. 
Precisely when the clock strikes four. 

You are so deaf the lady cried, 
(And raised her, Toice, and frowned beside) 
You are so sadly deaf, my dear. 
What shall I do to make you hear ? 

Dismiss poor K[arryl he replies; 
Some people are more nice than wise. 
For one slight trespass all this stir? 
What if he did ride, whip and «pur, 
Twas but a mile— your favourite horse 
Will iieverJook one hair the worse. 

Well, I protest 'tis past all bearings- 
Child! I am rather hard -of hearing- 
Yes, truly— one must scream and bawl, 
I tell you, you can't hear at all ! 
Then, with a voice exceeding low, v 

No matter if you hear or no. f 

Alas ! and is domestic strife. 
That sorest ill of human life, 
A plague so little to be feared. 
As tQ be wantonly incurred. 

Ma 
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To gratiff a fretfol pasiloQi 
On every trivial (irovocaitjion f 
The kindest and the bapptest ptit 
Will tind occaakm to forbear; 
And sometfailig every day they livei 
To pity and perhaps forgiTe. 
But if infirmiuBi, that ^l 
in common to the lot of all* 
A blemish or a letifie impaired. 
Are crimes to littie to t)e«paredf 
Then farewell al), that mtistisreote 
The comfort of the wedded state) 
Instead of harmony, *t<is jar« • 
And tumult, and intestine war. 

The love, that cheers life's latest «ti^/ 
proof against sickncai and old age, 
Preser\ed by ▼irlue from dedenMon, 
Becomes not weary of attention; 
But lives^ when that exterior grace. 
Which first inspiixxi the flame <lecayv^' 
'Tis gentle, delicate, and kind. 
To faults compassionate or blind. 
And will with sympathy endure . 
Those evils, it would gladly cure : 
But angry^ coarse, and harsh expressioi^ 
Shows love to be a mere profession; 
Proves that the heart is none of bn. 
Or soon expels him if it is. 
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NEGEO'S CORTPLAINT. 

■ • 

■ • - 

FoRCKD from homo and all itsr pleasures, 

Afific*«*coast I left foriom; 
To increase a stranger'a trea^uref^ 

O'er* the raging billoti^s borne,' 
Men from Bngbnd bonght and sokl me^ \ 

Paid my price in paltry gold; 
Bui, though theirs they hare eorc^.led me, 

Mind^ are neter to be sold, 

8t4M^ m thought as ffte as erer. 

What arc England*? rights, I aslb. 
Me from my delights to scVcr, 

Me to torture, me to task ? 
Fleecy loclrj aud black complexion 

Cannot forfeit nature's clairai; 
Skins may drtfer, bat affection ** 

Dirclls in white and bhrck the same. 

AVhy dtd all creating naimi« 

Make the plant for which we toil? 
Sighs must fan It, tears must water. 

Sweat of ouw'roiwt dress the soil^. 

•^ ^- M 3 ' ^ ■ ; •'• • ^ Jf 



THX NBGHOll ISoWpLAUIT. 

Think, ye masters iron-hearted^ 
Lolltog at yoor jovial boards; 

Think how many backs have smarted 
For the sweets^ your cane afibrdt* 

Is there, as ye sometimea. tell us. 

Is there one, who reigns on high ? 
Has he bid you buy and sell us^ 

Speaking from his dirone the sky f 
Ask him, if your knottecl scourges. 

Matches, blood-extorting screws. 
Are the means, which duty urges , 

Agents of his wiU to use ? 



Hark! he answers — ^Wild tornadoes,. 

Strewing yonder sea with wrecks ^^ 
Wasting towns, plantations, meadows^ 

Are the voice. with which he- speaks* 
.HCj foreseeing what vexations 

Afrigs sons should undergo. 
Fixed their tyrant*s habitations 

Where his whirlwinds answer— u«^ 

"By our blood in Afric wasted. 

Ere our necks received the chain | 
By the miseries we have tasted. 

Crossing in your barks the main;. 
By our sufferings, since ye brought ut 

To the man-degrading mart j 
All'susfained by patience taught ua 

Ooly by a YiioVita h^att : 
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Deem our nation brutes no longer^ 

Till some reason ye shall find 
Worthier of regard, and stronger 

Than the colour of our kind. • 
Slaves of ^old> whose sordid dealings 

Tarnish all your boasted powers. 
Prove that you have human feelings^' 

Ere you proudly question ours ! 



PITY FOR POOR AFRICANS. 

Video meliora . probcque . 
Deteriora sequqf. — 

OWN I am shocked at the purchase of slaves, 
nd fear tlK)se, >i^ho buy them and sell them, are 

knaves; "* 

^hat I- hear of their hardships^ their tortures and 
groans, . 

almost enough to draw pity from stones. 

pity them greaUy, but I must be mum, 
or how could' we^^ without sugar and rum? 
specially sugar, so needful we see? • 

/hat give up our deserts, our coffee, and tea, 

esides, if we do, the French, Dutch, and Danes,' 
^ill heartily thank us,: no doubt, for our pains > ^ 
f we do not buy the poor. ci*eatu res, they.will^ 
jid tortures and groans will be multiplied still. , 

M4 
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If foreigners UkewUe would give up the trader 
Much more ia behalf of your wish might be saidi 
3ut^ while they get riches by purchasing blacksi 
Pray tei| me why we may ni^ also go auau^ks? 

Yoor scruples %Dd argu<nenis bring to my vatA 
A story so pat, you may thiuk it la wu^ 
(jn purpose to auswer you oiU ^f oiy mint; 
put I can assure you I saw it in print. 

A youngster at school, more sedate than the rest> 

Had ooe^ lus integrity put to thf teat; 

His comrades had plotted an orchard to robji 

And asked him to go and assist ip the job. 

* 
He was shocked^ sir^ like you^ and answered-* 

*«0h no! 
What! rob our good neighbour! I pray yoQ 

don't go; 
Besides the man*s poor, his orchard's his bread, 
Then think of his children^ for they must be fed." 

"You spe^k vtiy finc> and you look very graven 
But a{^4ea we want and apples we'll have? 
If you will go with lis you shall have a share. 
If not; you shall have ineither apple oor pear/'. 

Th^«poke, and Tom pcmdcrcd'— '*I »ec they will |0\ 
Poor man ! what a pity to injure him so \^ 
Poor man ! I would &ave him his fruit if I cpu*ci» 
But staying behind will do hios po gpodt 



If -the matter depended ak>ne upon nie^ 

i» appte>» might hang tilt tliey dropl fironv the - 

it^ sinc^ tliajF vrti) take th«m, I thulk FU go tf3o, 
e will lose none by mc^ thoogi^ I get a few.'* 

is scruples thus slleneed, Tom fdt more at ease, 
nd went with his comradq^ the npp^et to seize i 
e blamed and protected, but joined in the pbn: 
e shared ijx the iplund^r^ bqt pitied the xmn. 
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^WA4 in tho gkd 9f^9Qn of springs , 

Aslqpp ^1; ^^^^ d^^'f^ ^f ^b^ day^ . 
1 dreanaod wb^ I P4Wi9t but *i??f 

So pleasant it seemed as I lay, 
I dreamed tbaH op iKiean dAo^ , * 

Far hcnoe to th^/vreit^waid 1 9^iM> 
WMk the biUoif & b^hnitfted tiw bea^ 

Ani^ilMitedi btovaog hraetfli novff fiuled. 



•ri' 
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In the Bteerage a womaik I sav^ 

Such at least was the fonn that she wor^ 
Whose beauty impressed me with awe> 

Ne*er taught me by woman before.. - 
. She sat, and a shield at her side 

Shed light, like a sun on the waves,. 
And smiling diTinelj, she cried-^- 

" I go to make Freemen of Slaves***— * 

Then raising her voic^ to a strain 

The sweetest, that ear ever heard,. 
She song of the slave's broken chain,. 

Wherever her glory appeared. 
. Some dovid's which had over us hung,. 

Fled, chased by her melody clear> 
And methought while she liberty stiog^ 

*Twas liberty only to hear. 

Thus swiftly dividing the flood,. 

To a slave-cultured island we caftie^ 
Where a demon, her enemyv stood-* 

Oppression his terrible name. 
In his hand,^as the sign of his swajr,. 

A scourge hung with hshes he h<ae. 
And stood looking out for his-prejr 

From Africa's sorrowful shore» 

But soon as approaching the lai^ * : . 

That 'gpd(ies8*like woman lie viewed, 
Thb scourge he let fall from his hand. 

With blood of lus subjects imbmcd. 
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I saw him bath sicken and die. 

And the moment the monstei: e:;pired« 
Heard shouts^ that ascended the sky, . ^ 

From -thousands with rapture inspired,. 

* 

Awaking^ how could I but muse 

At what such a dream should betide? , 
But soon my ear caught the glad news> . 

Which served my weak thought for a guide—* 
That £ritannia> renowned o*er the waves 

For the hatred, she ever has shown. 
To the black-sceptered rulers of slavesj. 

Resolves to have none of her own. . 



THE 

Ughtingale'and glow-worm. 

. A Nightingale, that all day long 
Had cheered the village with his. song. 
Nor yet at eve; hlj note suspended. 
Nor yet whien eventide was'ended^ 
Began to 'feei,.^8 ^ellhe jtnight, . . 
The keen :demaads of appf ti te ; 
When, looking eagerly around. 
He spied :far ofi& wpQQ the ground/ 

M 6 
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A something iibimof Ixi the dark» 
Aod know tiia giow.worm by bis t|»rk; 
So^ stoopiog down {fofu hjiwiborn top. 
He iboQght to put bifis in bk crop. 

The worm, aware of his intent. 
Harangued bim tbtis, right ekxyaent-^ 

Did ydfi Admire m j koip^ qvoth he. 
As mucb as lyofif minstrelsy. 
You vreuld «bhor to do me wrong. 
As mcich as I to spoil your song) 
For *tw»s the selfsame power divine 
Taught }'0ft to sing, and we to shine j 
Tliat yon with nrestc, I w?th Kgbt, 
Might beautify and cheer tlie night. 
. The songster heard hii short oration. 
And warbling oHt his •pjwobation. 
Released hjm, as my story tells. 
And found a supper somewhere else. 

Hence jarring sectaries may learn 
Tlreir real interest to discern ^ 
Tbflft brother sliould aol war with hrottHTf 
% And worry and devour each other) 
But sing aiKl hhlm by meet comepty 
Till liie*8 poor transient night is «pent, 
Kespecting tn e^eh other's l:ase 
The gifts of natiiT« atid of grace. 

Thos«3 Christians bG»t deserve the xmrncy 
Who studiously malve peace tbelr aim; 
Peace, bl>tb tlie dufcy and tlje prize 
Of him th<4 crerpi» aod bin) that Si^f^ < 
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ON A GOLDFINCH 

STARVED TO DEATH IN HIS CAOE. 

I. 

Time was when I was free as'air. 
The thistles downy- leed my ferr^ * 

My drink the morning dewj 
I perched at will on every spray. 
My farm g«ntcel, my plumage ^ittf. 

My strains for ever new. 

jr. , 

But gaiidy pluroagCi sprightly strain. 
And fgrin geptccl, wer^ aU iu vain, 

Aqd of a tri»p$ient date 3 
For caught and caged, apd starved tp ^trrth, 
In dying sighs my littl« breath 

Soon pa^ped Ui^ wiry |;rate, 

III. 
Thanks, geotle swiuo, for ^1 «^ woti^ 
And tfaankiibr this effectual cIom, 

And ouro <rf cv«ry ill I 
More cruelty could none eupms; 
And f , if you had shown me lessy 

Had faira jroor prisooei^ sUU. 
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THB 

PINE-APPLE AND THE BEE; 

TBB«pine-apple9, in triple row. 
Were basking hot^ ^d all in blow; 
A bee of piost discerning taste 
Perceived the fragrance as be passed^ 
On eager wing tbe spoiler came. 
And searched for crannies io the frame. 
Urged his atteoipt oh every side. 
To every pane his trunk applied ; 
But still in vain, tbe frame was tight. 
And only pervious to the light : * ' 
Thus having wasted half the day. 
He trimmed his flight another wajr. 
. Methinks, I said, in thee I find 
The sin and madness of mankind* 
To joys forbidden roan aspires, 
Consurnes his soul with vain desir^; 
Folly the spring of his pursuit. 
And disappointn^ent all the friut, 
"While Cynthio ogles, as she passes, ^ 
The nymph between two chariot glasses. 
She is ' the pine-apple, and he 
The ^illy unsuccessful bee. 
The maid, who ti^s with pensive air * 
llie' shJw-^'Iiss fraught ^ilh' glittering ware 
Seeis waftSics^ br^celetsj^rtlgs, and lockets. 
But sighs at thbaglit^ t)f empty pockctsi 
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Like thine, her appetite is keen, 
Butab, the cruel glass between.! ' . 
Oar dear deliglits are often sucb^ 
Exposed to view, but not to touch ; 
The sight our foolish heart in^ames. 
We long for pine-apples in frames; 
With hopeless, wish one looks a^:lingersf 
One breaks the glass^ and cuts his fingers^ 
But they whom truth and wisdom lead. 
Can gather honej from a weed. 



HORACE, BoaKthei^d. Ode the lo. 

• .» . 
I. 

Keceive, dear frienid, the truths I teach. 
So shalt tLoiu live bejond the reach 

Of adverse Fortune's powers . ' 
Not always tempt tile distant deep^ - 
Nor always timorously creep 

Along the tie^cfaerous shore.- 

u: 

He, that hdds fast 'the ^ofdfen meafl^ * 
And lives contentedly betwe<m *^ 

The little and the great, ;' ' ; -; 
Feels not Ihd UriaiHr ihMi'fbiOit ibe,\Mtfii^ 
Nor plague^- tlu^ Jbtaiidt.,<Jbe ricfa. man^^ tioco 

^i^ablHeriPjS idKba^itite*' 
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iir. 

The tal]09t pines fee) most (he power 
Of wiiiiitr7 blaits; the loftiest tower 

CoBoet heaviest t& the ^ound; 
The bolts, tliat spiH-e the moimtaia's sid^ 
His cloud-cftp^ eminence dsvkfe^ 

And- spread the n|in rounds 

I .: = , . . . > 

... ^- . . IV.. • •- 

The well in&rmed ptulQ^cfthef 
Ilejoices with an wholesome fear. 

And hopes, in spite of pain; 
If winter bellow from the norths 
Soon tlie sweet spring comes dancing forth> 

^n^ oatt^e laujj;h9 agw« 

V. 

• 

What if thine heaven be overcastj^ 
The dark appearance will not last; 

Expect a brighter skj-.. 
The God; that strings the silver boM^, 
Awakes soraetimeis die muses too], ' '.' 

And lays hi^ arrows hyj\' 

If hio^r^oc^ obltn^t thy W9j| 
Thy ma^n^irailjr di«ipUiy» 

And let thy iftrengtji l|^ fe^PI 
'Rf^ oUi if FwtiliRc fiW ^y W4L , 
"With rppre tba«j ^ propj^^ g^ 

Take half thj^ 99f^m% »• . . • . 



THK Litr Asro ngmu ^t 

A REFLECTION 

ON TUB faHBGPlKO 0ft9« 
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And is tliis all ? Can reaton do no more 

Than bid ooc sbuu the deep, and d¥«ad tha thoral 

Sweet morali&t ! afloat qq, litVs rough sea» 

The Chngj^p ha& ap art A;inkaav;(Q tathecu 

}Ie holds no parley )jtdt^ uiii»dQ}y fears ^ 

Where duty bids be cohfi4cntly steers, 

Ji'aces a thousand danger^ at her call>- 

Andj trusting in bis Gfod, surmounts the^A alK 



THE LILY AND THE 'ROSE. 

I. 

The nymph must lose her female friend. 

If more admired thaasbe — 
EiU wbem vaill fierce eoutc^tfaNi fs^^ 

If flowers can disagree } ■ : 

> ir. 

Within the garden^s peaceful scene 

Appeared two lovely foes, 
Aspiring to the rank of queen. 

The Lily and the Rose. 



259 TBB tiLT AKD ROlBK« 

III. 

The Rose soon reddened into rage. 
And swelling with disdain. 

Appealed to many a poet*s page 
To prove her right to reign. 

IV. 
The Lil/s height bespoke command; 

A fair imperial flower $ 
She seemed designed for Flora's hand^ 

The sceptre of her power. 

V. 
This civil bickering and debate 

The goddess chanced to hear. 
And flew to save, ere yet too late. 

The pride of the parterre j 

VI. 

Yours is, she said, the nobler hac> 
And yours the statelier mien'; 

And> till a third surpasses you. 
Let each be deemed a queen* 

VII. 

Thus .soothed and reconciled, each seeks^ 

The fairest British fair : 
The seat of empire is her cheeks, ^ 

They reign united there. 
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Heu inimicitlas quoties parit aemulst forma, 
Quam raro pulcbras pulcbfa placere potest ^ 

Sed fines ultr^ solitos discordia teodit, 
'Cum flores ipsos bills et ira movent. 

Hortns ubi dulees praebet tacitosqiie recess^ 
Se rapit in partes gens animqsa duas$ 

Hie sibi regales Amaryllis Candida caltus> 
lUio purpureo vindicat ore Rosa* 

III. V 

Ira Rosam et meritis qnaesita superbia tangunt, 

Muitaque ferventi vix cohibenda sinA, 
Dam sibi fautorum ciet undique nomina vat6m^ 
' J usque suum, multo carmine fnlta, probat« 

IV. 

Aldor emicat ilia, et celso vertice nntat, 
Ceu fiores inter non habitura parem, 

Fastiditque alios, etirata videtur in usus 
Imperiij sceptrum> Flora^ qiKxi ipsa gerat^ 

V. 

Nee Dea non sensit civilis mm'mnra rix», 
Cui curae est pictas pandere ruris opes. 

Deliciasque suas nnnquam non prompta tneri^ ^ 
Dum licet et locus est, at tueatur, adest.* 
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VI. 

£t tlbi forma datur procerior ooinibiis^ incjuitj 
£t tibi, principibus qui fulettsse^ coloi^ 

£t donee vincat quacdam formosior ambas, 
£t tibi regini^ nomenj et esto tibi.. 

His ubi sedatqi lUror eH. petU %skfsyi^^yiq^fiafm, 
Qualcni iatf-r VcnefO) Apj^^d^ «ola P^^Ml. ./ 

Hanc penes imperiumest> pihil optantamplius^htyut 
Re^^tvint in nltldUjL et stn^ lite« {^enU* 

• . . . « ^ 

THE POPLAR FIELD. 

The poplart are feUe«]. farewdl to tjbe shadsj 
And 4li»je wbisporiug ^ound of the cool cokttnadc) 
The win/da play jnp loDger aud sing in tbc leaves. 
Nor Ou^ oh his bosom their image receive. 

Twelve years have e)apsed since I hi9t took a view 
, Of mj favourhc field, and thebank^rtkerethey grew| 
And now in the grass beheld thejr are laid, 
And the tree Jsiny seat,- that once lent me a shade. 

The blackbird b9& fled to anotbci: retr^t, 
\Vhere the h«?ek aflbrd him a screca from the b^t, 
Andth^^c^H^} wberohifi ()ieU>4y charmed n>6befo]:e| 
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My fngltiVe years are all hasting away. 
And I must trt long lie as lowly as they, 
AVith a tritf dh my breast^ and a stoineiitmyheacli 
£re another such grove shiiU arise in its stead. 

*Tis a sight to ebgagfc tne, if any tWng can. 
To thnse on the perishing pleasures of man; 
Though his lift; be a dream, his enjoyments, I sttf 
Hare a being less durable even than he*- 



IDEM LAtlNE REDDITUM. 

fdPULEM cecidit gratitsimi jbdpia silvaci 
Conticuere susurri, omnisquc evannit umbra. 
Nullae jam levibus se miscent frondibus auraej 
Et nulla in fluvio idmonim ludit imago; 

Hei mihi ! bis sdJtfe dam Itittu tbri^iieor annos 
His cogor dilvi^ stietoque c^rerc recessft> 
Cum sei^ rediettsi Sttata^s(|ti6 -in gramine ccmens 
Insedi atboribiis^ feob (jlirfs «rtarfe st3f]eb^m. ' 

* Mr. Cowper ftftfrwsiith alters^ tlHS li»9t UAnx^ m tbc 
following manner! 

The change both my heart and Jay fancy employs j 
I reflect on thef frvlsy of man, and his joys j 
Short-lived as we ar6,yet our pleasures, We see, 
•iUv« « stiU shfitvtr 4ttey imt^ nomtr tirxii ive. 
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A1) ubi nanc merube cantos? Felicior ilium 
Silva tegity durse {londum permissa bipeDni; 
Scilicet exustos cofles cainposquc patecites 
Gdity et iodignaos ct nop rediturus abivic 

Sed qui sucdsas doleo succidar et ipse, 
£t priiis huic parilis qiulm creverit altera silva 
Flebor, et, exequiis parvis dooatus, habebo 
Defixucn lapidem tumuHqoe cubantis acerviun. 

Tarn subitb periisse videns.tara digna maDfre, 
Agnosco humanas sortes et tristia fata — 
Sit lic^t ipse brevis^ volucrique similliraus umbra 
Est homini brevior cititisque obitura voluptas. 
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O MATUTiNi rores, auraeque salubres, 
O nemor^ et laetae rivis felicibus berbaCj^ 
Graminei coUes, et amaen^e in vallibus umbrae! 
Fata.modo dederint quas olim in rure paterno 
Delicia9> procul arte^ pfocul formidioe novi, 
Quani vellum ignotus, quod mens mea seen] 

avebat. 
Ante larempfoprium placidam expdctare senects 
Turn demum^ exactis non infeliciter annis, 
Sortiri taciturn lapidem aut sub cespite condLl 
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C I C I N DsE L A. 

^Y TINCENT BOURNE. 

Sub sepe exlguum est, ncc rar5 in margiuc ripae. 

Reptile, quod lucet nocte, dieque latet. 
Vermis habet speciem, sed habet dc lUminc Nomen j 

At prisca ^ fam^ non liquet, unde micet. 
Pleriqiie k cauda credunt procedere lumen j 

Nee desunt, credunt qui rutilarc caput. 
Nam superas stellas quae nox accendit, et illi 

Parcam eadem Lucem dat, moduloque parera, 
Forsitan hoc prudens voluit Natura caveri, 

Ne pede quis duro reptile coritererct : 
Exiguam, in teoebris lie gressum ofienderet ullus^ 

Praetendi voluit forsitan lUa facem 
Sive usum hunc Natura parens seu raaluit ilium 

Haud frustra accensa est Lux, radiique dati. 
Ponite vos fast us, humiles nee spernite, magni; 

Quando habet et minimum reptile^ quod niteat. 
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^ t tHE GLOW-WORM. 

TRANSLATION OP THE ABOVE. 

I. 

^BNEAtH thfc bedge^ or hear the streanA^ 
A worm is kiiown to stray; 

*that 8ho>^ by night a lucid beam* 
Whicb disapjiears by ddy* 

II. 
binpntes liave been, and still ^retulUi 

From vrhencfc his rays proceed j 
Some give that honour to his tail. 

And mhers to his head^ 

itr. 

But this is sure— the hand of tnightj 

That kindles up the skies. 
Gives hini a modicum of light 

Proportioned to his size. 

IV. 

l^erhaps indulgent nature meant^ 

By such a lamp bestowed. 
To bid the traveller, as he went. 

Be careful where he trod : 

V. . 
Nor crush a worm, whose usefbl light 

Might serve, however small. 
To shew a stumbling stone by nl^htf 

Jsnd save him from a falh 
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-VI. 

Wbaftc*er she meant^ this tnitb divine 

Is legible and plain^ 
Tis ^(iwer almighty bids him shiue^ 

I>for bids him shine in vain. * 

Vlt 

Ye proud and wealthy^ let this theme 
Teadh humbler thoughts to you. 

Since sufeh a reptile has its gem, 
An'db'daSts its' splendo-ur too. 



CORNICULA. 

BY VINCENT BOURNE. 

Nigras inter aves avis est, quae plurima turres, 

Antiquas aedes, cclsaque Fana colit. 
Nil tam sublime est, qnod non audace volatu, 

Aeriis spernens inferiora, petit. 
Quo nemo ascendat, cui non vertigo cerebrum 

Corripiat, cert'^ hunc seligit ilia locum. 
Quo vix d terr^ tu suspicis absque tremore, 

ilia niet^is cxpers incolumisqiie sedet. 
Lamina delubri supra fastigia, ventus 

Qu^ coeli spirct de rcgione, docetj 

VOL. I, N 
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Hanc ca prae rcliquis mavult, sccura pericli, 

Ncc carat, nedum cogitate unde cadat. 
Hes inde huroaDas, sed surania per otia, spcctat, 

£t nihil ad sc^., quas videt, esse yidet. 
CoDcursus spectat, plate^que negotia iq omni^ 

Omnia pro nugis at sapRuterbabet. 
Clamores^ quas intra audit, si fcrsitan audit. 

Pro rebus nibili uegligit, & crocitat. 
Jlle tibi invideat^ felix Cornicula, pennas^ 

Qui sic -humanis rebus abesse velU. 



11. THE JACKDAW. 

TRANSLATION OF THE ABOVE. 

I. 

There is a bird who by his coat, 
AimI by the hoarseness of bis note, 

Might be supposed a crow j 
A great frequenter of the church. 
Where bishop-like he finds a perch. 

And dormitory too. 

II. 

Above the steeple shines a plate. 

That turns and turns, to indicate 

From what point blows the weather, 

Look up — your brains begin to ^wim, 

*1 is in the clouds — that pleases him. 

He chooses it the rather. 
3 



TUB JACKDAW, t6T 

III. 

Fond cf the speculative height. 
Thither he wings his airy flight/ 

And thence securely sees 
The bustle and the rarcc show, 
Ihat occupy mankind below. 

Secure and at his ease. ^ 

IV. 
You think, no doubt, he sits and muset 
On future broken bones and bruises. 

If he should chance to fall. 
N03 not a single thought like that 
Employs his philosophic pate. 

Or troubles it at all. 

V. 
He sees that this great roundabout 
The world, with all its motley rout. 

Church, army, pbysicy law. 
Its customs, and its businesses. 
Is no concern at all of his. 

And says-^what wys he?— Caw, 

VI. 

Thrice happy birdi I too have seen 
Much of the vanities of nfteh ; 

And, sick of hating seen *em. 
Would cheerfully th^se limbs resign « _ 
For such a pair of wings as thine. 

And such a head between !eai. 
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AD GHILLUM 
AK^AeREONTICUM. 

BY VINCENT BOURNE. 

I. 

, O qui roeas co^i^ 
Argutulus Cboraules, 
£t Hospes es canonic 
Quacunque conunoreris* 
Felicitatis omen ; 

Jiicundiore cantu 
Siqnando me salutes^ 

£t ipse te rependam, 

Et ipse, quit ralebo, 

Remunerabo iiius^. 

H. 

I>ic6iis inoocen^ue 
Bt grattis inquilinus ; 
N^ vicHtans rapinis, 
*Ut soriees yoraccs, 
MUresve.curiosii 
Furumque deUcatum 
VQlgU9> domeaticomun: 
S^d tfiitus iacamint. 
fieceasibiis, quiete 
CQateatB8.& oalore. 

IIL 

Bcattor CJcadi; 
Quae te refltre form^. 
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Q.uae voce4e videturj 
>Et saltitans per herbas, 
Unius, hand jecuud^; 
iEstatis est Chorifita: 
Tu carmen iotegratiim 
Jieponis ad Decembrein, 
Lastus per uuiversum 
luconiiueuter aiinum. 

IV. 

Te nulla Lux relinqiiit, - 
Te nulla nox revisit, 
Non Musica; vacantcm, 
Curisve non solutum: 
Quin amplies canendp, 
Qtiin amplies fruendo> 
^tatulam, vel ofnni, 
Quam nos Hotnuncionet 
Absumimus qaerendo^ 
.£tate longioreoii. 



III. THE CRICKET. 

TRANSLATION OF THE ABOVE. 

I. 

Little inmate, full of mirth^ 
Chirping on my kstcben heartb, 
Wheresoe*cr be thjne abode, 
(Always harbinger of goad^ 

N3 
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Pay me for tliy warm retreat 
With a «ong more soft and sweety 
In return thou shalt receive 
Such a strsin as I can give. 

H. 

Thus thy praise shall be exprest. 
Inoffensive, welcome gvsest! 
While the rat is on the scout. 
And the mouse with curious snout. 
With v-bat vermin dse infest 
Every dish, and spoil the best j 
Frisking thus before the iire, 
Tiiou hast all thine heart's desire. 

III. 
Though in voice and shape they be 
Formed as if akin to thee. 
Thou surpassest, happier far. 
Happiest grasshoppers that are; 
Their's is but a summer's fong, 
Thine endures the winter long. 
Unimpaired, and shrill, and clear. 
Melody throughout the year. 

IV. 

Neither night, nor dawn of day. 

Puts n period to thy play : 

Sing then— and extend ihy span 

Far beyond the date of man. 

Wretched man, whose years are spent 

In repiuing discontent 

Lives not, aged though lie be. 

Half a span, compared v/ith thee. 
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SIMILE AGIT IN SIMILE. 

BY VINCENT BOURNE. 

Chrlstatus, pictisque ad Thaida Psittacus alis^ 

Missus ab £00 munus amante venit. 
Ancillis mandat prlmam formare loquclaiD; 

Archididasealiae dat sibi Thais opus, 
Psittacc, ait Thais, fiogitque sonantia molle 

Basia, quae docilis molle refingit Avis. 
Jam captat, jam dimidiat Tyruucuiusj & jam 

Integral aiiditos articulatque sonos. 
Psittace mi pulcher pulchclle, Heradicitalamno;. 

Psittnce mi pulcher, reddit ahimnus Hcrae. 
Jamque canit, ridet, deciesquc aegrotat in hor^^ 

Et vocat ancillas nomine quainqne sno. 
Multaqne sciirrntur mendax, & mn!ta jocatur, 

Et lepido populum dethiet augurio. 
Nunc tremulum iliudet Fratrern, qui suspicit, & Pol ! 

Carualis, qui«;quis te docct, inqnit, Homo est; 
ArgutJ« nunc stridet aniUs argutnlus instarj 

llespicit, & nebulo es, qviivquis es, inqnis Anns. 
Gluando fuit nielior T-yro, meliorve iVIagistra! 

Q.U3nc3o duo ingeniis tarn coicre pares! 
Ardua Llisvcnti nulla est, res nulla docenti ' 

Ardaa^ cum doccat Faemina, discat Avis. 
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IV. THE PARROT. 

TKANSLATION OF THE ABOVE. 

I. 

In painted plumes superbly drest, 
A native of the gorgeous east^ ' 

By many a billow tost; 
PbU gains at length the British shore. 
Part of the captain*s precious store, 
' A present to his toast. 

II. 

Belinda*s maids are soon preferred 
. To teach him now and then a word. 
As Poll can master it} 
But 'tis her own important charge 
' To qualify him more at large. 
And toake him quite a wit, 

III. 

Bvieet Poll! his dealing mistress cri^. 
Sweet Poll ! the mimic bird replies. 

And calls aloud for sack. 
She next instructs him in the kissj 
Tis now a little one, like Migsj 

And now a hearty smack. 

IV. 
At first he aims at what he hears/ 
And, listening" close with both his ears, 
JuQi catches at the sound} 
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But soon articulates aloud^ 
Much to the amusement of the crowd. 
And stuns the neighbours round. 

V. 

A querulous old woman's voice 
His hu^Qorous talent next onploys. 

He scolds and gives the lie. 
And now he sings, and now is sick. 
Here Sally, Susan, come, come quick. 

Poor Poll is like to die ! 

vr. 

Belinda and her bird ! *tis rafe 

To meet with such a well matched pair. 

The language and the tone. 
Each character in every part 
Sustained with so much grace and art^ 

And both in unison* 

VII. 
When children first begin to 4peU«. 
And stammer out a syllable, 

We thiuk \bem tedioui creaturas^. ' 
But difHculties soon abate» 
When birds are to be taught to prate. 

And wonxQQ tirethe (eachera 
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DIVERTING HISTORY 

■ 

OF 

JOHN GILPIN; 

# 

SHOWING HOW HE WENT FARTHER THAN 
, INTENDED, A"ND CAME SAFE HOMB AGAllT 

John Gilpin was a citizen 
Of credit and renown, 
' 'a traiu-bnild captain eke was he 
Of faiuous London town, 

Jofiri' Gilpin's spouse said to her dear. 
Though wedded we have been 

These twice ten tedious years, yet we 
No holiday have seen. 

To-morrow is our wedding day. 

And we will then repair 
Unto the Bell at Edmonton 

All in a chaise and pair. 

My sister, and my sister's child. 

Myself and children three. 
Will fill the chaise 3. so you must ride 

Ob horseback after we. 
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He sooa replied, I do adraire 

Of womankind but one. 
And you are she, my dearest dear. 

Therefore it shall be done. 



I am a linen-draper bold. 

As all the world doth know,. 
And my good friend the calender 

Will lend bis hor^e to go. 

Quoth Mrs. Gilpin, That's well said ; 

And for that wine is dear. 
We will be furnished with our own^. 

Which is both bright and clear. 

John Gilpin kissed his loviog wife; 

O'erjoyed was he to find 
Tbat though on pleasure she was bent. 

She had a frugal miod.. 

The rooroing came, the chaise was broughtj 

But yet was not allowed 
To drive up to the doorj lest all 

Should say that she was proud. 

m 

So three doors off'the chaise was stayed. 

Where they did all get in 3 
Sin precious souls, and. all agog 

To dash through thick and ihio. 
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Smack went the whip, round went the wheels, 

Were never folk so glad. 
The stones did rattle underneath 

As if Cheapside were mad. 

John Gilpin at his horse*s side 
Seized fast the flowing vmn6, . 

And up'he got, in haste to ride. 
But soon came down again; 

For saddle-tree scarce reached had he. 

His journey to begin, 
\Vhen> turning round his head^ he saw 

Three customers come in. 

So down he came ; for loss of time; 

Although it grieved him sore. 
Yet loss of ^pence full wftll he knew. 

Would trouble him much more. 

'Twas long before the customers 

Were suite^ to their mind. 
When Betty screaming came down stairs, 

'VTho wine is lefl behind !" 

Good lack ! quoth he—yet bring it me, 

My leathern belt likewise. 
In which I bear rcy trusty sword 

When I do exercise. 



Now mistress Gilpin (earefttl soul!) 

Had two stone bottles found. 
To hold the liquor that she lovod^ 

And keep it safe and sound. 

Each bottle had a curling ear. 
Through which the belt he drew. 

And hung a bottle on each tide. 
To make his balance true. 

Then over all, that he might be 

Equipped from top to toe. 
His long red cloaks well brushed and neat. 

He manfully did throw. 

Now see him mounted once again 
Upon his nimble steed, ^ 

Full slowly pacing o'er the stones. 
With caution and good heed. 

But-finding soon a smoother road 

Beneath his welh-shod fbet, ■ 
The snorting beast began to trot. 

Which galled him in his seat. 

Sp, Pair and softly; John he crfed> 

But John he critjd \ri vain 5 
That trot became a gallop soon^ 

In spite of earb and rein. 
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So stooping down, as needs be must 
Al^'ho cannot Mt upright^ 
. He grasped the mane >^itb both his bonds^ 
And eke with all bis might. 

His horse, who never in that sort 

Had bandied been before, 
What thing upon his back bad got 

Did wonder more and more. 

Away went Gilpin, neck or nought; 

Away went hat and wig ; 
He liule dreamt when be set out. 

Of running such a rig. 

The wind did blow, the cloak did fly. 

Like streamer long and gay. 
Till, loop and button failing both. 

At last it £ew away. 

Then might all people well discern 

The bottles he had slung; 
A bottle swinging at each side. 

As hath been said or sung. 

The dogs did bark, the children screamed^ 

Up flew the windows all; 
And every soul cried out, WcU do.i)«! 

As loud as h6 could bawl. 



Awaj- went Gilpin— who but he^ 
His fame soon spread around. 

He carries weight! he ridrs a race! 
"Tis for a thousand pound ! 



And stili, as fast at be drew near, 

Tvras woiiderfbl to view 
How in a trice the turnpike men 

Their gales wide open threw. 

And now, as he went bowing down 
His reeking head full low. 

The bottles twain behind his back 
Were shattered at a Mow. 



Down ran the wine into the road. 

Most piteous to be seen. 
Which made his horse's flunks (o smoke 

As they had basted bccn^ 

But still he seemed to carry weight. 
With leathern girdle braced; 

For all might see the bottle-neck* 
Still dangling &I his waki. 

Tlius all tJiToa^ mntf Islington i. ' 
These gambols be did [Aiy, ' 

Until he omo nnto the Wash 
Of EdnwotM so ga/t. 
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And there be threw the wish abcnxt 

On both udet of the way. 
Just like unto a trundling noop, | 

Or a wild gooie at ]^y. 

At Ei^ixumton fait loring wif« 

From the balcony spied 
Her tender husband, wondering Huidi 

To see bow he did ride. 

Stop, atop, John Gilpin 1— Here's the hoase- 

Tbey all aloud did cryj 
The dinner waits, and we ane tired : 

Said GiIpin---rSo . am I ! 

But yet bis horse wa» not a whit 

Inclined to tarry there; 
For why?-r-his owner had a boase' 

Full ten mibs off at Ware. 

So like an arrow swift he Btw, ' 

Shot by an. archer strong; 
So did he fly-« which brings me to 

The middle of my song. 

Away went Gilpin- tnit df breathi \ 

And sore against his will^ 
Till at his friend the calender's 

His horse at last stood still. 



The cAkDckr^ ^ili^zcd io see 

His neigbbcMM* in ftttch IriJWj 
Laid down hh p^pe^ dew to tjbe f^Ui, 

And thiHs ajcgo^ted JiU»: 

What news? wj^t new;i; yoiix XkUngs (tell; 

Tell me y^oiu n;u4^ aod sbdU*** 
Say why b^r^fac^cled you «re cotae^ 

Or why you come ^t all ? 

Now Gilpin had plegfAnt wit^ 

And Iqv^ a tioaely jokel 
And thus unto tiie calender 

In merry guise he spofce : 

I came became your horae would come; 

.And, if I well forebode^ 
My hat and wig will soon be here,', 

lliey are upon tlie rood. 

The calender, right glad to find 

His friend in merry pin, 
Returned him not a single word^ 

But to the house went in 3 

Whence straight he came with hat and wlgi 

A wig that flowed behind, 
A hat not much the worse for wear^ 

Each comely in its kind. 
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He held them ap, and in his turn 
Thus showed his readj wit. 

My head is twice as big as year's. 
They therefore needs must fit. 

But let me scrape the dirt away. 
That hangs upon your face; 

And stop and eat, for weU you may 
Be in a hungry case. 

Said John it is my wedding-day. 
And all the world would stare 

If wife should dine at Edmonton, 
And I should dine at Ware. 

So turning to his horsey he said, 
I am in haote to dii>e; 
. 'Twas for your pleasure you came here. 
You shall go btick for mine. 

Ah luckless speech, and bootless boast! 

For which he paid full drarj 
For, V bile iie spa a<:, a braying a«:f 

Did sing mo»t loud a'ld cIc.ip; 

- Whereat his horse did snort^ as h« 
Had h^d a lion roar, 
And galloped off with all his mi^lit. 
As he had done before. 
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Away went Gilpin, and aw4y 

Went Gilpin's hat and wig! 
He lost them sooner than at first. 

For why ? —They were too big. 

Now mistress Gilpin, when she saw 

Her husband posting down 
Into the country fax away. 

She pulled out half a crown j 

And thus unto the youth she said^ 

That drove theni to the BeJJ, 
This shall be your*8 when you briug back 

My husband safe and well. 

The youth did ride^ and soon did meet 

John coming back amain ! 
Whom in a trice he tried to uiop. 

By catching at his rclny 

But not performing what he meant. 

And gl.ully would have done. 
The frighted steed he frighted more. 

And made him faster run. 

Away went Gilpin, and away 

Went post boy at his heels, 
The post-boy's horse right glad to mist 

The lumbering of the whccU. 
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Six gentlemen mponiifee xoid 

Thus Efcing ■Gilpin fly, 
With pest-boy scatupering: in the war. 

They caued jdiehuc bd4. cry:— 

Stop thief I st(^ thief !—ia highwaymai 
Not one of them was mute; 

And ull and each that p«is8ed that way 
Did join in the porsuit. 

And now thetarnpike gates ^gain 
Flew open in short space} 

The toll-men thinking as before 
That Gi]pin rode a race. 

And 90 he did, and won it too. 

For he got first to to^'O *, 
Nor stopped till where he had got op 

He did again get down. 

Now let us sing, long live the king, 
And GiJpin, long live hej 

And, when he next doth ride abroad. 
May I be thcra to see ! 
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AN EPIS-TLE. 

TO 
A PROTESTANT LADY tU- BfUQUQE. 

Madam, 

A STRAVGEa*a purpose ia tliese lays 
Is to congratulate^ 3ud not to pi^ifiie. 
To give the creature her Creators duo- 
Were sin in me, and an otFence to you. 
From man to man, or ev'n to woman paidj 
Praise is the medium of a knavish trade^ 
A coin by craft for folly's use designed, - 
Spurious, and only carrent with the blind. 

• 

« 

The path of sorrow, and that patli alonc^ 
Leads to the land where sorrow is unknown; 
No traveller ever reached that blest abode. 
Who found not thorns and briars in his road. 
The world may dance along the flowery plain. 
Cheered as they go by mftoy a sprightly rtraiti. 
Where Nature has her mossy vdvet spread^ ' 
With unshod feet they yet securely tread. 
Admonished^ acorn the caotion and the friend. 
Bent upon pleasfure^. heedless of its eixl. 
But he, who knew what human hearts wotild^pro^e, 
^iow' slow to learn the dictates of hls-loi^s; 
That hard by natnre andiof stubborn will; 
A life of ease would make them harder still, 
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lo pity to the sinners be designed 
To rescue from the ruins of inankind> 
Called for a cloud to darken all their years. 
And said, "Go spend them in the vale of tean 
Oh balmy gales of soOl reviving air. 
Oh salutary streams ihat murmur there. 
These flowing from the fount of grace above. 
Those breathed from lips of everlasting love! 
The flinty soil indeed their feet annoys. 
And sudden sorrow nips their springing joyi. 
An envious world will interpose its frown 
To mar delights sui>erior to its own. 
And man/ a pang, experienced still within. 
Reminds them of their hatred inmate, sin; 
But ills of every shape and every name 
Transformed to blessings miss their cruel aim, 
And every momeiu's crlm, that soothes the bre 
Is given in earnest of eternal rest. 

Ah, be not sad, although thy let be cast 
Far from the flock, and in a distant waste t 
No shepherd's tents within thy view appear. 
But the chief Shepherd is for ever near ; 
Thy tender sorrows and thy plaintive straifi 
Flow in a foreign land, but not in vain; 
Thy tears all issue from a source divine. 
And every drop bespeaks a Saviour thine — 
'Twas thus in Gideon*s fleece the dews were fou 
And drought on all tlie drooping herbs around 
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TO THB 



REV. W. CAWTHORNE UN WIN. 



Unwin, I should but ill repay 

The kindness of a friend. 
Whose worth deserves as warm a hj 

As ever friendship penned. 
Thy name omitted in a page. 
That would reclaim a vicious age. 

11. 
An union formed, as mine with thee. 

Not rashly, nor in sport, 
May be as fervent in degree. 

And faithful in its sort. 
And may as rich in comfort prove. 
As that of tme fraternal love. . 

III. 
The bud inserted in tlie rind. 

The bud of peach or rose. 
Adorns, though differing in its kind. 

The stock whereon it grows, 
With flower as sweet, or fruit as fair, 
As if produced by nature there. 
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IV- 

Not ricb, I render what I may, 
I seize thy name in haste. 

And place it in thi^ first essay. 
Least this should prove the last. 

Tis \iheftt it ^Hduid b«-»io a plan. 

That holds in view the good of man. 

V. 

The poet's lyre, to 6x his fame. 
Should be the poet's heart ; 

Affection lights a brighter flame 
Than ever blazed by art. 

No muses on these lines attend, 

I sink the poet in the friend. 
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